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The monthly magazine
for St Mildred’s
Find out what’s going on in your Parish!

Festival of
Nine Lessons
and Carols
Sunday 19 December
at 6.30pm

We seek to be an open and loving church, growing in faith
and confidence, and joyfully sharing God’s love with all

St Mildred’s

30 Bingham Road, Addiscombe
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Addiscombe
DIY
(formerly R&G Sealey)


ALL YOUR DIY NEEDS


Ironmongery - Tools
Electrical - Timber
Plumbing - Gardening
Decorating - Household Goods
Loose Paraffin - Key cutting &
Security Locks
187 Lower Addiscombe Road
Croydon CRO 6RA

Reliable residential window
cleaning in the Addiscombe area.
Choose monthly, bi-monthly or
quarterly.
Gutter clearing available on an
annual or one-off basis.
Commercial work also
undertaken.

Tel: 020 8654 2880

Open 8am-6pm Mon-Sat

A.N.C.A.
Local Neighbourhood Care

CAN WE HELP YOU ?
CAN YOU HELP US ?
We desperately need more
NEW VOLUNTEERS
for our many services to
benefit vulnerable local people.
If you could offer a few hours
a month as a driver; escort on
our shopping buses; help at
our lunch clubs; or any
other practical assistance, or
YOU KNOW SOMEONE
NEEDING OUR HELP
please call us on

020 8654 5062

020 8654 4188

LOCAL
ELECTRICIAN
Household electrical
work undertaken.
Small jobs to rewires.
FREE ESTIMATES

Neil Paterson
T: 020 8777 7373
M: 07956 100887
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Come and Worship at St Mildred’s
website: www.stmildredschurch.org.uk

Online streamed services are still taking place
and they can be accessed via this link:
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UChItFWkqY5m8jtcGlQ00SZg

The church is also open for worship
Please contact Janet Palmer if you would like to attend:
Email: palmerjal@aol.com

Tel: 020 8662 0705

SERVICES

(See diary on pages 14 and 15 for further details)
Holy Communion
Sundays at 8am and 10am
Midweek Morning Prayer
Tuesdays at 8.45am in the Lady Chapel

Midweek Holy Communion
Wednesdays at 10am in the Lady Chapel
Monthly Choral Evensong
2nd Sunday of every month at 3.30pm
Face coverings can still be worn but will not be compulsory

Enquiries about Baptisms, Weddings, Funerals,
Home Communions, Visits and the Burial of Ashes
in our Rose Garden, please contact the Parish Office
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December 2021 / January 2022

Pastoral Letter

Revd Roger Hagon shares his thoughts...
Dear Friends
Rochester Cathedral attracted criticism after
installing a 9-hole golf course in its medieval nave
two years ago. The Right Reverend Doctor
Gavin Ashenden, Bishop of the Anglican Episcopal Church, called
the attraction “a serious mistake born of desperation” - so the
Daily Telegraph reported on 7 November this year.
I wonder how many people have also written off the Christmas
story in their minds as “a serious mistake born of desperation”?
In some ways, one might think that God must have been getting
pretty desperate about the state of the human race. All through
the history of the Old Testament he had given us life, called us
to follow, rescued us from slavery, set rules that we might live
long and prosper, spoken for justice and peace through his
countless prophets, and yet we were still turning against him and
against each other. What would you have done?
So, out of faith, hope and love, God decides to send us his
only son. Using Jesus’ own words in one of the parables, God
must have thought that “surely they will respect my son” (Mark
chapter 12 verse 6). Was this a “serious mistake”? Our Addiscombe
Nativity this year on 18 December will
Inside this issue:
certainly be an attraction, with donkeys
Pastoral Letter
5 giving rides, bales of hay setting the scene
in church, and a real baby to see. No 9-hole
Lay Conference
6
golf course I’m afraid!
Mothers’ Union
8
“Born of desperation” might well
St Nicholas
12
describe how God felt about Jesus that
Diary
14
first Christmas, but I seriously don’t
Seeking Stillness
17 believe that it was a “serious mistake”.
Pat’s Crossword
22 Rather, Christians around the world and
Contact List
25 for well over two thousand years, recognize

Page 6

Parish Post

Volume 96 Issue 10

this long-planned and foretold birth as the dawn of a new
humanity, which reaches its triumphant and joyful conclusion in
Jesus’ death and resurrection. For, as we gaze upon the Christ
Child, our priorities are up-ended, our hearts and minds stirred,
and our own commitment re-born. God knows what he is about,
for sure.
Wishing you all a blessed Christmas and joyous New Year.
Roger

