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The monthly magazine
for St Mildred’s
Find out what’s going on in your Parish!

Come and Celebrate

The Queen’s
Platinum Jubilee
at St Mildred’s
with a bring and
share lunch
On Sunday 5 June from 12.30pm to 3pm
We seek to be an open and loving church, growing in faith
and confidence, and joyfully sharing God’s love with all

St Mildred’s

30 Bingham Road, Addiscombe
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Addiscombe
DIY
(formerly R&G Sealey)


ALL YOUR DIY NEEDS


Ironmongery - Tools
Electrical - Timber
Plumbing - Gardening
Decorating - Household Goods
Loose Paraffin - Key cutting &
Security Locks
187 Lower Addiscombe Road
Croydon CRO 6RA

Reliable residential window
cleaning in the Addiscombe area.
Choose monthly, bi-monthly or
quarterly.
Gutter clearing available on an
annual or one-off basis.
Commercial work also
undertaken.

Tel: 020 8654 2880

Open 8am-6pm Mon-Sat

A.N.C.A.
Local Neighbourhood Care

CAN WE HELP YOU ?
CAN YOU HELP US ?
We desperately need more
NEW VOLUNTEERS
for our many services to
benefit vulnerable local people.
If you could offer a few hours
a month as a driver; escort on
our shopping buses; help at
our lunch clubs; or any
other practical assistance, or
YOU KNOW SOMEONE
NEEDING OUR HELP
please call us on

020 8654 5062

020 8654 4188

LOCAL
ELECTRICIAN
Household electrical
work undertaken.
Small jobs to rewires.
FREE ESTIMATES

Neil Paterson
T: 020 8777 7373
M: 07956 100887
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Come and Worship at St Mildred’s
website: www.stmildredschurch.org.uk

Online streamed services are still taking place
and they can be accessed via this link:
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UChItFWkqY5m8jtcGlQ00SZg

The church is also open for worship

SERVICES

(See diary on pages 16 and 17 for further details)
Holy Communion
Sundays at 8am and 10am
Midweek Holy Communion
Wednesdays at 10am in the Lady Chapel

Monthly Choral Evensong
2nd Sunday of every month at 3.30pm
Face coverings can still be worn but are not compulsory
Enquiries about Baptisms, Weddings, Funerals,
Home Communions, Visits and the Burial of Ashes
in our Rose Garden, please contact the Parish Office
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Pastoral Letter

June 2022

Revd Roger Hagon shares his thoughts...
Dear Friends
We are blessed in our parish with both gardens
and gardening! On a recent walk around the
parish, I was particularly fascinated by the variety
of front gardens along our roads, each one saying something
about the beauty of nature and the interest, or lack of interest,
by the occupier! Take a good look for yourselves! We also have
some lovely public gardens and allotments in which people work,
exercise, play, chat or walk their dogs. Those without gardens
often choose to fill their rooms with plants and flowers. Here at
St Mildred’s, we now have our Community Garden, open to everyone
and currently offering an early harvest of Spring vegetables.
I am conscious of gardens playing a big part in the Bible. The
Garden of Eden is the place where God is seen walking in the
cool of the day and recognizing goodness in everything he has
made. And I am thinking that, when we walk around or look out
of our windows, we too might recognize God’s presence in all he
has made and is still making in the ‘garden of his world’ today. The
Garden of Gethsemane is the place in which Jesus chooses to
rest the night before his death and where he pours out his soul
to his heavenly Father. And I am thinking that, spending time in
our own garden, sitting at home or whilst
Inside this issue:
walking, we too might more earnestly share
Pastoral Letter
5 with God our deepest desires. The Easter
Organ Project
6 Garden is the place in which Jesus’ disciples,
though grief-stricken with the loss of their
Mothers’ Union
14
Lord, feel his presence, hear his voice
Diary
16
and know that he is still mysteriously
Seeking Stillness
18 present with them. And I am thinking that,
People of the Parish 24 in sunshine or in shade, we too might
Pat’s Crossword
26 know God’s consoling and life-giving
Contact List
29 presence in the coolness of the morning
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air, under a shady tree in the midday sun, and in the gentle
fragrance of the evening air.
The prophet Isaiah dares to write that we, ourselves, are
like well-watered gardens. So may we be always open, and
offering those around us refreshment, space to be, and a
friendly consoling presence in all the Edens, Gethsemanes and
Easters of our days.
Roger

Choir Trip to Rochester
On Saturday 7 May the choir sang Evensong at Rochester Cathedral.
The music included Cantique de Jean Racine by Fauré and Te Lucis
Ante Terminum by our very own Richard Mander.
Despite several challenges, including members of the choir
testing positive for Covid and our rehearsal location being changed,
we rose to the occasion.
As Richard said afterwards: ‘we really showed how resilient
the choir is and performed really well.’
A very enjoyable and rewarding day.
Jane Ward

