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The monthly magazine
for St Mildred’s
Find out what’s going on in your Parish!

St Mildred’s Patronal Festival
and 90th Birthday
Sunday 10 July
Our church is dedicated to St Mildred.
Mildred’s faithfulness to Jesus Christ
gives us a good example in fulfilling
our mission today - “Serving the
community in the love of Christ”.
We seek to be an open and loving church, growing in faith
and confidence, and joyfully sharing God’s love with all

St Mildred’s

30 Bingham Road, Addiscombe
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Addiscombe
DIY
(formerly R&G Sealey)


ALL YOUR DIY NEEDS


Ironmongery - Tools
Electrical - Timber
Plumbing - Gardening
Decorating - Household Goods
Loose Paraffin - Key cutting &
Security Locks
187 Lower Addiscombe Road
Croydon CRO 6RA

Reliable residential window
cleaning in the Addiscombe area.
Choose monthly, bi-monthly or
quarterly.
Gutter clearing available on an
annual or one-off basis.
Commercial work also
undertaken.

Tel: 020 8654 2880

Open 8am-6pm Mon-Sat

A.N.C.A.
Local Neighbourhood Care

CAN WE HELP YOU ?
CAN YOU HELP US ?
We desperately need more
NEW VOLUNTEERS
for our many services to
benefit vulnerable local people.
If you could offer a few hours
a month as a driver; escort on
our shopping buses; help at
our lunch clubs; or any
other practical assistance, or
YOU KNOW SOMEONE
NEEDING OUR HELP
please call us on

020 8654 5062

020 8654 4188

LOCAL
ELECTRICIAN
Household electrical
work undertaken.
Small jobs to rewires.
FREE ESTIMATES

Neil Paterson
T: 020 8777 7373
M: 07956 100887
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Come and Worship at St Mildred’s
website: www.stmildredschurch.org.uk

Online streamed services are still taking place
and they can be accessed via this link:
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UChItFWkqY5m8jtcGlQ00SZg

The church is also open for worship

SERVICES

(See diary on pages 16 and 25 for further details)
Holy Communion
Sundays at 8am and 10am
Midweek Holy Communion
Wednesdays at 10am in the Lady Chapel

Monthly Choral Evensong
2nd Sunday of every month at 3.30pm
Face coverings can still be worn but are not compulsory
Enquiries about Baptisms, Weddings, Funerals,
Home Communions, Visits and the Burial of Ashes
in our Rose Garden, please contact the Parish Office
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Pastoral Letter

July 2022

Revd Roger Hagon shares his thoughts...
Dear Friends
Bishop George Appleton wrote…
Give me a candle of the Spirit, O God, as I go
down into the deeps of my being. Show me the hidden
things. Take me down to the spring of my life and tell me
my nature and my name. Give me freedom to grow so that I
may become that self, the seed of which you planted in me
at my making. Amen.
We are called by God, first and foremost, to be the person God
has made and is still making us to be, each with our own inherited
DNA, and with our own strengths and weaknesses. At every
stage in life, and as we journey through the ups and downs of
daily living, my prayer is always that I might remain true to “my
nature and my name”, my true and best self.
Secondly, we are called by Jesus Christ to follow him as
disciples. Baptised Christians know that they are called children
of God. Sometimes, when I watch the pomp and ceremony of
the Anglican Church, especially at great national occasions, I
need to pinch myself and remind myself that there is no greater
dignity I possess than being a baptised
Inside this issue:
member of the ‘Laity’, or ‘People of God’.
Thirdly, we are each called to play our
Pastoral Letter
5
In Memoriam
7 own specific part as a member of God’s
Jubilee Lunch
12 family. I remember visiting a church a long
time ago and wondering who their vicar was.
Mothers’ Union
15
On a poster at the back was a big sign which
Diary
16
read, ‘WHO IS THE MINISTER?’ Underneath
Pull-out Booklet
17 was a photograph of the whole gathered
Seeking Stillness
26 congregation - women, men, and children
Contact List
37 of all ages - and the statement ‘WE ARE
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ALL MINISTERS THROUGH BAPTISM’. Well, I got the point,
but still wonder today who their vicar was! The point, of course,
is that we all share in the ministry of Christ in some way: some
through our life at home, some out at work, some in the caring
professions, some through volunteer work, some championing
a Godly cause, some praying alone etc.
Our Diocese is currently inviting us to reflect more deeply
on these three areas of us all ‘being called’ and so I encourage
you to take the words of John Powell to heart…
There is an old Christian tradition
that God sends each person into this world
with a special message to deliver,
with a special song to sing for others,
with a special act of love to bestow.
No one else can speak my message, or sing my song, or
offer my act of love. These are entrusted only to me.
Roger