Inspiration from the
Croydon Lay Conference
A few of us from St Mildred’s attended this year’s Croydon Lay
Conference on 6 November, giving us the opportunity to meet
with like-minded Christians across the borough and to be inspired.
Our guest speaker was Lay Minister, Andrew Graystone,
whose key message was ‘outside the walls of the church is
where the best stuff happens’. He illustrated this by reading an
extract from his book, ‘Faith, Hope and Mischief’ about the time,
just after the terrible shootings in two New Zealand mosques,
when he was inspired to stand outside his local mosque with a
placard saying ‘I am your friend. I will keep watch while you
pray’. Someone took a photo and posted it on social media and
it went viral. It gave Andrew the opportunity to talk in the media
about the reason for his actions and to share the international
message of friendship across the faiths.
I was left with a really positive feeling that small, but caring,
actions that we undertake as individuals can help us to share
God’s love.
I also attended two virtual workshops during the day. The
first was about the environment, led by Timothy Austin, where
we learned about Eco Church’s survey which had identified five
areas where we could focus our efforts, including:
1. Worship and teaching (bible study groups etc)
2. Buildings (solar energy - with advice that church halls can be
easier than churches!)
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3. Land (upgrading church yards and creating garden projects) I was able to talk about our community garden at St Mildred’s
4. Community (we learned about the Hope for the Future
charity)
5. Lifestyle (we learned about Creation Care’s efforts to encourage
households to make changes to benefit God’s earth)
The second, very moving, workshop was about modern slavery
and was led by Chris Elliot and Jennifer Hyde. After outlining
some of the areas of modern slavery - which were much more
varied than I had realised - they showed a short video. After
watching it we understood much better how to look for the signs
of modern slavery and how to report our concerns to professionals
who are trained to deal with these situations.
Modern Slavery Helpline 0800 0121 700
Crime Stoppers is 0800 555 111
Personally, I was shocked to hear that Their Voice, a support
group helping young girls out of the sex trade, had received
1365 requests for help in Croydon this year alone.
The speakers are happy to come and visit churches to talk
about modern slavery. I think we all need to learn more about
what is happening on our doorstep and do what we can to help.
Rona Macdonald

Gift Service

Sunday 9 January at 10am
At this service, gifts are collected for the Croydon Women’s
Refuge. So, please help us by donating generously:

 Gifts of adults’, children’s and babies’ toiletries
 New underwear
 New, or very nearly new, children’s books and toys
Thank you.

Margaret Simmons
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Film Afternoon
Our first planned social event will be a film afternoon in church
on Sunday 23 January at 3pm. The film we watch will be
chosen by you - Chitty Chitty Bang Bang, Mary Poppins or My Fair
Lady - and voting has been taking place via the service sheets.
We are also seeking new members to join our vibrant team.
If you are interested, please contact Jane Davey, Claire Webb
or the Parish Office.
Social Team

Mothers’ Union
In the absence of a speaker for our November meeting, we
decided to have a short service followed by a bring-your-own
lunch.
As Mothers' Union members, prayer is an important part of
our lives. We remember the worldwide work of the Mothers'
Union in our midday prayers, and pray regularly for each other,
for our churches and for our communities both as individuals
and in prayer groups.
We used a service from the Woolwich area, which had been
used at the cathedral on 27 October. It began with a prayer
focussing on Autumn:
Heavenly Father, we thank you for the beauty of the Autumn
season – the reds, yellows and oranges of the leaves that reflect
our joy in your creation, the deep blue of the September sky that
reflects the depth of your love for us, and the crisp cool
mornings that speak of change in our lives. We thank you for
your ever-present step beside us in the transitional times. Grant
us courage and peace as we move into a new season in our
lives, in our faith, and in our love for you. In Jesus’ name we
pray. Amen
Christ Church Cathedral MU, Province of Canada
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During the service we sang the hymn ‘For the Beauty of the
Earth’ and concluded with this lovely poem:

AFTER THE RAIN - anonymous
Whatever your cross, whatever your pain,
there will always be sunshine after the rain.
Perhaps you may stumble, perhaps even fall,
but the Lord’s always ready to answer your call.
He knows every heartache, He sees every tear,
but a word from his lips can calm every fear.
Your sorrows may linger throughout the dark night,
but they’ll suddenly vanish in dawn’s early light.
The Saviour is waiting somewhere up above
to give you His grace and uphold you in love.
Whatever your cross, whatever your pain,
God always sends rainbows after the rain.
Dates for your Diary
2 December 11am

MU Diocesan Advent Carol Service
will be held at St Mildred's. The
service will be led by Rev’d Roger
Hagon and the address will be given
by Ven Rosemarie Mallett, Archdeacon
of Croydon. All are welcome to join us
whether MU members or not. There
will be refreshments afterwards as well
as a stall selling MU literature and cards.