Update on Organ Project
Firstly, a big THANK YOU to everyone who has supported the
organ appeal in many different ways.
The fundraising has been extremely successful and we are
currently more than two thirds of the way towards the target
amount of £300,000.
We have been very fortunate in having secured pledges of
financial support from charities, including the Reginald Arthur
Baker Trust, The Williams Church Music Trust and the OnOrgan
Fund. We have also received a generous bequest from the estate
of our much missed friend and supporter Liz Seal.
The congregation at St Mildred’s has also given very generously
by donating lump sums and /or taking out monthly standing
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orders in aid of the organ appeal. Significant sums of money have
also been raised through concerts as well as from donations
following the regular recitals after the monthly services of choral
evensong.
The organ fundraising appeal was re-launched during the
10am service on 27 February. At that service a presentation was
given, supported by photographs and film clips shown on the big
screen. The amazing time-lapse films of our new organ pipes
being removed from their previous church can be viewed on the
organ appeal website: www.stmildredsorganproject.com
There is a wealth of information available on this excellent
website, including dozens of photographs taken by Richard
Mander.
At the re-launch service the congregation was introduced to
the collecting tins. Many people have taken one of the tins. The
idea is that any spare loose
change is placed in the tins.
Having a tin at home is also
a reminder to keep focused
on the need for fundraising.
The inspiration for the
tins came from the “Million
Pennies Scheme” quoted
within the pages of “The
Story of St Mildred’s” by Dr
Budden. One million
pennies were collected over
a period of 22 months,
which raised the amazing
sum of £4,000 back in 1935
(approximately £70,000 in today’s money) and was a significant
amount towards the building of our church.
This time around we are hoping for silver coins and even
banknotes. Every penny counts!
If you would like to take a tin home, please speak to
Warren or Richard.
Please take a good look at the display panels at the back of
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the church - the display is very informative. Please also place
any spare cash in the wooden organ pipe at the back of church.
I know that some congregation members put money into the
pipe whenever they attend church.
Please consider setting up a monthly
standing order with your bank for 24 or 36
months towards the organ fund. This would
greatly help the PCC and organ committee
with the financial planning over the next couple
of years, as staged payments are made to the
organ builders. Forms for this are located at
the back of the church along with Gift Aid
forms if appropriate. In the meantime,
applications for further grants are being made.
Please continue to support the organ
project in any way you can. We are hoping
that our new west gallery organ will be
installed in time for Easter 2024.
Please speak to Richard or Warren if you
have any questions at all about the organ project. Thank you.
Warren Hall

APCM
On Sunday 1 May the Annual Parochial Church Meeting (APCM)
was held in church. A number of elections were held for the
year April 2022 to April 2023 and the results are as follows:


Churchwardens: Steve Chapman and Janet Palmer



Representatives at Deanery Synod: Patricia Howard, Rona
Macdonald and Richard Morrall



PCC members: Judy Bennett, Elizabeth Fleischer, Alan
Griffiths, Alice Kawoya, Richard Mander, Stephen Philcox
and Rebecca Sangeetha
The Editors
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Lobsters, wet grass and great balls of fire!
On Wednesday 11 May at 7.30pm, a group of seven of us set off
from St Mildred’s on a Prayer Walk. I explained that the intention
was not to walk briskly to improve our heart, but to walk slowly to
improve our awareness! I asked the group to walk in silence and
open their minds and hearts to what God wanted them to see and
hear. I encouraged them to use all their senses and expect some
surprises! When we paused, various people commented about
such things as…
 The smell of the wet grass as we entered the Bingham
Road Rec - it had rained earlier - and some of the pink
brightly coloured flowers on the trees.
 Beautiful bird song, then the sound of a child’s laughter as
he played. I felt that we should be thankful for the facilities
in the park, the play area for the children, the basketball
area, and the tennis courts.
 I remembered people who lived on the street and said a
prayer for them.
 We were met with a ball of fire as the sun was setting in the
west. It was awe inspiring.
 I was pleasantly surprised to see guinea pigs in the hutch
at the front of a house.
 There was a tram picking up passengers - several of them
smiled as we went by.
 A group of young people - I felt tension between them. Two
separated from the group and ignored one of the others
calling them back. I said a prayer for them, asking God to
guide them.
 I noticed a tattoo parlour on Shirley Road and a huge
lobster in a front garden!
 Passing the Roman Catholic church, I said a prayer for a
coming together of all the Christian sects.
 I found it calming but at the same time thought provoking.
A beneficial sharing of our thoughts with each other.
 An opportunity prayerfully to contemplate and explore the
local area.

