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The monthly magazine
for St Mildred’s
Find out what’s going on in your Parish!

Fairtrade Fortnight

21 February - 6 March 2022

Choose the World you Want
Share the power of Fairtrade and what
needs to happen to ensure farmers and
workers are put front and
centre of conversations
on how to tackle the
climate crisis.
We seek to be an open and loving church, growing in faith
and confidence, and joyfully sharing God’s love with all

St Mildred’s

30 Bingham Road, Addiscombe
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Addiscombe
DIY
(formerly R&G Sealey)


ALL YOUR DIY NEEDS


Ironmongery - Tools
Electrical - Timber
Plumbing - Gardening
Decorating - Household Goods
Loose Paraffin - Key cutting &
Security Locks
187 Lower Addiscombe Road
Croydon CRO 6RA

Reliable residential window
cleaning in the Addiscombe area.
Choose monthly, bi-monthly or
quarterly.
Gutter clearing available on an
annual or one-off basis.
Commercial work also
undertaken.

Tel: 020 8654 2880

Open 8am-6pm Mon-Sat

A.N.C.A.
Local Neighbourhood Care

CAN WE HELP YOU ?
CAN YOU HELP US ?
We desperately need more
NEW VOLUNTEERS
for our many services to
benefit vulnerable local people.
If you could offer a few hours
a month as a driver; escort on
our shopping buses; help at
our lunch clubs; or any
other practical assistance, or
YOU KNOW SOMEONE
NEEDING OUR HELP
please call us on

020 8654 5062

020 8654 4188

LOCAL
ELECTRICIAN
Household electrical
work undertaken.
Small jobs to rewires.
FREE ESTIMATES

Neil Paterson
T: 020 8777 7373
M: 07956 100887
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Come and Worship at St Mildred’s
website: www.stmildredschurch.org.uk

Online streamed services are still taking place
and they can be accessed via this link:
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UChItFWkqY5m8jtcGlQ00SZg

The church is also open for worship
Please contact Janet Palmer if you would like to attend:
Email: palmerjal@aol.com

Tel: 020 8662 0705

SERVICES

(See diary on pages 16 and 17 for further details)
Holy Communion
Sundays at 8am and 10am
Midweek Morning Prayer
Tuesdays at 8.45am in the Lady Chapel

Midweek Holy Communion
Wednesdays at 10am in the Lady Chapel
Monthly Choral Evensong
2nd Sunday of every month at 3.30pm
Face coverings can still be worn but are not compulsory

Enquiries about Baptisms, Weddings, Funerals,
Home Communions, Visits and the Burial of Ashes
in our Rose Garden, please contact the Parish Office
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Pastoral Letter

February 2022

Revd Roger Hagon shares his thoughts...
Dear Friends
Deacons are called to work with the Bishop and
the priests with whom they serve as heralds of
Christ’s kingdom. They are to proclaim the
gospel in word and deed, as agents of God’s purposes of love.
They are to serve the community in which they are set, bringing
to the Church the needs and hopes of all the people. They are
to work with their fellow members in searching out the poor and
weak, the sick and lonely and those who are oppressed and
powerless, reaching into the forgotten corners of the world, that
the love of God may be made visible.
Deacons share in the pastoral ministry of the Church and
in leading God’s people in worship. They preach the word and
bring the needs of the world before the Church in intercession.
They accompany those searching for faith and bring them to
baptism. They assist in administering the sacraments; they
distribute communion and minister to the sick and housebound.
Deacons are to seek nourishment from the Scriptures; they are
to study them with God’s people, that the whole Church may
be equipped to live out the gospel in the world. They are to be
faithful in prayer, expectant and watchful for the signs of God’s
presence, as he reveals his kingdom
Inside this issue:
among us.
From the Ordination of Deacons’
Pastoral Letter
5
Service in Common Worship
Live Nativity
7
Mothers’ Union
Lent Call
Diary