3 Dec 12.30 for 1pm

Christmas Lunch, Shirley Park Golf Club

9 December 11.30am

Service at St Alban’s Thornton Heath
to mark the end of 16 Days of Action
against gender-based violence.

6 January 2pm

DIY Epiphany / New Year Anthology

3 February

AGM
Jackie Bartley
MU Secretary
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16 Days of Activism against gender-based violence is an
international campaign, which takes place each year from 25
November (International Day for the Elimination of Violence
against Women) until 10 December (International Human Rights
Day).
This campaign is an extension of the day-to-day grassroots
work of Mothers’ Union, where we work alongside communities
to help end gender-based violence and to support those affected
by it. Throughout the campaign, Mothers’ Union joins with around
6,000 organisations from approximately 187 countries who
participate in the campaign, to raise awareness of, and call for an
end to, gender-based violence in all forms and in all societies.

What is Gender-Based Violence?
 Gender-based violence (GBV) is any act of violence or
abuse which is directed at an individual or group on the
basis of their gender.
 It is important to note, therefore, that both women and
men can be made targets of gender-based violence.
However, it has been widely acknowledged that the
majority of persons affected by gender-based violence are
women and girls, as a result of unequal distribution of
power in society between women and men. Further,
female victims of violence suffer specific consequences as
a result of gender discrimination.
 Gender-based violence against women is violence that is
directed against a woman because she is a woman or that
affects women disproportionately.
 “Violence against women” is understood as a violation of
human rights and a form of discrimination against women.
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It is all acts of gender-based violence that result in, or are
likely to result in, physical, sexual, psychological or
economic harm or suffering to women, including threats of
such acts, coercion or arbitrary deprivation of liberty,
whether occurring in public or in private life.
 Violence against women and girls is rooted in unequal
power relations between men and women, and the
underlying beliefs and values which accompany this, often
manifesting as a means of control.
 Gender-based violence occurs in every culture and
context around the world. It can be carried out by a wide
range of people, including partners, family members,
those in the community, strangers, friends, those in
positions of authority, armed groups and the state.

What can I do?
 In conversations, take a stand against root causes of
gender-based violence, such as harmful attitudes and
norms about men and women.
 Ask the government or leaders to support or make
national, local and customary laws that prohibit all forms
of violence against women and girls.

No more 1 in 3 – Global Day of Action
As part of the campaign, this year we will be holding a Global
Day which is centred around the disturbing figure that “1 in 3
women worldwide have experienced domestic or sexual abuse”
and that Mothers’ Union, as a leading women’s organisation,
believe this to be unacceptable.
So, on 27 November we hold our first ever global day of
action to give voice to the voiceless and stand together in an
act of protest – highlighting that this statistic MUST change.
Much press and research has also shown that cases of
domestic violence have increased during lockdown and the
pandemic and so there is more need than ever to join together
and say, “No more 1 in 3”.
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Deanery Service
St Mildred’s Mothers’ Union will join the rest of the Deanery for
a ‘16 Days’ service at St Alban’s Church in Thornton Heath (the
130 bus stops outside!) at 11.30am on 9 December.
Margaret Simmons