Please join us for other prayer meetings
on the second Wednesday of every month
Revd Roger Hagon
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St Mildred’s Church Websites
St Mildred’s church has a website, a Facebook page and a Twitter
feed, as well as an entry on the ‘A church near you’ website, which
is bolted onto the main Church of England website.
Our websites have been enormously successful, to such an
extent that, while the church was being refurbished recently, we
decided to do the same for our online presence, updating the
regular features: service info, prayer resources, events, news,
gallery etc; while adding loads of new features, including a detailed
calendar of events, online ticketing, an interactive prayer wall and
live streamed services. Do take a look: www.stmildredschurch.org.uk
During Lockdown our website proved invaluable.
The number of responses we receive from all three sites
asking for further information is very encouraging and shows that
we need to make sure that EVERYTHING is included. Please
can you try to include us in your loop when plans are made so
that the relevant information can be posted/updated ASAP.
Why not also take a look at our other innovative website WowChurch - https://www.wowchurch.org.uk/. This amazing site
has videos, a chat facility and a prayer wall - as well as also
being available on Facebook, Twitter and Instagram .
Margaret Simmons

Don Giovanni
Penny and Ray are taking part in Surrey Opera’s production of
Don Giovanni at St Mary Magdalene Church on 24 and 25 June
and at the Minack Theatre in July. As usual, Ray has helped to
build the set.
This dramatic, timeless story is a black comedy for all ages
ranging from farce to tragedy and set to Mozart’s magnificent
music. With a stunning cast and chorus and accompanied by a
full orchestra, this production of Mozart's undisputed masterpiece
is a treat not to be missed!

Tickets can be bought from Penny in church
or by telephoning 020 8654 6205

Volume 97 Issue 5

Parish Post

Page 11

Page 12

Parish Post

Volume 97 Issue 5

Memories of The Queen’s Accession
Two of our parishioners share their memories
In February 1952, Princess Elizabeth was in Kenya at the start
of what was to be a world tour. On 6 February her father, King
George VI, died and she instantly became
Queen Elizabeth II. On her immediate return
to Heathrow my late husband Bill Norris,
chief steward on the BOAC flight, gave her
her first salute as Queen on British soil.
Bill met the Queen again on two
occasions. He received an invitation to
her first Garden Party and, in 1997, was
presented to her at Heathrow when the airport celebrated its 50th
year. Bill was a well loved member of St Mildred’s for 15 years.
Jean Norris

The Coronation - 2 June 1953
a personal refection by Maureen Horne

In 1953 I was living with my parents in Wimbledon. On Coronation
Day we watched the Ceremony on an 8 inch (20cm) black and
white television set. Just as the procession left Westminster
Abbey I decided to rush up to London in order to see what I could
of the rest of the procession at first hand. I caught a completely
empty District Line train to St James’s Park, dashed up Birdcage
Walk and arrived in front of Buckingham Palace where I found
myself standing beside an ambulance parked in front of the
Guards Chapel. After only a few moments a voice from above
my head said there was plenty of room on top, so I climbed the
ladder at the back just in time to see the front of the procession
passing by.
Like the huge crowd in The Mall, I stayed for some time for
the balcony appearances and then went round with everyone
else just joining in and absorbing the atmosphere, enjoying the
refreshments on sale in St James’s Park, until I went back to
Buckingham Palace to hear the Queen’s Broadcast at 9pm, after
which I went home taking memories of the day, which I can still
clearly recall to this day.
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The menu will be foods from around the commonwealth.
Soft drinks will be provided but please bring your own wine, beers
or any other drink you would prefer.
There will be two sign up sheets at the back of the church, one for
numbers attending and a second one with regards food for the lunch.
If unable to come in and sign up but would like to attend on the day,
please send an email to Janet Palmer at palmerjal@aol.com
or ask a friend to add your name to the lists.
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Mothers’ Union
Mandy Campbell had been scheduled to visit us in June 2020,
but it had to be postponed to May this year due to obvious
reasons. We were really looking forward to her talk with the
intriguing title, “The Little Book of Hints and Wrinkles”.
After a slight delay with the technology, we improvised with
a makeshift screen and some scrambling around on the floor to
access suitable plugs and extensions. The Book of Hints and
Wrinkles on which Mandy based her talk was written in about
1939 as an aide memoire to being the perfect housewife. “The
ability to run our house and our daily life smoothly, economically
and with the minimum of worry and fuss is of fundamental importance
if we wish to achieve a happy and contented existence.”
We were astounded at the recommended daily cleaning routine
and fortnightly turnout and had to confess that our own routines,
or lack of them, did not meet the required standards of 1939. It
was interesting, however, to see that the natural remedies and cleaning
products used then are now being advocated again in 2022.
Mandy illustrated her talk with photos from the book showing
furniture and objects of the time and we all said how we remember
our mothers and grandmothers having “one of those”. She told
us about the lists of requirements for our bottom drawer, essential
clothing to acquire and what to do and not do for our babies and
young children.
We had a really fun afternoon which provoked a great deal of
discussion and I think it made us better appreciate our lives today.
Dates
June 9th