10
14
16

Seeking Stillness

18

Pat’s Crossword

26

Contact List

29

It is with great joy that I am writing to tell
you that we shall shortly be welcoming
Revd Dr Evie Vernon to serve as a
Deacon of St Mildred’s parish. Evie will
be licensed to serve here by Bishop
Jonathan and Archdeacon Rosemarie on
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a date to be arranged in the near future, in St Mildred’s, a service
and celebration which you are all invited to attend.
Amongst many other things, Evie has served as a Deaconess
in the Church in the Province of the West Indies; been an Assistant
Chaplain to a hospital in Kingston, Jamaica; assisted in HIV
training of theological students; and, on moving to the UK, been
Theological Advisor to the Anglican mission society USPG. She
brings to us a wealth of experience and a passion for issues of
social justice. Along with her husband Terry, Evie is looking
forward very much to getting to know us over the next months.
You may have already seen them both at our Sunday worship!
Please pray for Evie as she joins us in our common life,
work and mission:
God our Father, Lord of all the world,
through your Son you have called us into the fellowship
of your universal Church:
hear our prayer for your faithful people that, in our vocation
and ministry, each may be an instrument of your love,
and give to your servant Evie, soon to be licensed,
the needful gifts of grace;
through our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ,
who is alive and reigns with you,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever.
Amen.
Roger

Gift Service - 9 January
During this service, gifts were donated for the
Croydon Women’s Refuge.
We were able to deliver over 700 items – amazing. Thank
you so much.
Margaret Simmons
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On Saturday 18 December, St Mildred’s
held a live community Nativity – with
donkey rides, Santa and a service in
church.

As people went into the service,
they could dress as angels or
shepherds - and most did!

There were real donkeys to lead
Mary and Joseph into church, a
real baby (who behaved impeccably),
three wise men, and music provided
by the Emerald Choir and the
Rock Project.

There were also hot chocolate,
cookies and mince pies to enjoy.

A great time was had by all and, most
importantly, £700 was raised for the
Croydon Refugee Centre.
Margaret Simmons
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Archbishop Desmond Tutu’s
strong ties to the
Diocese of Southwark remembered
On hearing of the death of Archbishop Desmond Tutu, the Bishop
of Southwark, the Rt Revd Christopher Chessun, said, “I was
saddened to hear of the death of Archbishop Desmond Tutu and
extend sympathy to his family and all who grieve his loss in
South Africa and beyond.
I give thanks for his life and joyful Christian faith as well as
for his close associations with the Diocese of Southwark. He
was fearless in naming all injustice wherever it is found, particularly
in helping to liberate South Africa from apartheid oppression and
for the contribution he made in chairing the Truth and Reconciliation
Commission. I pray his lifelong championing of truth and justice
will continue to impact on Anglican identity and witness with
renewed vigour following his death.”
Archbishop Tutu’s relationship with the Diocese is a long one,
beginning with his curacy at St Mary’s, Bletchingley in 1965.
The Revd Sr Phaedra Pamphilon Green said, “He lived in Clerk’s
House and has remained a much loved presence here. After his
time as curate at St Marys he stayed in touch with parishioners
and came back to visit us on numerous occasions. He continued
to be an inspiration to people in Bletchingley, especially as his
work and ministry developed and grew. The parish are very
proud that he was a curate here.”
When Phaedra was installed Rector of St Mary’s in June 2017,
Archbishop Tutu wrote to her. In his letter he said, “Heartiest
congratulations on your appointment as Rector of a wonderful
parish with some of the world's most generous people. Please
give them our warmest greetings and tell them we remember
fondly our one year as their part-time curate. My family and I
were really overwhelmed with kindness. We came from three
years in an upstairs flat in London with four lively children, to the
luxury of a double-storied Clerk's House and an extensive garden.
We were pampered and spoiled.”
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During his years working
at the Theological Education
Fund in Bromley, he was honorary
Curate at St Augustine’s
Church Grove Park between
1971 and 1975, where he
attended with his family. The
Revd Gavin Berriman said,
“He was much loved here and
lived locally. He came to St
Augustine’s whenever he was Archbishop Desmond Tutu
preaching at St Augustine’s
here. Anyone who was here
Church, Grove Park in 2007
then, remembers him with love.
He returned in 2007 to bless the church wall that was rebuilt.”
Archbishop Tutu was a much-loved friend of Southwark
Cathedral and has a room named after him. The Very Revd
Andrew Nunn, Dean of Southwark, said, “The community at
Southwark Cathedral is deeply saddened to hear of the death of
Archbishop Desmond Tutu. Nevertheless, we carry with us
wonderful memories of him at the Cathedral and have a continuing
witness to his life and ministry in our Tutu Room. We particularly
remember a sermon he preached in the Cathedral in which he
said to us, ‘There is nothing you can do to make God love you
less; there is nothing you can do to make God love you more.’
He truly was an inspirational and God-filled man who always
walked closely with Jesus. May he rest in peace and rise in
glory.”
Diocese of Southwark