Getting to know our Saints
St Nicholas
Feast Day 6 December
St Nicholas lived in the 4th century, but virtually nothing is known
about his life. He was bishop of Myra in Lycia in south western
Turkey and his cult was established in the east from the 6th century.
When his relics were translated to Bari in 1087, a new church
was built to house them. From this time onwards, his cult
became universal in the west.
His reputation as a thaumaturge (a worker of miracles) meant
that many groups claimed him as their patron. Among these
were children, sailors, unmarried girls, merchants and pawnbrokers.
Some of these patronages are linked with episodes in his legendary
Acts. He was said to have given three bags of gold to three girls for
their marriage dowries to save them from prostitution. This is
thought to be the basis for the use of three gold balls for a
pawnbroker’s sign. Another legend tells of him raising to life
three boys who had been murdered in a brine tub by a butcher.
He is also said to have saved three unjustly condemned men from
death and three sailors near the cost of Turkey.
The most popular result of his cult is the institution of Santa
Claus. This is based on his patronage of children and its attendant
custom in the Low Countries of giving children presents on his
feast. This institution reached its present form in North America
when the Dutch Protestants of New Amsterdam united to it Nordic
folkloric legends of a magician who both punished naughty children
and rewarded good ones with presents.
Adapted from The Oxford Book of Saints
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Holy Communion
Mothers’ Union - Service in Church
Mothers’ Union Christmas Lunch Shirley Park Golf Club

SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT
8:00am
Holy Communion
10:00am
Parish Communion
8:45am
Morning Prayer - Lady Chapel
8:00pm
The Lit - Pavilion
10:00am
Holy Communion
7:30pm
Prayer Meeting - Music Room

Sunday 12th

Tues
Wed
Sat

THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT
8:00am
Holy Communion
10:00am
Family Christingle
3:30pm
Choral Evensong
14th
8:45am
Morning Prayer - Lady Chapel
8:00pm
The Lit - Pavilion
15th
10:00am
Holy Communion - Cedar Room
18th from1:00pm
Addiscombe Nativity - Church
and Centre

Sunday 19th

Tues

21st

Wed
Fri

22nd
24th

FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT
8:00am
Holy Communion
10:00am
Parish Communion
6:30pm
Festival of 9 Lessons and Carols
8:45am
Morning Prayer - Lady Chapel
8:00pm
The Lit Christmas Social - Pavilion
10:00am
Holy Communion
CHRISTMAS EVE
11:30pm
Midnight Mass
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25th

CHRISTMAS DAY
8:00am
Holy Communion
10:00am
Family Communion

Sunday 26th

FIRST SUNDAY OF CHRISTMAS
10:00am
Service of the Word

Sunday 2nd

SECOND SUNDAY OF CHRISTMAS
8:00am
Holy Communion
10:00am
Family Communion
8:45am
Morning Prayer - Lady Chapel
10:00am
Holy Communion
7:30pm
Prayer Meeting - Music Room
2:00pm
Mothers’ Union DIY Anthology - Church

Tues
Wed

4th
5th

Thurs

6th

Sunday 9th

Tues

11th

Wed

12th

Sunday 16th

Tues

18th

Wed
Thurs

19th
20th

EPIPHANY
8:00am
Holy Communion
10:00am
Family Communion and Gift
Service
3:30pm
Choral Evensong
8:45am
Morning Prayer
6:00pm
Deadline for submission of
articles for February Parish Post
8:00pm
The Lit - Pavilion
10:00am
Holy Communion
SECOND SUNDAY OF EPIPHANY
8:00am
Holy Communion
10:00am
Parish Communion
8:45am
Morning Prayer
8:00pm
The Lit - Pavilion
10:00am
Holy Communion
8:00pm
PCC Meeting - Music Room
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THIRD SUNDAY OF EPIPHANY
8:00am
Holy Communion
10:00am
Parish Communion
8:45am
Morning Prayer - Lady Chapel
8:00pm
The Lit - Pavilion
10:00am
Holy Communion

Sunday 30th

CANDLEMAS
8:00am
Holy Communion
10:00am
Parish Communion with Holy
Baptism

Tues

1st

Wed

2nd

8:45am
8:00pm
10:00am

Morning Prayer
The Lit - Pavilion
Holy Communion

From the Parish Register
Holy baptisms:
25th July
19th September
17th October
21st November
At rest:
23rd September

Daisy Kinnard
Ryan Francis
Oliver Goddard
Maisie Rainsbury
Pauline Everett

There continues to be both streamed
services and services in church
If you, or anyone you know, needs help of any kind
or can offer help of any kind, please contact us
Tel: 020 8655 1434
Email: parishoffice@stmildredschurch.org.uk
Website: www.stmildredschurch.org.uk
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Seeking Stillness
~