Junior Choir Concert
On Sunday 12 June after Evensong, our Junior Choir gave us a
wonderful concert, showcasing an array of musical talent. There
were violin, cello, trumpet, piano and drum solos! The band then
all came together at the end with a rendition of
When The Saints Come Marching In.
Many thanks to all members of the Junior
Choir for serving us up such a treat. As Richard
said, we are so lucky at St Mildred’s to have
such a talented group of young people.
And congratulations to Lottie Demay who
has been awarded her yellow RSCM badge and ribbon. Very
well done Lottie!
Jane Ward
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In Memoriam
Roy King RIP
17 September 1936 - 5 May 2022
It’s difficult to pay adequate tribute to Roy in a few minutes, after
57 years together, but so many messages of condolence have
said, ‘He was a lovely man; a quiet gentle man’. How very true!
Roy was born and brought up in Bedford, his parents were
kind and gentle and loving. I have such happy memories of
them and of his sister, Marian.
As a boy growing up in the era before computers, mobile
phones and all other technical devices, his pastimes included
stamp collecting (we still have his stamps); building Meccano
(we still have his Meccano and photos of the models he made);
and in later teens he was a keen photographer, developing and
printing all his photos and building his own enlarger (we still have
his first camera - a Kodak Brownie box - and many of his photos
from those early days. We also still have all the cameras he ever
owned!) The seeds were sown for his long membership - beginning
in 1978 - of Croydon Camera Club.
Roy enjoyed cycling very much and in his late teens made
several long distance trips with his school friend. He and David
cycled from Bedford to Marble Arch and back again in a day - a
100 mile round trip - but their record was 136 miles from mid-Wales
to Bedford in a day. There were many other trips around Britain
staying in Youth Hostels and we kept his bike for years, but it
had to go eventually.
After leaving school with a very healthy clutch of O and A
levels, Roy spent two years doing his National Service. For one
exercise on Basic Training, the men were divided into teams
and, using only a map and a compass, had to find their way to a
set location in very tricky terrain. Roy’s team won because he
alone knew how to use a compass and read a map, thanks to
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his years in the Scouts. He had joined the Scouts when he was
11 and progressed to become Troop Leader and to gain the
Queen’s Scout Award.
Roy loved cars and with the help and encouragement of
Maurice, a dear family friend, he learnt how to mend
and maintain his first car; a 1935 Riley Kestrel. Sadly
we don’t still have this car.
A love of motor sport developed from his passion
for cars and he sometimes went to Silverstone with
Maurice. In later years he regularly went to Practice Day before
the British Grand Prix.
After National Service, Roy was offered a post at the Unilever
Research Laboratory at Colworth House in Bedfordshire. So began
his training as a statistician, studying part-time on day release and
qualifying for Membership of the Institute of Statisticians.
It so happened that I too was working at Colworth, in one of
the laboratories. After some years of not noticing him being
around - our paths didn’t cross at work - he asked me out. Roy
had found out that I was keen on cars too. So…he asked me if
I would like to come with him to plan a route for a rally…with
him and his driver. Well, it was fun! And we became what is
now popularly known as …an item. We married two years later.
We bought a Mini and decided to rally together, he as
navigator and me as driver. And we won several trophies. Rallies
are rarely without a hairy moment…or two. I remember getting
stuck in a ford which was in flood. Minis of that era were not
good in the wet and the flood was deep. So, as he opened the
car door, in flooded the water. However, Roy rolled up his
trousers and pushed the car out of the water, dried the distributer
and proceeded to try to bail water out the car with his shoe. We
were both soaking wet but finished the rally in second place.
A few years later, a job offer with the Nestlé Company meant
moving from Wiltshire, where Roy had been working at Bath
University, to Croydon, but it was a happy outcome because we
quickly made new friends. And Sally was born and Stephen 18
months later.
Roy loved music…another mutual love. And as Nestlé
sponsored the London Mozart Players’ residency in Croydon,
we attended many of their concerts.
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He also very much enjoyed music in church. When his
memory had failed considerably, he couldn’t understand why,
because of the pandemic, we couldn’t go to church. He said
‘but we won’t hear the choir’.
Roy was always a superb organizer and it isn’t surprising
that our two offspring, Sally and Stephen, have inherited this
and many other of their dad’s characteristics.
Roy and I have always been so proud of our children and
no more so than during the weeks since he died. They have
been a wonderful support and I thank them very much. Our
grandchildren, who he also loved very much, have all been part
of that loving support.
`When it became clear that Roy needed professional care,
we found that for him at Hall Grange Care Home. I will for ever
be thankful for the care he received there. Even with advanced
Alzheimer’s, he never lost his quiet patience and gentleness
and he was much loved by all his carers.
We were married in 1964 and, for all those years, he has
been my rock, my support and my love, in his calm, quiet and
unassuming way.
Roy, you have left a footprint of goodness and love. Thank
you for all you have meant to us. May you now for ever rest in
the peace of paradise.
Revd Marie King

Coffee - Chat - Catch-up
St Mildred’s Small Hall from 10.30am to 12.30pm
Come along for a relaxed drink and a chat. Bring your own cup
plus tea or coffee in a flask. If you’re lucky, someone may bring
some biscuits or cake to share! There’s no rota, just turn up,
relax and enjoy. Everyone welcome.

Friday 8 July

Wednesday 21 September
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Difficult Subjects Library
At present our library contains books on Death and Bereavement,
Serious Illness, New Baby, Bullying, Disaster and Violence. There
are books to borrow and leaflets to keep - both fact, fiction, work
books and prayer books. The collection is very much a work in
progress.
The resources so far are mainly child orientated, but there is
some adult material as well. We have concentrated on subjects
that aren't covered well in the public library - so we don't have
much on new babies.
We have been asked to add books on helping children cope
with Alzheimer's and Dementia in their elderly friends and relatives,
so there is now also a selection on this subject.
Other subjects we have considered are Divorce and Separation,
Alcoholism, Drugs etc, but these are well looked after by the
libraries and / or specialist organisations.
There is sometimes a small selection put out on the table at
the back of the church, but for the full set – just ask!
If you wish to borrow anything, we do ask you to sign for
them on borrowing and upon returning. Just ask me or the
Parish Office.
If anyone has any comments or suggestions, please feel
free to contact me.
Margaret Simmons

90 Years Young!
This year marks the 90th anniversary of the consecration of our
church, which is a huge milestone.
The Patronal Festival, when we celebrate our patron saint,
St Mildred, takes place at 10am on Sunday 10 July and all are
invited to come and worship with us and give thanks to God for
our church, family and friends. Afterwards there will be light
refreshments and a celebration birthday cake.
There will also be Choral Evensong at 3.30pm.
Karen Rooney
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Patronal Festival
To celebrate this year’s Patronal Festival, Barbara Broughton
shares one of her memories.

Pilgrimage to Celebrate
the 50th Anniversary of our Church
As long ago as 1912, a need was identified by Revd T Bentham,
curate of St Mary Magdalene church, for the growing community
of East Addiscombe to have its own centre for Christian worship.
Seven years later, a two acre meadow site on the corner of Bingham
and Sefton Roads was acquired as a Thanksgiving for Peace. The
building of our church started in 1931 and, on 9 October the
following year, the church, dedicated to St Mildred but consisting
only of the nave, was consecrated by the Archbishop of Canterbury,
Dr Cosmo Lang.
Fifty years later, on 24 July 1982, we celebrated this event
with a Parish Pilgrimage to Minster and Tenterden. Why those
destinations? It was at Minster that Mildred succeeded her mother
as abbess of the monastery and later became one of the most
revered Kentish saints. Despite various troubles down the ages,
some of the Norman and Early English work can still be seen. One
of Tenterden’s gems is its parish church dedicated to St Mildred.
Our day began at 8.15am with a short service in church prior
to a coach-load of parishioners departing for Minster. There,
Sister Concordia guided us around the Abbey ruins before we
walked to Minster Parish Church to see its treasures in the
company of their churchwarden.
After enjoying our picnic lunches at Minster Abbey, we left for
Tenterden where Evensong was celebrated in their St Mildred’s.
Tea had been arranged for us at the Cinque Ports Restaurant
before we left for Addiscombe at 6.30pm.
We had all enjoyed an interesting, well-organised pilgrimage,
commemorating our patron saint and the 50th anniversary of the
consecration of our church.
Barbara Broughton
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St Mildred's marked Her Majesty the Queen’s
Platinum Jubilee with tea and cakes in the
Community Garden over three days at the end of
May / beginning of June. This was followed by a
Bring and Share Lunch in the Centre on Sunday 5 June, where
there was an array of food to eat from around the Commonwealth.
A good time was had by all, as the following comments and
photographs show!