2.00pm Outing to Coombe Wood Gardens meeting
at church at 1.30pm
July 7th
6.30pm Social Evening at Jackie’s - more information
to come
.
August 4th 2.00pm Mary Sumner Day in Penny’s Garden

Jackie Bartley, MU Secretary
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100 Club
The winners of the ‘100 Club’ draw for May are:
1st prize of £35 - Harriet Street
2nd prize of £15 - Evie Davey
Ann Street

Vicar’s Retirement
It is with very mixed feelings that I tell you that, in fourteen months’
time, after thirty-eight years serving as a minister in this Diocese,
and after thirteen years serving St Mildred’s Parish as your Vicar, I
shall be retiring. My last service with you has been planned with
the Churchwardens for Sunday 9 July 2023 – St Mildred’s Day.
I have to say right away that this is not due to anything I’ve
done or anything you have done! Rather I can tell you with
sincerity and truth, that my time with you here has been the
most fruitful and enjoyable time of my whole ministry. But both
Diana and I feel that the time is now right for us to lay down the
responsibilities of our working life and to move closer to our
other children on the South Coast. This new chapter in our
lives, and in Matthew’s life too as he prepares to move with us,
will be both exciting and daunting in equal measure as I’m sure
you can imagine. We ask for your prayers as we prepare to
journey on.
This next year will give us all an opportunity to reminisce and
reflect on the past years, to start planning for a future interregnum
which will last until a new vicar is appointed, and to take on any new
responsibilities so the work and mission of our church can be both
maintained and grown. I am happy to say that, with our newly
elected Churchwardens and PCC, and with an enlarged staff team
of Marie, Steve, Evie and Jane, you will be in good hands and
should feel confident that, with God’s help, you can journey
through these future months and years safely and well to the
glory of God.
Revd Roger Hagon
(abridged - full text at www.stmildredschurch.org.uk)
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Holy Communion

PENTECOST
8:00am
Holy Communion
10:00am
Parish Communion
12:30pm
Queen’s Platinum Jubilee Lunch Large Hall
10:00am
Holy Communion in Church
7:30pm
Prayer Meeting - Music Room
1:30pm
Mothers’ Union - Outing to Coombe
Gardens
TRINITY SUNDAY
8:00am
Holy Communion
10:00am
Family Communion
3:30pm
Choral Evensong
10:00am
Holy Communion
10:00am
Coffee and Chat - Small Hall
8:00pm
PCC Meeting - Music Room
FIRST SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY
8:00am
Holy Communion
10:00am
Parish Communion
10:00am
Holy Communion
SECOND SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY
8:00am
Holy Communion
10:00am
Parish Communion with Holy
Baptism
10:00am
Holy Communion
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Sunday 3rd

Parish Post

THIRD SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY
8:00am
Holy Communion
10:00am
Parish Communion

From the Parish Register
Holy Baptisms:
22nd May

Bethany Oliver
Bonnie Oliver

At Rest:
6th June
7th June
8th June

Roy King
Cyril Johnson
June Phillipson
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Seeking Stillness
~