In Memorium
We are sad to report the recent passing of Heather Fillery,
Audrey Castleton and Catherine Marshall.
May they rest in peace and rise in glory.

The Editors
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Mothers’ Union
Sixteen members attended the first Mothers’ Union meeting of
the year, on 6 January. It was an informal anthology of readings
and reflections for the seasons of Christmas and Epiphany. The
readings were varied.
Margaret Simmons began by reading ‘A Covid Christmas’ by
Joseph David, which raised quite a few wry smiles.
Penny Locke told us the story behind the verse, ‘I said to the
man who stood at the Gate of the Year’, made famous by King
George VI’s Christmas Day broadcast of 1939. It’s part of a
poem called ‘God Knows’ written by Louisa May Haskins; Penny
read the poem in full.
Pat read from Ecclesiastes, Chapter 3, and Jan read T S
Eliot’s, ‘The Journey of the Magi’. As it was Epiphany, Penny
invited us to join her in singing ‘We Three Kings of Orient Are’,
which was followed by a number of reflections for the day.
The meeting ended with Rebecca Daniel reading a poem
dedicated to all women, part of which is reproduced below:

The Accolades
To every woman out there who…
Worked hard to sustain a family in 2021,
Laboured through thick and thin, whether it was convenient or not,
Who wiped their tears and pressed forward even when there were
no words of appreciation or gratitude from where they expected.
Who made a choice to discipline their appetite in order to set up
a great future;
Who stayed awake at night to ponder where the next meal was
going to come from;
Who reached out and helped strangers;
Who invested in the destiny of many whom they may never meet;
Who defied the odds against them and stood up again in spite of
past humiliation and defeat;
Who walked out of an abusive relationship and refused to conform
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to the norm, even in the face of being abandoned by many;
Who decided to see good in her future when the society was
trying to define her by her failures.
To you, the woman who started 2021 with high hopes, met with
many obstacles, pushed to the wall, with no visible options, but
decided to climb over the obstacle
To you, my darling woman, whom the whole world expects so
much from
Thank you for being AMAZING
Thank you for fighting through the storms of 2021
Thank you for not giving up on yourself
Thank you for pressing on and staying alive.
Thank you for giving yourself another chance to have a good go
at life in 2022.
We celebrate you
We celebrate your strength
We celebrate your tenacity
Without fail, in 2022 I will celebrate you again and rejoice for
how God has turned your story into the most beautiful work on
display.
Anon (abridged)

Dates for your Diary
Thursday 3 February at 2pm
Thursday 3 March, time tbc
or Thursday 7 April
Friday 4 March at 1.30pm

St Mildred’s Branch AGM
Lenten reflection led by Rev’d Esther
Foss, Southwark Diocesan Chaplain
World Day of Prayer Service at St
Mildred's
Wed 9 March 10.30am - 3pm Diocesan Council at Trinity House
Friday 25 March at 11.30am Croydon Deanery Lady Day Service
at St Alban’s Thornton Heath
Sunday 27 March at 10am Mothering Sunday Service when
we hope to enrol new members

Judy Bennett
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St Mary Magdalene Church, Canning Road
Thursday 17 February & Friday 18 February at 7pm