Community Garden Jubilee Open Days
Over three days of 'Jubilee week' the Community Garden was
open for anyone to pop in and wander the
gardens and enjoy tea and
cake. We estimate that
around 80 people visited,
and we so appreciated all
the lovely comments and
support received. It is
hard to believe that this time last year we
were still gathering funding for the project
and not a seed had been sown, nor a
planter bed built! If you would like to know
more about the Community Garden Project, join a gardening
group, or just wish to donate some plants, please contact
Leander Garner at: centremanager@stmildredschurch.org.uk
Leander Garner, Centre Manager
On 30 May, Alan and I visited the Community Garden and were
greeted very warmly by Penny, who escorted us around the
garden. In a relatively short period of time, I was amazed at
how much had been achieved by the various groups involved all available space being utilised for growing fruit trees and a
variety of vegetables. Well worth a visit!
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We then had our tea and delicious
cakes, with all donations received
going towards the Community Garden
Project. After chatting with friends,
we went home having had a most
interesting and enjoyable morning.

Shirley Lidbury

Bring and Share Jubilee Lunch
The Platinum Jubilee lunch held in the Queen’s honour was a
truly joyous occasion. A wonderful celebration involving food
dishes from around the Commonwealth.
From the moment I walked into the
Centre, the buzz and excitement were
front and centre. A hazy mix of amazing
aromas, combined with the frenzied
activity of parishioners arriving and taking
their food contributions to the Small Hall.
The Grace was spoken in several
languages and the National Anthem was sung with great gusto
before we went through to select our food for
lunch. There were numerous chafing dishes
loaded with beautiful home cooked food. Probably
the largest selection of different styles of rice ever
assembled was also on offer, along with salads,
bread and tasty desserts.
The whole occasion was most enjoyable.
It was also the largest community event that I
had attended since before the various lockdowns, which added
greatly to the experience.
There was a lot of hard work put in by a large number of
people and I would like to finish by thanking Janet and her team
of helpers for organising such a hugely successful event.

Warren Hall
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I had an amazing day and
believe it was a wonderful
event. Bringing the whole
community together to share
the universal language of
food. Getting to know people
and interact with all of them,
strengthen our bonds! We
should do it more often!"
Claudia Almeida
The Bring and Share Lunch was a joyous celebration of The Queen’s
Platinum Jubilee. It was also a wonderful way to meet new
families from St Mildred’s and make new friends.
Around 120 people came.
Roger opened proceedings, and
everyone joined in a prayer for
Her Majesty, followed by singing
the National Anthem.
The best part was the food,
lovingly prepared by members
of our diverse community. It included jollof rice with stew, rice
and peas, macaroni cheese, cranachan and lolly cake, as well
as more familiar items like fried chicken, curries, salads and
Eton mess. And there was plenty for everyone. In fact, most
people took a ‘doggy bag’ home
afterwards! I tried the jollof rice with
stew, macaroni cheese, vegetable
curry and cranachan. All were delicious!
Judy Bennett
On 5 June, Alan and I attended the
Church Jubilee Lunch. For the main
course, there was a variety of dishes
from many countries of the Commonwealth; all very appetising,
with a variety of delicious desserts to follow.
For a most enjoyable lunch, our grateful thanks go to all those
who organised the event, prepared and served the meal and to
those who tidied up after we had left for home.
Shirley Lidbury
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Mothers’ Union
Despite the weather looking a little unpredictable, seven members
met in Coombe Wood Gardens on 9 June for a leisurely stroll.
The numbers were down on previous years, as some members
were on holiday and some were having mobility issues or
experiencing poor health. Those who did make it, enjoyed
looking at the various specimens and listening to the bird song.
This stimulated discussion on the names of the plants and the
recognition of the bird calls. Some were obviously much more
knowledgeable on the subjects than others. Unfortunately, the
rhododendrons were past their best, but that didn’t deter from
our enjoyment of the walk.
Inevitably, we felt the need for tea and cake, so we made
our way to the café for refreshments and yet more talk. We
listened with interest to Judy’s recent holiday experience of
walking from the source of the Thames to Oxford.
We avoided the threatened rain and the sun came out. We
all agreed it had been a pleasant way to spend the afternoon.
Dates
July 7th

6.30pm Social Evening at Jackie’s - more information
to come
.
August 4th 2.00pm Mary Sumner Day in Penny’s Garden
Jackie Bartley, MU Secretary

100 Club
The winners of the ‘100 Club’ draw for June are:
1st prize of £35 - Katie Mander
2nd prize of £15 - Nigel Davey

Ann Street
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Sunday 3rd
Tues

5th

Wed
Thurs

6th
7th

Fri

8th

Sunday 10th

Tues
Wed

12th
13th

Sunday 17th

Mon
Tues
Wed

18th
19th
20th

Sunday 24th
Tues
Wed

26th
27th
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THIRD SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY
8:00am
Holy Communion
10:00am
Parish Communion
2:00pm
Gardening Club
8:00pm
The Lit Summer Social - Small Hall
10:00am
Holy Communion
6:30pm
Mothers’ Union Social Evening Jackie Bartley’s house
10:30am
Coffee and Chat - Small Hall

ST MILDRED’S PATRONAL FESTIVAL
8:00am
Holy Communion
10:00am
Family Communion
3:30pm
Choral Evensong
2:00pm
Gardening Club
10:00am
Holy Communion
7:30pm
Prayer Meeting - Music Room
FIFTH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY
8:00am
Holy Communion
10:00am
Parish Communion
2:30pm
Holy Baptism
8:00pm
PCC Meeting - Pavilion
2:00pm
Gardening Club
10:00am
Holy Communion
SIXTH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY
8:00am
Holy Communion
10:00am
Parish Communion
2:00pm
Gardening Club
10:00am
Holy Communion
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Commemorative Pull-out Booklet
To Celebrate Her Majesty The Queen’s
Platinum Jubilee