Reflections
Reflecting on ‘Hands’
As we continue to adjust to living in a post pandemic society, it
is wonderful to be able to once again feel that it is safe to
embrace our loved ones, to offer a hand in greeting to a friend,
to gather at the communion rail to receive bread [and wine].
This thought prompted this Reflection on 'Hands'.
Hands…hold out your hands. Take a good, long look at
them. How have you used your hands this
day? Washed, showered, bathed…held a cup
of tea / coffee / a glass of water…prepared a
meal? The list is endless, and it’s likely that
so many actions have been so routine that
you’ve forgotten already! Our hands are an essential part of
our bodies, interconnected, interrelated, like all the other parts,
and generally taken for granted - unless injured, or giving pain
for some reason.
Hands are expressive. How do your hands show what you
are feeling?
Hands may be clenched in anger or fear, or spread open
wide in greeting. Hands may hold the hand of a child, a frail
relative, a loved one, a friend. Hands may clasp one’s head in
moments of extremis, or deep thought, or sadness and grief.
Hands may be placed on another in blessing, in comfort and
support, in healing. Hands may be folded or laid open, in
prayer – lifted in praise.
Sadly, hands can be raised in anger and used in abuse or
violence. Hands can hold weapons, fight and inflict terrible injuries.
Jesus’ hands were ever open hands throughout his earthly
life and ministry. Open hands which cared, healed, blessed and
held all whom he met, in friendship, love, warmth and hospitality.
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Those hands held outstretched in blessing, even on the cruelty
of the cross. The hands which were so brutally damaged by
nails, in which the marks remained, yet were glorified on
resurrection day.
Hands feature a lot in the resurrection accounts of Jesus.
He held out open hands to his disciples when he came to them
in the Upper Room, bringing peace and reassurance. It was the
marks on Jesus’ hands which settled Thomas’ questioning and
affirmed his belief in his risen Lord. It was as Jesus’ hands
broke the bread at supper with the two disciples who met him on
the road to Emmaus. In that moment, they realised that it was
indeed the risen Jesus himself who had walked with them, talked
with them and now sat at supper with them.
The words of St Theresa of Avila remind us that as followers
of Jesus, it is now through our hands, our feet, our eyes and our
compassion, that his love and care can be shared on earth.
Christ has no body now on earth but ours;
Ours are the only hands with which He can do his work;
Ours are the only feet with which He can go about the world;
Ours are the only eyes through which His compassion can
shine forth upon a troubled world.
Christ has no body now on earth but ours.
Jane Hoskins
SPA - All Saints Warlingham

Thank you
We would like to thank Matt and his technical team for the livestreaming of the services over the last couple of years. We have
been very grateful to watch numerous services during the various
times when we have not felt able to attend church. I am sure
there are many others like us.
We would also like to thank St Mildred's and members of the
congregation for their cards and good wishes to help Dennis
celebrate his 90th birthday recently.
Anne and Dennis Jeanes
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Bishop of Croydon Appointed
Her Majesty The Queen has approved the appointment of the
Venerable Dr Rosemarie Mallett, Archdeacon of
Croydon, as Bishop of Croydon. She is the first
female Bishop in the Diocese and will be the
second Barbadian Bishop of Croydon - the first
being the Rt Revd Wilfred Wood who served as
Bishop from 1985 to 2003. Dr Mallett will be
consecrated at Southwark Cathedral on Friday
24 June.
Born in Barbados, Dr Mallett grew up in the UK and was
educated at Sussex University and Warwick University. Prior to
ordination, she was a research sociologist and academic, specialising
in international development and ethno-cultural mental health.
She has lived and worked in Tanzania, Ethiopia and Barbados.
Dr Mallett trained for ministry at the South East Institute of
Theological Education (SEITE) and served her curacy at Christ
Church, Brixton Road. She was ordained Priest in 2005 and
served on General Synod from 2011 to 2021.
Dr Mallett is the Diocesan lead on Racial Justice and authored
the Diocese of Southwark’s Anti-Racism Charter. For more than
20 years, she has served as Trustee and Director of a number of
social action charities across London, all focusing on building
community cohesion. Dr Mallett served as Equalities Commissioner
for five years in Lambeth, and currently acts as adviser to a
Croydon community action project which is focused on reducing
serious youth violence.
Dr Mallett has one daughter, Jane, and enjoys baking and
walking. She loves jazz music and going to the theatre. She
said: “I am thankful to God for the honour and privilege of serving
as the next Bishop of Croydon. I love the diversity of this area
geographically, ethnically and culturally. I will serve the Episcopal
Area of Croydon and East Surrey and the people with great pride
and do my very best to make God’s word and his love be known,
while championing social justice causes across the area for people
of all ages.”
The role of an Area Bishop is to assist the Diocesan Bishop
in mission and the oversight of pastoral care of parishes in each
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of the Episcopal Areas of the Diocese. The Croydon Episcopal
Area in its current form came into being in 1985 after Central
Croydon was transferred from Canterbury Diocese to Southwark
and is comprised of the Archdeaconries of Croydon and Reigate.