Tickets: £15, students £12 - all unreserved

Come and see Surrey Opera's semi-staged concert
version of 'Madeleine', with full orchestra and chorus
(including Penny and Ray!), and a great team of
young professional soloists. Tickets available from:
Penny (pennylocke@gmail.com) or Surrey
Opera (ticketsource.co.uk/surrey-opera or 020 8657 7909)
or by scanning the code opposite.
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The Church of England
online course on
Christian Teaching and Learning
with regard to
Identity
Sexuality
Relationships and
Marriage
All around us we see changing understandings of human
identity, changing patterns in relationships and families,
changing sexual attitudes and activity. What does it mean for
followers of Jesus to walk in love, faith and holiness today?
The Church of England is aware that issues of gender and sexuality
are intrinsic to people’s experience; their sense of identity; their lives
and the loving relationships that shape and sustain them. Explore
these matters by studying what the Bible, theology, history and the
social and biological sciences have to say, and by hearing the real-life
stories of followers of Christ with diverse experiences and beliefs. It
is hoped that people in worshipping communities across the country
will get involved and learn together. The purpose is to inspire people
to think more deeply about what it means to be human and to live in
love and faith with one another. This is an opportunity to listen, learn
and reflect your views in a confidential, safe and loving environment.
The course can be undertaken individually or by joining with a
group during Lent. The 5-week course begins on Wednesday
evening 9 March and is also available on Thursday mornings or
Thursday evenings beginning on 10 March. Please add your
name to the sign-up sheets at the back of church.
There may also be groups run via Zoom if preferred.
Our Bishops are committed to church-wide learning and listening as
part of the Church’s discernment about a way forward together.
You too can be a part of this process. Share your learning,
reflections and insights by participating in Living in Love and Faith.
Add your name to a sign-up sheet as soon as possible!

If not regularly in church, please email: palmerjal@aol.com
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In the last two years we have been living in unprecedented times.
Our world seems to have been turned upside down and, two years
on, we seem only now to be moving out of the restrictions that have
been placed upon us as a result of the pandemic. My prayers have
been with you all over this period and I hope that you are feeling
more hopeful for the way ahead despite the difficulties that we have
encountered.
During the pandemic we have been forced to spend more time
at home. For some this has been a time of renewed connections with
those with whom they live, for others this has been a desperately hard
time as they live alone and have been unable to see their friends
and family. For some too the pandemic has exacerbated their sense
of not really having a home, or not being secure in where they have
been living. So, it is appropriate that this year my Lent Call is on
the theme of home and homelessness.
I have taken as the theme for this year’s Lent Call these words
from the prophecy of Isaiah, “My people will live in peaceful dwelling
places, in secure homes, in undisturbed places of rest” (Isaiah 32:18).
In our world today so many people do not have peaceful dwelling
places or secure homes and this is as true for some in our own
Diocese as it is for many in our Link Dioceses in Zimbabwe and
Jerusalem. We are featuring five projects working with those who
need help around housing across the three Episcopal Areas. In
addition, we are asking for your support for work to provide homes
and shelter and food for those affected by the economic situation
and natural disasters brought about by climate change in our four
Link Dioceses in Zimbabwe and the displaced in Beirut in our Link
Diocese in Jerusalem.
This year for the first time we will have a giving terminal for the
Lent Call in the reception at Trinity House so that we can encourage
those who come into the building to give. Parishes and individuals
can also donate online, as well as by cheque. More details about
how to give can be found at: southwark.anglican.org/lentcall.
(abridged)
The Rt Revd Christopher Chessun
Bishop of Southwark
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Lent Projects
The Bishop’s Lent Call this year is supporting projects in the
following areas: Week 1 - Zimbabwe, Week 2 - Croydon,
Week 3 - Kingston, Week 4 - Woolwich, Week 5 - Jerusalem.
The projects in the Croydon Episcopal Area in Week 2 are:
Renewed Hope, a Redhill-based charity, established in 2015,
which runs a drop-in centre throughout the year and co-ordinates
a winter night shelter provision in East Surrey; and Nightwatch,
in Croydon.
Nightwatch was founded in 1976 by members of the
Croydon community who were concerned about homelessness,
after a man had died of exposure in the borough. It operates
365 days a year and its core activity is a meeting point where,
every evening, volunteers offer basic help with food and clothing
as well as addressing more profound needs.
Nightwatch works with those who are street homeless, in
squats and other inadequate accommodation, in hostels, in bed
and breakfast accommodation, those who are housed but still
need support to help prevent them from again becoming homeless,
and those who are not homeless but are too poor to be able to
afford food as well as their household bills. Interventions are
tailored to individuals’ needs and aspirations, with the charity
working to encourage independent living.
Nightwatch also refurbishes new accommodation through its
resettlement project to ensure that those being rehoused have the
basics for living — at least a bed, cooker, fridge, sofa and table.
The charity’s hardship fund helps clients with rent, utility bills and
such random items as spectacles and presents for their children.
It also helps with grants for those returning to education and work.
Nightwatch worked every day throughout the pandemic and
lockdown, drawing on a group of new younger volunteers as many
of the existing volunteers had to step down in order to care for
elderly relatives. It does not receive support from Government
or local government sources; everything that they receive is
from donations.
Your donations to the Bishop’s Lent Call will help Renewed
Hope and Nightwatch to provide security and a route out of
homelessness for the many people in the Croydon Episcopal
Area who lack a place to call home.
Find out more at southwark.anglican.org/lentcall
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Tues