“At my Coronation next June I shall dedicate myself anew to your
service. I shall do so in the presence of a great congregation,
drawn from every part of the Commonwealth and Empire, while
millions outside Westminster Abbey will hear the promises and
prayers being offered up within its walls, and see much of the
ancient ceremony in which kings and queens before me have
taken part through century on century.
You will be keeping it as a holiday; but I want to ask you all,
whatever your religion may be, to pray for me on that day - to
pray that God may give me wisdom and strength to carry out
the solemn promises I shall be making, and that I may faithfully
serve Him, and you, all the days of my life.”
HM The Queen
25/12/1952

Page 18

Parish Post

Volume 97 Issue 6

A Royal Salute
In February 1952, Princess Elizabeth was in Kenya at the start
of what was to be a world tour. On 6 February her father, King
George VI, died and she instantly became
Queen Elizabeth II.
On her immediate return to Heathrow my
late husband Bill Norris, chief steward on the
BOAC flight, gave Elizabeth her first salute as
Queen on British soil.
Bill met the Queen again on two occasions.
He received an invitation to her first Garden
Party and, in 1997, was presented to her at
Heathrow when the airport celebrated its 50th
year. Bill was a well loved member of St Mildred’s for 15 years.
Jean Norris

The Coronation - 2 June 1953
A Personal Reflection by Maureen Horne
In 1953 I was living with my parents in Wimbledon. On Coronation
Day we watched the Ceremony on an 8 inch (20cm) black and
white television set. Just as the procession left Westminster
Abbey I decided to rush up to London in order to see what I could
of the rest of the procession at first hand. I caught a completely
empty District Line train to St James’s Park, dashed up Birdcage
Walk and arrived in front of Buckingham Palace where I found
myself standing beside an ambulance parked in front of the
Guards Chapel. After only a few moments a voice from above
my head said there was plenty of room on top, so I climbed the
ladder at the back just in time to see the front of the procession
passing by.
Like the huge crowd in The Mall, I stayed for some time for
the balcony appearances and then went round with everyone
else just joining in and absorbing the atmosphere, enjoying the
refreshments on sale in St James’s Park, until I went back to
Buckingham Palace to hear the Queen’s Broadcast at 9pm, after
which I went home taking memories of the day, which I can still
clearly recall to this day.
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Superb Occasion
In the July 1953 edition of the Parish Post, the vicar of St Mildred’s
at the time, Revd John B Girling, recalls:
“What a superb occasion the Coronation was! None of us
who took part in it will ever forget it. The projected TV in the
Church was an immense success and we were all most impressed
and moved by the service. I felt very proud of our beloved
Church of England that day.
Three main impressions are left in my mind by that service.
Firstly, its dignity and reverence. Secondly, its simplicity and
homeliness. A third outstanding feature was its deep sincerity
and sense of spiritual reality.
I feel sure that the Coronation must have made many
people think again about spiritual realities and some of them will
have made a new start with God as a result.”
(abridged)

Coronation from a Hospital Bed
I spent most of 1953 in hospital, so the Coronation and all that
went with it was a great highlight in our lives. A few of us had
our iron bedsteads decorated with flags and pictures of the
Queen, and red, white and blue was everywhere!
There was no TV in the ward so, on Coronation day, a TV
set (black and white pictures only) was hired from a local shop.
Unfortunately, it broke down during the day-long proceedings
and a replacement had to be found quite quickly. Our beds
were pushed together around the TV and we watched pretty
well all day I think. As a special treat we were given nicer food
than usual, ham sandwiches being one of the things I remember!
Altogether it was a memorable day and my friend and I
couldn’t wait for our newspapers the next morning, as we were
avid collectors of royal pictures. The Coronation, of course,
outdid anything we’d seen before!
Elizabeth Blackwell
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In Memory of Coronation Day
I was six years old on Coronation Day in June 1953 and my father,
not being an ardent royalist and not having many days off work,
decided to take my mother and sister to Southend-on-Sea for a
day out to get away from it all.
This would have been by coach as we didn’t have a car.
Many other people would have had the same idea, as day trips
by coach were the norm then and had to be booked in advance.
However, it started to rain heavily early morning and never
stopped, so we decided not to go after all. And we ended up
listening to the Coronation on the radio! So my father never
ended up in the Tower!
Jeff Fleischer

70 Years of Reflection
I grew up in the small industrial railway town of Wolverton in
North Bucks and was just seven at the time of the Coronation.
Very few homes had a television and I can recall our family
squeezed into a room with most of the rest of the street, watching
the excitement of the procession in London, on a minute black
and white screen on a wet day. The local farm at the end of our
street had a large barn, where we all went later for a street
party. Mum made some jellies, and made a Robin Hood outfit
out of crepe paper for me to wear, and a Royal Page Boy outfit
for my younger brother. My dad made bunting and constructed
a frame in the front garden to attach it to, which I can recall as a
child looked pretty impressive to me. My Junior School also went
en bloc to the town cinema to see the film of the Coronation in
colour, which was a great treat for us, as I had never been to a
cinema before.
So, speeding on to 1977, and the Silver Jubilee. Living here
in Croydon I was involved in putting a float in to Croydon’s Queen’s
Silver Jubilee Procession, which assembled in Wellesley Road
and finished up coming along Lower Addiscombe Road to
Ashburton Park. Also that weekend, even more local, was a
street party for the residents of Craven Road, for which I provided
the disco equipment, and was in the Scout Hut due to poor
weather.
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At the time of the Golden Jubilee in 2002, I was a manager at
Victoria and was involved with the Safety and Security Planning
Arrangements for what was a very busy few days, with huge
events in The Mall and Buckingham Palace, and hundreds of
thousands of people using a special queuing system to access
the Underground, South Eastern and Southern Trains, which
ran all night on some days. Much detailed planning and staff
familiarisation / briefing had to be undertaken, but the end result
was a fantastic and exhilarating experience for everyone.
By the time of the Diamond Jubilee in 2012, I was retired
and, as a family, we simply enjoyed time together.
Richard Morrall