New Archdeacon also Announced
The Revd Greg Prior is to replace Dr Mallett as Archdeacon of
Croydon. Greg became Vicar of All Saints with
Holy Trinity, Wandsworth, a two church parish, in
September 2004 and has seen it transformed
into a growing, vibrant and culturally diverse
Christian community, representing more than 14
different nationalities.
The Bishop of Southwark, The Rt Revd
Christopher Chessun, said, “I am delighted that
The Revd Greg Prior will be offering his pastoral gifts, zeal for the
Gospel, and long experience as a parish priest to the Croydon
Archdeaconry and the wider Diocese of Southwark, where he
has served faithfully since 2004. With Dr Rosemarie Mallett, now
Bishop designate of Croydon, and The Venerable Moira Astin,
Archdeacon of Reigate, I am confident that the renewed Croydon
Team will inspire Christ-centred and outward-focused mission
and ministry across the glorious diversity of parishes and people
in the Episcopal Area. Greg will take up his new responsibilities
in the autumn and I commend him and Judith, as well as the
whole family, to your prayers.”
Dr Rosemarie Mallett said, “Croydon area is a place of
wonderful diversity and faith plays a major role in many people's
lives. I very much look forward to Greg joining the team in Croydon
and bringing his gifts and skills to the work of the Archdeaconry.
They will be much needed to assist our churches in mission,
ministry and kingdom building as the Croydon area continues to
change and develop."
Greg enjoys spending time with his wife, Judith, and their
three children. He enjoys listening to a wide variety of music
styles and plays the guitar, saxophone and sings. Greg continues
to have a keen interest in interior design and architecture, which
came into its own during the refurbishment of the two churches.
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A Season of Lay Ministries
In order to celebrate those in lay ministry in our Diocese, Bishop
Christopher has declared the weeks from the first Sunday after
Trinity (19 June) to the fourth Sunday after Trinity (10 July) as a
Season of Lay Ministries.

This is an opportunity to thank those engaged in lay ministry for
all that they do in the Diocese, and for them to consider whether
they might be being called by God to a further development in their
ministerial life. It also gives clergy and laity alike the chance to
encourage others to think about whether they too may be called to
affirmed, commissioned or licensed ministry. In the Diocese of
Southwark we are committed to encouraging more lay ministry
and vocation and have a wide range of recognised lay ministries.
Affirmed ministries are locally driven and respond to local
need. They often involve partner organisations in the community.
They are discerned within the local context and training takes
place locally. People taking on this kind of ministry are then
blessed or affirmed at Area, Deanery or Parish level.
Examples of affirmed ministry include:
 People in pastoral ministry such as Street Pastors, Volunteer
Lay Chaplains in hospitals, or leaders of food banks, overnight
shelters and local Christian charities

Volume 97 Issue 5






Parish Post

Page 23

People working with children and young people (CYP) as
church representatives on school, college, and university
governing bodies, or those teaching CYP
Worship leaders
People facilitating roles in new monastic communities
Workplace ambassadors

Commissioned ministries operate Diocese-wide and are
discerned at Diocesan level. The Diocese provides training,
which usually takes two years part-time. Once trained, people
undertaking this kind of ministry are commissioned by the
Diocesan Bishop.

Examples of commissioned ministries include:
 Southwark Pastoral Auxiliaries (SPAs)
 Commissioned Lay Pioneers
 Commissioned Youth and Children’s Ministers
Licensed ministries are nationally recognised. People
undertaking this kind of ministry are discerned at Diocesan level
and the Diocese provides training to national standards (Level 4
or equivalent, which usually means two years’ part-time academic
study, plus two years ‘on the job’). After training, people are
licensed by the Diocesan Bishop.
Examples of licensed lay ministers include:
 Readers
 Licensed Lay Pioneers
 Licensed Lay Ministers (Youth and Children)
 Licensed Lay Ministers (Pastoral)
 Church Army Evangelists
Here at St Mildred’s we have a variety of people in lay ministries,
as well as some members who are in the process of ‘discernment’.
Perhaps there are some of you who will be inspired to explore a
form of ministry in the future? I would be happy to chat with you
if you feel drawn to pastoral ministry and Steve Chapman would
be glad to talk to you if you are interested in becoming a Reader.
Jane Ward
(from the Southwark Diocesan website)
To find out more, the diocesan website gives more detail:
https://southwark.anglican.org/exploring-your-call/lay-ministries/
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The editors meet … Evie Vernon O’Brien
As part of our occasional series
‘People of the Parish’, we ask Evie
Vernon O’Brien about her life, her
interests and various other things!
1. How did you become a Christian?
My family brought me up in the Christian faith. My uncle was a
priest and he came to the hospital to baptise me so I had little
choice! My family were all committed to service in one way or
another; my mother went to church and was committed to
helping others. Helping others has always been an important
part of my faith.
I went to a few different church schools which was very
ecumenical; my infant school was Moravian, my prep school
was Roman Catholic and my high school was an Anglican
boarding school - all in Jamaica. Jamaica is an ecumenical
community.
2. Could you tell us a little about your family background
and your present family?
My father, Willy, was in early Jamaican politics - in the independence
movement - and my mother, Merle, was in the civil service. We
were a close family - I had three brothers and two sisters - I
was the youngest. My brother in Canada and my sister in
Florida and me are the only ones still alive.
I have a son, Demoy, who lives in America and my
husband Terry, who is retired. Terry was a black cab driver for
33 years.
3. Can you tell us about your previous work and roles,
both within the church and outside it?
I was ordained as a deaconess in Jamaica in 1982, in parish
ministry in inner city Kingston. I worked as a hospital chaplain
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and taught Biology and RE at different schools and colleges in
Jamaica.
Then I moved to the UK and worked at the Selly Oaks Centre
for Mission Studies in Birmingham. I then worked for the USPG
(United Society Partners in the Gospel), which involved travelling
across the world, and moved to London. After that I did a brief
stint with the Catholic Aids Prevention and Support. Terry became
ill and I gave this up. I then helped at Christ Church, West Croydon
and now have come here.
4. I understand you completed a doctorate? What was its
subject and why did you choose that subject?
The title was ‘Black Priests, Women Priests: the Changing Face of
the Anglican Church in the Caribbean’. I chose this because of my
interest in issues relating to women in theology and racial justice.