1st

Wed
Thurs

2nd
3rd

Sunday 6th
Tues

8th

Wed

9th

Sunday 13th

Tues

15th

Wed

16th

Sunday 20th
Mon
Tues

21st
22nd

Wed
Sat

23rd
26th

8:45am
8:00pm
10:00am
2:00pm
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Morning Prayer - Lady Chapel
The Lit - Pavilion
Holy Communion
Mothers’ Union - AGM - Church

FOURTH SUNDAY BEFORE LENT
8:00am
Holy Communion
10:00am
Parish Communion
8:45am
Morning Prayer - Lady Chapel
8:00pm
The Lit - Pavilion
10:00am
Holy Communion
7:30pm
Prayer Meeting - Music Room
THIRD SUNDAY BEFORE LENT
8:00am
Holy Communion
10:00am
Family Communion
3:30pm
Choral Evensong
8:45am
Morning Prayer - Lady Chapel
8:00pm
The Lit - Pavilion
10:00am
Holy Communion
SECOND SUNDAY BEFORE LENT
8:00am
Holy Communion
10:00am
Parish Communion
8:00pm
PCC meeting - Pavilion
8:45am
Morning Prayer - Lady Chapel
8:00pm
The Lit - Pavilion
10:00am
Holy Communion
7:30pm
Croydon Male Voice Choir - Church
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Sunday 27th

SUNDAY NEXT BEFORE LENT
8:00am
Holy Communion
10:00am
Parish Communion
2:30pm
The showing of the film Mary Poppins
in Church

Tues

1st

Wed

2nd

Thurs

3rd

Fri

4th

8:45am
Morning Prayer - Lady Chapel
8:00pm
The Lit - Pavilion
ASH WEDNESDAY
10:00am
Holy Communion in Church
8:00pm
Sung Communion
2:00pm
Mothers’ Union Lenten Reflection
- Church
1.30pm
World Day of Prayer in Church

Sunday 2nd

FIRST SUNDAY OF LENT
8:00am
Holy Communion
10:00am
Parish Communion

From the Parish Register
At rest:
20th January

Catherine Marshall
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Seeking Stillness
~

Reflections
Reflecting on the Moon
This reflection offers some thoughts on a vital light source in
Creation - the Moon.
Looking up at the night sky is a relaxing, contemplative
activity. I often open the curtains of an evening in
order to look at the moon. It’s not always visible, for
a variety of reasons – maybe a cloudy sky or maybe
it’s at such a stage of its cycle that it’s not visible from
earth. However, on many an evening, I am rewarded
by the sight of this beautiful image, apparently ‘suspended’ in
the sky. If I hold up my hands I can frame this gently shining
shape – so many, many miles away…
In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth…
and God said, ‘Let there be light’….God called the light ‘day’ and
the darkness he called ‘night’…and God said, ‘let there be lights
in the expanse of the sky to give light to the earth’…God made
two great lights…to govern the day and the night, and to separate
light from darkness... [from Genesis 1]
The sun and the moon, these two sources of natural light for
the earth are so far away, so completely out of human control,
yet we are so dependent upon both of them. Do we give much
thought to these amazing lights…?
The moon has always held an element of mystery. It’s over
50 years since mankind landed on the moon’s surface, and
scientifically we know a lot more about the moon nowadays, and
yet, that light which shines in the night sky remains a source of
wonder to us.
‘When I consider your heavens, the work of your fingers, the
moon and the stars, which you have set in place, what is man
that you are mindful of him…’ [psalm 8:3]
The moon is permanent, yet changing. Every evening the
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shape which we see from earth alters – a slim, crescent moon fills
out to become a half circle, then becomes ever more curvy, until
a full circle is achieved – a full moon, in glorious, pale light. We
can no more live without the moon, than we can without the sun.
The quality of moonlight is so much softer than the light of
the sun. We can gaze at the moon with no damage to our eyes.
The light of the moon is not bright and clear-cut as is the light of
the sun. The soft, silvery light of the moon makes pathways in
the garden, outlining shrubs and plants, casting shadows, reflecting
in water. In the town, moonlight lingers on buildings and bridges,
reflects in the windscreens of parked cars, it traces the shape of
walls, statues and pathways. Moonlight is mellow, restful, it
belongs to evening, when the busyness of the world is stilled.
‘O Lord my God, when I in awesome wonder consider all
the works thy hand has made.’
Open the curtains one evening, even step outside the door,
and look up at the night sky. Join with the hymn writer, gaze up in
awe at the moon, the stars and the wonderful night blanket which
our Unseen Creator God wraps around the world each night.