Silver Jubilee at St Mildred’s
The Parish Post from 1953 records that a Silver Jubilee Garden
Party was held on Saturday 28 May 1977 in the Vicarage Garden
with the following attractions: “Croydon Town Band, Pearly King
and Queen, Children’s Jubilee Fancy Dress, Adult Jubilee Hat
Competition, Side Shows and Teas”. Then, on Sunday 5 June,
“a special form of Prayer and Thanksgiving to God to mark the
Silver Jubilee” was used at the 10am service.
The Vicar at that time, Revd Michael P Smith, wrote: “It has
been a wonderful week of Royal occasions which even the
weather hasn’t been able to spoil! Locally, one hears and reads
of street parties and get-togethers which have aroused a new
spirit of neighbourliness and in a much wider and deeper sense
this great event has surely done more to unite our people than
anything that has happened for a year or two. The Garden
Party on May 28th was St Mildred’s own celebration which
proved to be a very happy one - in glorious sunshine!”

Silver Jubilee 1977
I was 20 and Glyn was 22, and we had been married almost a
year. Weather-wise it was fabulous! At the time, I was working
for a US bank located in Berkeley Square. There was a garden
party in the middle of the square, to which all staff and partners
were invited - along with the many rich and famous in the area! It
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was so glamorous, but I didn't fully appreciate the ambience at
the time. The following day we spent at The Odney Club, a
private facility owned by the John Lewis Partnership, located on
the River Thames in Cookham, Berkshire. My mum had been a
partner of JLP for numerous years, but this was the first and only
time we had visited the club. It was baking hot and I remember
sitting under a tree on the riverbank with my feet dangling in the
cool water. Glyn got a red nose and my sister's boyfriend (now
husband), who was very fair and red-haired, ended up the colour
of a boiled lobster. We all know more about sunscreen now than
we did then!

Diamond Jubilee 2012
It was my privilege to help organise the "street party" held in the
church. Together with Wendy Pearce, Ann Street, Liz Seal et al,
we managed to pull together an amazing event. I recall lots of
people springing into action immediately after the service to
organise everyone moving
chairs and tables. There was
an amazing spread of food
and musical entertainment.
There was dancing, eating
and lots of chat, laughter
and fun. The party was
memorialised by Dennis
Jeanes' photography, but the
vision of David Nicholls' waistcoat (right-hand side of picture) is
forever in my memory!
Pat Howard

Royal Reminiscences
I was an eleven year old in my first year at Grammar School,
when the Headmistress interrupted our Maths lesson to tell us
that the King (George VI) had died, and that the BBC wireless
(radio) was suspending all programmes for the day, and would
just be playing music. Of course this was a great shock to us
all, staff and pupils alike. Our Maths lesson was then also
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suspended, and we were allowed to just sit and talk quietly
amongst ourselves. What were my two immediate concerns?
Firstly, what would we call Queen Mary (the late King’s mother)
now that we had a new Queen Mother and, secondly, what would
my mother do when she switched on the wireless for Mrs Dale’s
Diary and found it wasn’t on! How our priorities change over the
years! Two days later, the whole school assembled in the school
hall to hear the Proclamation of the new Queen (Elizabeth II),
which was broadcast on the wireless.
For the Coronation we had a “street” party in the local farmer’s
field - I was brought up in semi-rural Hampshire. It was a cold
day, the children’s tea would have included jelly and blancmange,
and the adults were glad enough to stand just inside the marquee,
out of the wind. All school children in the area received a small
gift from their local authority and, as I lived in one borough but
went to school in another, I received one from each! One was a
small model of the Coronation coach and horses, and the other
was a book about our new Queen. Of course, in those days very
few people had a television, so we all had to go to the pictures
(cinema) a few weeks later to see the film made of the Coronation.
By the time of the Silver Jubilee, I was married with two
children and living in Selwood Road. We had a street party, with
games and races, and then had to decamp for tea to the little chapel
on the corner of Bingham Road and Parkview Road when the
rain came! There was a hat competition for the children, and
Geoff made toppers for our two, in red, white and blue. There
was also a St Mildred’s celebration in the old vicarage garden.
Here, there was a fancy dress competition for the children, and
Geoff decked our two out as the orb and sceptre and I believe
they won a prize. There was also a hat competition for the
adults, and Geoff made crowns for himself and me.
Pat Nicholls

Silver Jubilee
I well remember the Queen’s Silver Jubilee celebrations around
the time of my 19th birthday, as I was preparing to go to Nottingham
University. We were practising some very challenging music in
the church choir of St Matthew’s, West Wimbledon; I remember
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stumbling through the bass part of William Walton’s grand setting
of the Te Deum one Friday evening! Eventually, our small choir
joined up with choirs from all across London for a huge rehearsal
at the Royal College of Music. The whole thing came together
in spectacular fashion when, under the legendary conductor
David Willcocks’ conducting, we eventually performed with full
orchestra and full organ at the Royal Albert Hall. That summer
was a heady mixture for me of inspiring music, royal pomp and
pageantry on our TV sets, and an exciting Freshers’ Week,
where I would first meet my wife-to-be Diana. The rest, as they
say, is history!
Revd Roger Hagon
I was six when it was the Silver Jubilee. We had a ‘Best Dressed
House’ competition in our road and my dad decided to paint our
crazy paving in the front garden red, white and blue! We also
had decorations in our windows. We won the prize for the best
decorated house. There was also a cake competition and my
mum entered a soldier cake and a queen cake. I had a similar
princess cake for my seventh birthday.
I remember the Craigen Avenue street party, as I was allowed
to stay up late and we were dancing to ‘Knees up Mother Brown’.
There was a fancy dress competition at school and also at
St Mildred’s. My brother and I went as St George and the
princess and we had a dragon made out of egg boxes!
Nichola Mander (and Jonathon, Jackie and Keith)

Diamond Jubilee
We have had lots of street parties since we have lived in
Lismore Road. We had one for William and Kate’s wedding, the
Queen’s 90th birthday and the Diamond Jubilee and the other
years in between. There is always a band and a bouncy castle.
On the Diamond Jubilee it rained heavily and we all ended
up in Emmanuel Church Hall with another street, who were
having a party around the corner. There were rivers of water
running down the street, but we still had a good time with friends
and family.
Nichola Mander
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Sunday 31st