5. Have you got a favourite hymn or prayer or piece of art or
pastime?
My favourite hymn is ‘Lift Every Voice and Sing’. This is an
African American hymn/poem, associated with the Civil Rights
Movement. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HcqN-cK0i94
I like to knit. I am also a poet and short story writer - I have
had a couple of things published. Generally there is a theological
theme to my writing.
6. Could you tell us a little about your role at St Mildred’s
and your hopes for how it might develop?
I am finding out at the moment. It is at the exploratory stage. I
will be helping with the services but, as far as other roles are
concerned, I am still exploring this.
7. What do you feel is the church’s role in the world today?
To know Christ and make Christ known. Embodying Christ by
ministry and example, action and love.
I am excited about being here. Terry and I have been impressed
by the love and kindness from the St Mildred’s community to us and
to others. We are amazed by the music too.
Evie was talking to Jane Ward
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Crossword 20

Have a go at Pat Howard’s latest crossword
Answers on page 31
1

2

3

4

5

7

8

6

9

10

11
12
13
14

16

15

17

Cryptic Clues
Across
2
4
5
7

Down

No longer edible (3)
1 Wartime pigeon perhaps (7)
Sharp Tower of London? (5) 2 Gaming probability (4)
Loath promise within (4)
3 Needed for Bridge (4)
Solemn words from the
6 & 16A Have another go (3, 4)
House (5, 6)
7 See 17A
11 Flatter empty rose (5)
8 Don't give up (7)
12 Rate suspicious corn (4)
9 Yea colts help priest (8)
13 Fluctuate (2-2)
10 Ordinary, unsurprising (8
14 Drive rejects item inside (6, 2) 15 Unkempt RUC rogue (3)
16 See 6D
17, 7D & 8A Bacharach & Hal David 1967 composition (1, 3, 1, 6, 6)
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Quick Clues
Across

Down

2 Not on (3)
1 Bearer of parcels or jets (7)
4 Piece of broken glass (5)
2 Not evens (4)
5 Pledge of allegiance (4)
3 Two plus two (4)
7 "Our Father" (5, 6)
6 Score in rugby (3)
11 To flatter, praise (5)
7 See 17A
12 Weed resembling corn (4)
8 Keep trying (7)
13 Spinning toy on string (2-2)
9 Servers at the altar (8)
14 Removes CD (6, 2)
10 Sunday to Saturday (5, 3)
16 On top (4)
15 Mongrel (3)
17, 7D & 8A Sung by Dionne Warwick & Aretha Franklin (1, 3, 1, 6, 6)

Pentecost is on Sunday 5 June this year and
celebrates the descent of the Holy Spirit on the
disciples of Jesus after his Ascension. It is held
on the seventh Sunday after Easter.
Almighty God,
On this day you opened the way of eternal life
to every race and nation
by the promised gift of your Holy Spirit:
Shed abroad this gift throughout the world
by the preaching of the Gospel,
that it may reach to the ends of the earth;
through Jesus Christ our Lord,
who lives and reigns with you,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God,
for ever and ever. Amen.
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Diocese of Southwark Training
Supporting Carers

Informal carers who are looking after a loved one can often feel
they are ‘out of sight; out of mind’. It can be an isolating, hidden
and exhausting role. Carers need the support of their church
family, but what does that support look like?
SAGE (Southwark and Ageing) has been asked about how
the church can support carers of older people, and has invited
Tina English from the charity Embracing Age to outline some
guiding principles for churches in supporting carers within their
congregation and local community.