Reflecting on a Light in the Window
This reflection offers some thoughts on ways of sharing light in the
sometimes dark and grey places.
Light is a recurring theme through the
bible, from the creation account in Genesis to
the description of a new heaven and a new
earth in Revelation. We all have our personal
well-known and liked references to light –
maybe quotes that we learnt as children or others that have
come our way more recently.
You may like to focus on the light coming in from the window,
or, if it is dark outside, place a lamp by the window, an LED battery
candle on the windowsill, or a tealight in a dish on the table.
Read on, and allow one of the following to settle in your mind.
Savour the words. What does ‘a light in the window’ mean for you?
Jesus – ‘I am the Light of the world. Whoever follows me will
never walk in darkness, but will have the light of life.’ John 8:12
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Simeon – ‘For my eyes have seen your salvation which you
have prepared in the sight of all people, a light for revelation to
the Gentiles.’ Luke 2:32
‘The Lord is my light, my light and salvation – in God I trust.’
Psalm 27:1
There are times when the light is coming through the window
from outdoors. On a frosty morning, the sunlight shines through
my study window and sparkles in the pink glass of the pot holding
an orchid…symbol of the warmth of God’s love.
Standing in the sanctuary in church, lingering and looking at
the sunlight as it shines through the stained glass, forming a
pattern of mauve, red, blue and green on the stone floor…God’s
amazing variety of colour in creation.
On these dark, winter evenings I find myself
drawing the curtains at home earlier. I switch on
a light, maybe light a candle – I feel a need to
shut out the darkness of outdoors. Indeed, the
darkness is necessary at the end of the day – it brings rest and
a time to pause in the busyness, a time to gather thoughts, to
reflect, before engaging with the evening.
However, maybe I’ll open that curtain, and place a light in
the window. A symbol of hope, as I and many others also placed
lights in the windows during the weeks of the first Lockdown. Symbol
of hospitality, of love and of care. Symbol of the Light of Christ.
The Way, the Truth, the Life, the Unseen Presence, walking
with us even in the dark places.