Tues
Thurs

2nd
4th

Sunday 7th

Parish Post

SEVENTH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY
8:00am
Service of the Word
10:00am
Service of the Word

2:00pm
2:30pm

Gardening Club
Mothers’ Union Garden Party for
Mary Sumner Day - Penny Locke’s
house

EIGHTH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY
10:00am
Parish Communion

From the Parish Register
Holy Baptisms:
26th June
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Thomas Loft
Emily Loft
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Seeking Stillness
~

Reflections
Reflecting whilst looking out of
a Railway Train Window
I’m sitting in a window seat on the 11.03am Kings Cross to Leeds
LNER Azuma train. I shall be on board this train for the next two
and a quarter hours – and as I’m travelling ‘solo’ there’s plenty
of time for reflection…I hope that the seat next to me remains
empty…I settle myself into the seat with my jacket around my
shoulders, my book and coffee on the small table…and I look
out of the window. People carrying rucksacks, bags; wheeling
cases; pushing buggies; gathering children, belongings; clutching
coffee and sandwiches; dogs on leads; and even a cat in a
carrying basket. It’s one platform, in one London station, on a
Friday morning in May. A snapshot of humanity on the move,
through the window of a railway train.
As the train pulls out of the station I watch as we pass
buildings and warehouses, other rail tracks snaking away around
corners, slipping down through arches and tunnels. Concrete,
bricks, steel and stony ballast – the materials of construction with
which our cities are formed. So stable and secure, planned by
architects and designers, built with human skill, strength and
endeavour. Yet how easily these structures can be destroyed –
greed and evil intent can surface, intrude and disrupt the core of
a community…
Pause…pray for those who this day are fleeing destruction
of home and community – especially in Ukraine. ‘God is our
refuge and strength, an ever present help in trouble.’ Psalm 46:1
Even amidst the devastation, there are signs of God’s love,
in the hands and care and compassion of those who can, who
will, support those who are in such need.
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Passing suburbs now, residential streets, local school, church,
gardens, allotments - high streets filled with shops and shoppers,
buses, cars, people. So many lives, so much movement, so
much busyness. Of course, I know nothing of these people,
these lives, I’m an observer – passing by at high speed…but our
Creator God knows every little detail….
Pause…the opening of psalm 139 - ‘O Lord, you have searched
me and you know me. You know when I sit and when I rise.’
The journey continues into open country. My view from the
window is now of fields, with hedges dividing them, offering
home for countless birds and small, wild creatures. They all
have their rhythm of life, their daily habits…
Pause…yet God watches over and cares for each one of
these – He knows every one - ‘all creatures great and small.’
Wind turbines stand regally on a hill - massive sails whirling
gently, generating power for factories, homes, offices, hospitals…
Pause…‘Spirit of God, unseen as the wind’...without the Spirit
there is no energy, no life, no breath, no purpose.
I see reservoirs, a river… Pause…‘Water of Life’ – water
which will be purified and then be pumped to dwellings near and
far…Water…essential for life, for living…
As the train pulses on its way northwards, I see the rolling
land begin to rise into hills. I think of the bedrock beneath the
greenness of the surface.
Pause…Hills which were formed in earth’s early days…hills
which I look up at and marvel at their magnificence, their seeming
immovability, their constancy…
I will arrive, soon, at my destination – Leeds. These thoughts
will become mere moments, visual snapshots, some big, some
small, which my eyes observed as I was carried along in this train
carriage. I give thanks for this opportunity to be still, to be passive
amidst movement, to be an observer of the wonders of Creation,
as seen from the window of a railway train…and I give thanks to
the One, our Creator God who made all that is – seen and unseen –
and who holds all in heaven and on earth, in his awesome, loving
hands. I pray for the presence and guidance of the Holy Spirit –
likewise unseen, yet as close as my soul. Amen.
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Reflecting on an Agapanthus Plant
Bought last summer, the Agapanthus was in bud, and just
beginning to flower. I so enjoyed watching the delicate, blue
flower spikes emerging. I marvelled at the fine
strands and threads. The flowering season
ended, and there was a pot of healthy looking,
spiky green leaves. Then, as the autumn season
flowed, the leaves grew less vigorously. Through
the winter months I checked the Agapanthus,
concerned for the plant’s well-being. A few green
spikes remained, but little other activity was
visible… This, of course, was the waiting time until spring once
more returned.
I hoped, I trusted, that just as many other plants were doing
– that below the surface of the earth and compost in my agapanthus’s
pot – there was growth, life, roots and shoots developing in the
darkness. I waited…there was a little sun, a lot of rain, and the
agapanthus seemed so still…
Then, after some weeks, in early May, I noticed some new,
tiny shoots at the base of the now, rather small, leaf spikes.
Within days it could be seen that these were flower buds! My
waiting, my trusting, my hoping had been fulfilled – there would
be new, blue, agapanthus flowers on my agapanthus plant this
summer!
God, the Unseen Gardener had, of course,
been working through the seasons.
Pause…God created Time, and gave it to us unconditionally.
Our culture has reached a point where many regard waiting as
a negative thing. Result? An ever increasing pace of living and
a sense of being in the fast lane, with no apparent exit lane…
Ponder on the agapanthus…
On the day which we know as Ascension, Jesus left his
followers, and returned to the Trinity in the heavenly places.
Although no longer physically visible, he promised that a companion,
a comforter, would come - the Holy Spirit – bringer of colour, life,
breath, energy, LIFE! But… there was to be a time of waiting.
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They must have wondered how they would live, work, share
the way which Jesus had lived and taught through his life. His
resurrection appearances, although unexpected, had given
them hope and reassurance. But these were over once Jesus
ascended into heaven.
With the coming of the Holy Spirit at the first Pentecost, the
disciples of Jesus found that their lives were once again filled
with the energy, purpose and colour, which only a close walk
with our Unseen Creator God can bring.
Times of waiting, of hoping, of trusting in the promise of the
Holy Spirit…my agapanthus plant was a visual reminder of the
need for patient trust and waiting. Colour and life returned – all
in good time – in God’s good time.
Come Holy Spirit, fill our hearts, our lives with your breath,
your vibrant colour, your love and warmth. Amen.
Jane Hoskins
SPA - All Saints Warlingham

Fragrance and Breath
Jane Hoskins will be leading an afternoon exploring the mystery
and memory of fragrance, and the life and energy of breath, two
vital yet unseen gifts of God.