Tuesday 7 June 7.30pm - 8.45pm, Zoom, free

Ground Floor Guide to 2 Corinthians

The next in our series of introductions to books of the Bible.
2 Corinthians is the fascinating book in which St Paul faces up
to the difficulties of his life and faith by exploring three paradoxes
- joy in affliction, riches in poverty and power in weakness. This
hour-long session for those who would like to begin exploring the
book is led by the Revd Richard Dormandy. As well as being Vicar
of Holy Trinity and St Matthias’ Church, Tulse Hill, Richard is the
author of a book about 2 Corinthians - The Madness of St Paul:
How St Paul Rediscovered the Love of God.

Tuesday 12 July 8.00pm - 9.00pm, Zoom, free

Ground Floor Guide to Angels

Another intriguing subject; another short, sharp hour of introduction.
Angels are spiritual beings that are neither God nor human, who
live alongside the Trinity, worshipping and doing God’s will from the
beginning. We are very much aware of them in art; should we be
equally aware of them in life? This session is led by the Revd
Jonathan Macy, who is a vicar in the Thamesmead Team Ministry.

Thursday 14 July 7.30pm - 8.30pm, Zoom, free

To book your place on one of these courses
email: learning@southwark.anglican.org
Peter Graystone - Lay Training Officer
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Contact List
Leadership Team
Revd Roger Hagon (Vicar)
Revd Dr Evie Vernon O’Brien (Hon Asst. Curate)
Revd Marie King (Hon Asst. Priest - Retired)
Jane Ward (Pastoral Auxiliary)
Steve Chapman (Trainee Reader)

8676 1569

Staying In Touch Pastoral Team
Jane Ward (Co-ordinator)
Parish Office
Jenny Nicholls and Jan Stead
8655 1434
(Monday - Friday 9am - 12noon)
Email: parishoffice@stmildredschurch.org.uk
Website: www.stmildredschurch.org.uk
Centre Manager
Leander Garner
Parish Post Magazine
Karen Rooney and Jane Ward

8654 1434
Contact via Parish Office

Copy deadline for next issue: Tuesday 7 June 2022
Parochial Church Council (PCC) Officers
Church Warden s
Steve Chapman
Janet Palmer
Secretary
Judy Bennett
Electoral Roll
Rona Macdonald
Treasurer
Colin Simonds
Parish Safeguarding Officers
Chris Hatton
Helen Medland
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Worship Team
Director of Music
Live Streaming
Ladies’ Choir
Flowers
Readers
Intercessions
Weekly Prayer List
Servers
Sacristan
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Richard Mander
Matt Webb
Penny Locke
Sharon Collins
Roger Hagon
Chris Simmons
Margaret Simmons
Alan and Joy Griffiths
Lin Kensington

Children and Young People
Mountaineers (Sunday School) Sophie Blankson
Toddlers (Tues 9:30am - 11:15am, term time)
WOWChurch (13 to 25)
Leander Garner
Millies’ Pre-School
Kim Benham 07706 929878
Beavers, Cubs & Scouts
Derek Lee
Church and Community Groups
Mission and Outreach
Jane Ward
Home Groups
Steve Chapman
Social Team
Mothers’ Union
Jackie Bartley
Bible Reading Notes
Elizabeth Fleischer
Women’s Group
Vera Burch
The Lit
Elizabeth Fleischer
Friends of St Mildred’s
Margaret Simmons
Addiscombe Neighbourhood Care (ANCA) Norman Till 8654 5062
Association for Pastoral Care
in Mental Health (APCMH)
8654 4010
For enquiries please contact the Parish Office on 020 8655 1434
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Coffee - Chat - Catch-up
St Mildred’s Centre from 10.30am to 12.30pm
Come along for a relaxed drink and a chat. Bring your own
cup plus tea or coffee in a flask. If you’re lucky, someone may
bring some biscuits or cake to share! There’s no rota, just turn
up, relax and enjoy. Everyone welcome.

Thursday 16 June

Friday 8 July

The Lit
Our Summer Social is on 5 July and will be held in
the Small Hall. Our new season starts the first week
in October.

Answers to this month’s
Crossword 20
Across

Down

2 Off
1 Carrier
4 Shard
2 Odds
5 Oath
3 Four
7 Lord's Prayer
6 Try
11 Roose
7 See 17A
12 Tare
8 Persist
13 Yo-Yo
9 Acolytes
14 Ejects It
10 Everyday
16 Over
15 Cur
17, 7D & 8A I Say A Little Prayer
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