Reflecting on a Crocheted Blanket
There are small signs of spring. The bulbs are beginning to show
green spikes in the flowerpots by the front door, and there are
tightly furled leaf buds on the bare twigs of the trees. But one still
seeks the warmth of a jacket, scarf and gloves when venturing
outdoors. This reflection offers thoughts on a crocheted blanket.
The blanket was a gift to my baby son. Given by a neighbour
called Lily, who lived a few doors down the road from us in Harrow.
“Babies like bright colours” she said. It had been intended as a
pram blanket, but I used to lay my small son on the blanket on
the sitting room floor. He stretched his arms, his legs, he grasped
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the soft wool of the blanket with his small fingers. He did indeed
like the bright colours – reds, yellows, greens,
blues – a feast for his young, curious eyes. The
blanket became a vital part of my little boy’s day to
day, and was an essential part of bedtime routine.
We never left home without that blanket. As he
grew up, the blanket found a safe resting place on his bed [beneath
the pillow]. It didn’t go to university with him, and it wasn’t part of
his packing when he moved out from the family home! Yet the
blanket still has a safe place…it’s in the airing cupboard in our
house.
I look at the crocheted blanket…I savour the many, bright
colours – resonant of all the colour and variety with which God fills
the world. Even on a recent, chilly, January evening, our Unseen
Creator blessed us with a vibrant red and pink sky as the sun went
down and shadows gathered.
To my young son the blanket represented security and comfort,
something that could be bundled up, carried with him, twisted around
his fingers. It made a soft resting place for his head, a reassurance in
moments of anxiety, a warm layer between him and the world around.
Each little stitch worked with care, with love.
I look at the crocheted blanket and I think of the words of
psalm 139 – ‘O Lord, you have searched me and you know me,
you know when I sit and when I rise.’
God’s nearness, presence and all knowingness is as constant
as the presence of the crocheted blanket. As close to me and to
you as the blanket was to my little son.
‘You hem me in, behind and before; You have laid your hand
upon me.’
I wrap the crocheted blanket around my shoulders – symbol
of he warmth of God’s hands, his arms, encompassing me in my
need for comfort, love and protection.
Pause…Maybe you have a blanket, a shawl, something that
someone has crocheted, knitted, with love and care, for you. Spread
it out…look at the colours, feel the texture…wrap it around you,
hold it close, and know the love of the person who made it and
the love and warmth of our Unseen Creator God, ever near.
Jane Hoskins
SPA - All Saints Warlingham
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CHRISTIAN LIFE & WITNESS
Course – London 2022
A ministry of
Billy Graham Evangelistic Association UK
DEEPEN YOUR FAITH IN
JESUS CHRIST AND
DISCOVER PRACTICAL
WAYS TO LIVE A LIFE
THAT POINTS OTHER
PEOPLE TO HIM.

This free, easy three-hour session
is based on principles from nearly
70 years of ministry and will equip
you to tell others about Jesus Christ
and strengthen your own faith. Mark
your calendars and invite others to
join you!

Whether you’ve shared
the Gospel many times or
you’re new to witnessing,
this course will encourage
you to confidently share
the Gospel with others!

“The Christian Life and Witness
Course is designed to equip
Christians to effectively share their
faith with others. It is a tremendous
tool for renewal and evangelism.” —
FRANKLIN GRAHAM

Croydon
Christ Church Croydon
Sumner Road
Croydon CR0 3LJ
godlovesyoutour.org.uk

Please note that you only need to
attend one of the courses offered.
Evening courses will be held from
7.00pm to 9.45pm on:
• Monday 28th February
• Tuesday 1st March
• Thursday 3rd March
A daytime course will be held from
9.30am to 12.30pm on Saturday
5th March.
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Crossword 17

Have a go at Pat Howard’s latest crossword
Answers on page 31

Cryptic Clues
Across

Down

2. Rudely fetch (3)
4. After the when? (5)
5. From whence the Magi came (4)
7. Annual beginning (3,5,3)
11. Kojak’s Mr Savalas (5)
12. Call ruffled mane (4)
13. Transport to exchange mart (4)
14. Bitter end contains heartbreak (4)
17 & 18A. What summer lovers
hope for (4,6)
18. See 17A

1.

Beware! Dr M wants to
cuddle up (3,6)
2. Kelly’s inheritance (4)
3. Cry at any rate (4)
6. Suffering seasonal affected
disorder (3)
7. Billy’s mate looks after the kids (5)
8. Tidy up neat stake (4)
9. Answer to chemical
combination (8)
10. Regardless of direction (6)
15. Close at finale (3)
16. Owed back morning moisture (3)

Volume 97 Issue 1

Parish Post

Page 27

Quick Clues
Across

Down

2.
4.
5.
7.
11.
12.
13.
14.
17.
18.

1.
2.
3.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
15.
16.