Saturday 9 July 2022
2pm – 5pm
All Saints Church
Warlingham CR6 9NU
This afternoon of ‘Seeking Stillness’ offers an opportunity to
step aside from the busyness of everyday. Time to sit, and be,
and rest in God’s Presence.
Booking is essential. For further information and to book
your place, please email j.hoskins233@btinternet.com
or telephone 07398 290969
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Seeking Stillness

In the House of the Potter
‘Yet, O Lord, you are our father, we are the clay
and you are the potter, we are all the work of
your hands.’ Isaiah 64:8

A Weekend Retreat at Wychcroft
Southwark Diocese’s Resource and Retreat Centre
South Park Lane, Bletchingley, Surrey, RH1 4NE
Leader: Jane Hoskins
Friday 16 September – Sunday 18 September 2022
An opportunity to spend time in prayer and contemplation,
thinking of God, our Maker, as the divine Potter. Imagine
God sitting at the potter’s wheel, looking on eagerly, smiling
lovingly, reassuringly, as the shape emerges from the clay
beneath his hands.
Come and step aside from the busyness of every day and
spend time in the restful space of this old Victorian house, with
chapel and garden, in the countryside below the Surrey hills.
There will be morning and evening prayer in chapel, inputs
on the theme, and time for personal space, prayer, and
contemplation.

Cost: £180 per person

Non-refundable deposit of £30 payable on booking

Please contact Jane Hoskins
j.hoskins233@btinternet.com
or telephone 07398 290969
for a Booking Form and further information
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50 Golden Years!
Congratulations to Penny and Ray Locke who celebrated
their 50th Wedding Anniversary on Friday 27 May. They were
married at St James’ Church, Riddlesdown, but have been very
much a part of St Mildred’s for many years.
Blessings and good wishes for them
were included in the Sunday service on
29 May, after which there was prosecco,
cake and golden
balloons in the Centre!
Penny and Ray
said: “A huge thank
you to all our friends
at St Mildred’s for all
the wonderful cards and messages, and
especially for Sharon's wonderful cake,
on the occasion of our recent Golden
Wedding Anniversary. We were very touched, especially by
the lovely prayer of blessing from Roger at the end of the
morning service.”
Karen Rooney

Annual Choir Trip
At the end of this month our choir will be returning to
Guildford Cathedral to sing the services from Thursday
28 July to Sunday 31 July. They last
sang there in 2019.
They hope to see some of you there
during their visit as your support is
always much appreciated.
Karen Rooney

Page 32

Parish Post

Volume 97 Issue 6

The Bishop of Kingston,
Richard Cheetham, writes...
“The times they are a-changing” are the famous
lyrics from the Bob Dylan song in the mid-1960s.
It was an era of rapid social and political
change and also in the midst of the Cold War,
so both hope and fear ran alongside each
other. Of course, the world and life are always
changing, but there are periods in which the
rate of change seems disconcertingly rapid.
Arguably, we are living through one of
those times now, with the huge effect of the pandemic upon all our
lives, the destabilising effect of the terrible conflict in Ukraine and
some of those elsewhere in the world, the rapidly deteriorating
economic conditions which have produced a real crisis for many,
both in this country and abroad. In addition there is the constant
concern about global warming and the devastating consequences
that could bring to our world if we do not act quickly.
The month of June [saw] the national celebrations of the
Platinum Jubilee for Queen Elizabeth, whose long and distinguished
reign has been one point of stability in a very rapidly changing
world for 70 years. The Queen has been guided both by her
deep sense of duty to the role to which she has been called and
also by her strong Christian faith, about which she has spoken
very clearly. This has been her rock and guide through the
enormous changes she has seen during her long reign. Rightly,
there [were] many services of Thanksgiving, including that in our
Cathedral, as well as many parties across the country.
In our Diocese we have also seen and are living through
huge and rapid changes in the many communities that we
serve across South London and East Surrey. One of the very
encouraging parts of our ministry is the number of people who
are called both to ordained ministry, and various forms of lay
ministry. The end of June and beginning of July will see the
ordination of some fine new deacons and priests to serve God’s
Church. We are also seeking to develop and encourage many
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forms of lay ministry right across the Church. The beginning of
June [saw] the great festival of Pentecost when we remembered
the gifts of the Holy Spirit to equip God’s Church for its mission
and ministry. So through June, and into July, we are encouraging
a season of lay ministries as we all reflect on God’s call to each
of us in our various places and stages of life.
The end of June will also see the consecration of the
Venerable Dr Rosemarie Mallett as the next Bishop of Croydon,
and we give thanks for her appointment and pray for all that lies
ahead. On a personal note, I will be finishing in October after
20 years as Bishop of Kingston. It is the most enormous privilege
to serve in this vibrant and diverse area and I thank God for the
wonderful ministries of so many people it has been my privilege
to serve with.
So, of course, “the times they are a-changing.” As the
Church we are called to “proclaim the Gospel afresh in each
generation”. At times we can be overwhelmed with the many
fears and challenges which a changing world presents, but the
Gospel speaks to us of the transforming power of God’s selfgiving love made known in the death and resurrection of Christ.
In the midst of all these changes, and in the power of the Holy
Spirit, this is the basis of our deep hope and confidence in God
as we look to the future.
Bishop Richard
Bishop Richard will be concluding his term of office on 17 October
2022, the 20th anniversary of his consecration. He is one of the
longest-serving stipendiary bishops in the Church of England.
“It has been a great privilege to serve the Diocese of Southwark
for the last 20 years,” said Bishop Richard. “The Kingston Episcopal
Area, is a wonderfully interesting and diverse part of London, full of
many fine examples of mission and ministry. It is served by very
committed and able clergy and laity and their faithful and imaginative
responses and adaptations to the many often rapid changes in
communities during the last 20 years have been inspirational. I have
also been privileged to engage with its many excellent institutions
and organisations in the wider world on matters of common concern
such as the environment, education and interfaith relations.”
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Snapshot of Saint Mildred
St Mildred was born around 660 and died after 732. She was
an Anglo-Saxon Abbess of the Abbey at Minster-in-Thanet,
Kent, and was declared a saint after her death. Her
sisters were also considered saints, and Mildred, along with her
extended family, features in the Kentish Royal Legend. Later
her remains were moved to Canterbury.

Happy Holidays
Our childhood holidays were bliss,
We gloried in each day.
All thoughts of school were put aside,
We set our minds on play.
Our days of youth brought freedom,
Adventure was our aim.
We’d leave the boundaries of home,
And brave new worlds we’d claim.
Time passes – see the little ones,
Who want just sea and sand,
A bucket and a bathing suit,
A cornet in each hand.
For some of us those days are gone,
Our holiday’s at home.
No more we feel the itchy feet,
The strong desire to roam.
We still can travel in our hearts,
Find joy down memory lane,
Revisit all those happy times,
Relive them once again.
Barbara Pearson

Volume 97 Issue 6

Parish Post

Page 35

SAMARATHON
As many of you know, not only am I a SPA but I am also a Sam
(Samaritan) at our local Croydon branch.
This year I have signed up to do the ‘Samarathon’ - Samaritans’
version of a marathon - to raise funds for our branch. This will
involve walking or jogging 26.2 miles during the month of July.
A group of us have signed up from my branch and called
ourselves ‘The Croydon Challengers’.
If anyone would like to sponsor me, here is the link to my
fundraising page: https://samarathon.enthuse.com/pf/jane-ward?
utm_source=EnthuseSendGrid&utm_medium=Email&utm_camp
aign=website
If anyone would like to
sponsor me in the old-fashioned
way, I will put a form at the back
of church.
Here I am in my Samarathon
T-shirt that I will be wearing when
jogging or walking.
I would be happy to talk to
anyone who wants to know more
about the work of Samaritans
or, indeed, what is involved in
being a Samaritans volunteer.
You can also find out more
here:
https://www.samaritans.org/

‘Every 10 seconds, Samaritans responds to a call
for help. No judgement. No pressure. We're here
for anyone who needs someone.’

Telephone 116 123

Call us free, day or night, 365 days a year
Jane Ward
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Diocese of Southwark Training
Ground Floor Guide to 2 Corinthians

2 Corinthians is the fascinating book in which St Paul faces up
to the difficulties of his life and faith by exploring three paradoxes
- joy in affliction, riches in poverty and power in weakness. This
hour-long session for those who would like to begin exploring the
book is led by the Revd Richard Dormandy. As well as being Vicar
of Holy Trinity and St Matthias’ Church, Tulse Hill, Richard is the
author of a book about 2 Corinthians - The Madness of St Paul:
How St Paul Rediscovered the Love of God.

Tuesday 12 July 8.00pm - 9.00pm, Zoom, free

Ground Floor Guide to Angels

Another intriguing subject; another short, sharp hour of introduction.
Angels are spiritual beings that are neither God nor human, who
live alongside the Trinity, worshipping and doing God’s will from the
beginning. We are very much aware of them in art; should we be
equally aware of them in life? This session is led by the Revd
Jonathan Macy, who is a vicar in the Thamesmead Team Ministry.

Thursday 14 July 7.30pm - 8.30pm, Zoom, free

Praying in a Garden

The next in our ‘Praying with ...’ series is especially for those
who love to be outdoors. Although we will meet in front of a
computer to pray, we will be asked to go outside (weather
permitting of course) to stand in a garden or street and observe
God’s natural creation. We will share what we have seen, and it
will lead us into praise, into delight in the goodness of God, and
into prayer for our fragile environment. Our prayers are led by
Marion Watson, a Reader at St Mary the Virgin Church, Lewisham
who will also talk about the church’s therapeutic garden.

Wednesday 20 July 7.30 - 9.00pm, Zoom, free

To book your place on one of these courses
email: learning@southwark.anglican.org
Peter Graystone - Lay Training Officer
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Contact List
Leadership Team
Revd Roger Hagon (Vicar)
Revd Dr Evie Vernon O’Brien (Hon Asst Curate)
Revd Marie King (Hon Asst Priest - Retired)
Jane Ward (Pastoral Auxiliary)
Steve Chapman (Trainee Reader)

8676 1569

Staying In Touch Pastoral Team
Jane Ward (Co-ordinator)
Parish Office
Jenny Nicholls and Jan Stead
8655 1434
(Monday - Friday 9am - 12noon)
Email: parishoffice@stmildredschurch.org.uk
Website: www.stmildredschurch.org.uk
Centre Manager
Leander Garner
Parish Post Magazine
Karen Rooney and Jane Ward

8654 1434
Contact via Parish Office

Copy deadline for next issue: Tuesday 12 July 2022
Parochial Church Council (PCC) Officers
Church Warden s
Steve Chapman
Janet Palmer
Secretary
Judy Bennett
Electoral Roll
Rona Macdonald
Treasurer
Colin Simonds
Parish Safeguarding Officers
Chris Hatton
Helen Medland
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Worship Team
Director of Music
Live Streaming
Ladies’ Choir
Flowers
Readers
Intercessions
Weekly Prayer List
Servers
Sacristan
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Richard Mander
Matt Webb
Penny Locke
Sharon Collins
Roger Hagon
Chris Simmons
Margaret Simmons
Alan and Joy Griffiths
Lin Kensington

Children and Young People
Mountaineers (Sunday School) Sophie Blankson
Toddlers (Tues 9:30am - 11:15am, term time)
WOWChurch (13 to 25)
Leander Garner
Millies’ Pre-School
Kim Benham 07706 929878
Beavers, Cubs & Scouts
Derek Lee
Church and Community Groups
Mission and Outreach
Jane Ward
Home Groups
Steve Chapman
Social Team
Mothers’ Union
Jackie Bartley
Bible Reading Notes
Elizabeth Fleischer
Women’s Group
Vera Burch
The Lit
Elizabeth Fleischer
Friends of St Mildred’s
Margaret Simmons
Addiscombe Neighbourhood Care (ANCA) Norman Till 8654 5062
Association for Pastoral Care
in Mental Health (APCMH)
8654 4010
For enquiries please contact the Parish Office on 020 8655 1434
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HOT NEWS!
SATURDAY 22 OCTOBER
KEEP THE DATE FREE

CONCERT IN AID OF THE ORGAN APPEAL

The band played at the start of
HM The Queen’s 2021 Christmas broadcast

CENTRAL BAND OF THE ROYAL BRITISH LEGION
ARE RETURNING TO ST MILDRED’S

MORE DETAILS TO FOLLOW
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