Obtain (3)
Location (5)
Not north, south nor west (4)
1st January (3,5,3)
Goggle box (5)
Title (4)
Bus on rails (4)
Shred to pieces (4)
Gentle (4)
This season (6)

Hot water bottle (3,6)
Unit of heredity (4)
Rip up (4)
Unhappy (3)
Nursery nurse (5)
Poker stake (4)
Route to the answer (8)
Nonetheless (6)
Conclusion (3)
Early mist (3)

Friends of St Mildred's
“Friends of St Mildred's” draws its membership from a variety of
sources:
 members of the congregation
 users and visitors to the Centre
 those who have moved away
 those who attend other churches or of other faiths
 and those with no religious affiliation

We offer people the opportunity to tailor-make their involvement
and, during 2021, around 30 households joined.
Cost? A suggested donation of £25, which can be Gift
Aided. This covers the cost of a copy of the Parish Post (and
postage where applicable), as well as a donation to church funds.
If you would like to join “Friends of St Mildred's”, a membership
form can be obtained from the Parish Office or downloaded
from the resources page of the church website. The form also
includes information on how specific concerns (prayer requests
etc) can be dealt with via the Parish Pastoral Team.
If you are already a member, your renewal forms will be
with you shortly.
Margaret Simmons
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St Mildred’s is hosting this service at 1.30pm on Friday
4 March, when the Ladies’ Choir will be singing with
our own Rev Roger Hagon playing the organ and piano.
The service this year has been prepared by the
women of England, Wales and Northern Ireland, to the
theme ‘I know the plans I have for you’ – really appropriate
after this long period of uncertainty that we listen to
God’s message and try to understand what He has in
mind for all of us. The Revd Canon Dr Rosemarie
Mallett, our Archdeacon, will lead the service and period
of reflection.
The service is open to all, not just women, so do
bring friends, family and neighbours.

Volume 97 Issue 1

Parish Post

Page 29

Contact List
Leadership Team
Revd Roger Hagon (Vicar)
Revd Marie King (Hon Asst. Priest - Retired)
Jane Ward (Pastoral Auxiliary)
Steve Chapman (Trainee Reader)

8676 1569

Staying In Touch Pastoral Team
Elizabeth Fleischer (Co-ordinator)
Parish Office
Jenny Nicholls and Jan Stead
8655 1434
(Monday - Friday 9am - 12noon)
Email: parishoffice@stmildredschurch.org.uk
Website: www.stmildredschurch.org.uk
Centre Manager
Leander Garner
Join us on Facebook
Parish Post Magazine
Karen Rooney and Jane Ward

Contact via Parish Office

Copy deadline for next issue: Tuesday 8 February 2022
Parochial Church Council (PCC) Officers
Church Warden s
Steve Chapman
Janet Palmer
Secretary
Judy Bennett
Electoral Roll
Rona Macdonald
Treasurer
Colin Simonds
Safe Church and Child Protection Chris Hatton
Helen Medland
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Worship Team
Director of Music
Live Streaming
Ladies’ Choir
Flowers
Readers
Intercessions
Weekly Prayer List
Servers
Sacristan
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Richard Mander
Matt Webb
Penny Locke
Sharon Collins
Roger Hagon
Chris Simmons
Margaret Simmons
Alan and Joy Griffiths
Lin Kensington

Children and Young People
Mountaineers (Sunday School) Sophie Blankson
Toddlers (Tues 9:30am - 11:15am, term time)
WOWChurch (13 to 25)
Leander Garner
Millies’ Pre-School
Kim Benham 07706 929878
Beavers, Cubs & Scouts
Derek Lee
Church and Community Groups
Mission and Outreach
Jane Ward
Home Groups
Steve Chapman
Social Team
Mothers’ Union
Jackie Bartley
Bible Reading Notes
Elizabeth Fleischer
Women’s Group
Vera Burch
The Lit
Elizabeth Fleischer
Friends of St Mildred’s
Margaret Simmons
Addiscombe Neighbourhood Care (ANCA) Norman Till 8654 5062
Association for Pastoral Care
in Mental Health (APCMH)
8654 4010
For enquiries please contact the Parish Office on 020 8655 1434
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To advertise in this space
please contact the Parish Office

Answers to this month’s
Crossword 17
Across

Down

2. Get
4. Where
5. East
7. New Year’s Day
11. Telly
12. Name
13. Tram
14. Rend
17. Mild
18. Winter

1. Bed warmer
2. Gene
3. Tear
6. Sad
7. Nanny
8. Ante
9. Solution
10. Anyway
15. End
16. Dew
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