Reflections
Reflecting on a Needle and Thread
I recently found myself mulling over what it is that holds all and
everything together… A number of things may come to mind but it was 'a Needle and Thread' which surfaced for me, as I
was planning this Reflection.
A thin sliver of metal, with a small hole - an ‘eye’,
- at one end. Colourful threads to choose from…
shades of blue, grey, red, yellow, green and all
those pinks and lilacs, browns and creams…a
feast of colour indeed. Thread the needle – then
ply it in and out of the fabric - stitching a line of
colour - maybe a hem on a dress, a border on a shirt cuff or a
baby’s dungarees.
I learnt to use a needle and thread when I was still quite young.
My auntie Nellie was an embroiderer, and she shared her love of ‘art
needlework’ with me. She told me that the threads should look as
good on the reverse of the work as on the front – neatness with
needle and thread was as important as colour and design. Fine
stitches on tablecloths, cushion covers, samplers to hang on the wall.
I remember my mum’s sewing box. It was full of cottons
and threads, needles, small scissors, buttons, fabric scraps,
press studs, paper sewing patterns…Clothes awaiting mending
and socks with holes to be darned were left on the sewing box.
My parents were well able to buy new trousers, skirts and socks
for us, but my mum had been brought up during the WW2 and
one didn’t discard a garment for a mere bit of wear and tear…
As a mother of two young boys, I soon discovered that a needle
and thread and some grey patching fabric was very useful when
yet another pair of school trousers came home muddied and
torn! A neatly sewn patch often proved longer lasting than the
original trouser fabric!
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My Mum used needle and thread for the beautiful patchwork
quilts she made for each of us. Each patch measured and cut
and pieced together, before sewing with needle and cotton to form
a throw for our settee – another for our bed. Each stitch lovingly,
carefully sewn. Needle and thread…holding things together.
In the field hospitals of war, needle and thread is used to draw
together the raw edges of a wound. No fancy stitching, but a
needle and surgical thread can save lives. It is used in hospital
surgery and First Aid, although butterfly strips are used for some
wounds.
During the pandemic, some of us stitched face coverings,
others made ‘scrubs’ for NHS workers. Needle and thread…
stitching with care, stitching with love…working for others,
helping protect.
When threads entwine together they become strong, like the
threads of friendship – friends who have shared the journey,
held me in the storms of life, held a light when one was too tired,
too worn, friends who have listened and been alongside even
amidst the muddiness, friends who have shared joy and laughter.

Multi-coloured threads of friendship!
And then, there’s the golden thread of God’s constancy, running
through my life. I imagine the hand of our Unseen Creator
plying the needle and thread so neatly, so lovingly, through the
vivid fabric of my life. Holding it all together.

Reflecting on a Puddle of Rainwater
Rain is a regular feature of the autumn season, living here in
England. This Reflection offers some thoughts on a
Puddle of Rainwater....
The rain fell, and the drops landed, and as they
gathered, formed this puddle…raindrop after
raindrop. Each one was perfectly formed in the
clouds, each one with its own shape, its own identity,
its own being. They fell from the cloud which formed
them, falling through the air, and into this puddle. On landing,
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each raindrop readily dispersed, its identity lost amongst the
water which had already collected. A way of transformation –
from one way of be-ing, to another.
I look at the puddle… It’s quite a clean puddle, with small
stones lying at the bottom. It could be a stream bed, but this
water’s not flowing. As I watch, the wind disturbs the surface the puddle becomes a miniature sea for a few moments, as
small waves lap the edges. I wonder if maybe a
toddler will find the puddle later, and splash in its
wateriness with bright red welly boots – shouting
his delight – puddles are fun! Maybe a passing
cat will stop to drink from the puddle - they always
seem to reckon that rainwater has more flavour than their bowl of
tap water left ready in the kitchen at home. Maybe a gardener will
scoop the water from the puddle into a bucket to water the plants.
Maybe some of the water will seep through the stones to
the earth beneath…maybe the sun will come out, and the
watery puddle will evaporate, returning as water vapour to the
skies, to form more raindrops.
As I look down into the puddle, the words of St Paul in his
letter to the Corinthians [1 Cor:13 vs 12] come to mind, ‘Now we
see but a poor reflection as in a mirror…’ I’m seeing my reflection
in the puddle – a reflection is not the true image of who I am, it’s
not revealing the inner essence of ‘me’. These words remind
me that God sees the whole ‘me’, the whole ‘you’. He sees the
outer and the inner self. He accepts and loves each and everyone,
just as we are. In God’s time, the right time, only then when we
meet our Unseen Creator face to face, will we see as clearly as
he does.
For now, he sends the rain, which gathers in puddles. During
the day, as the sun reflects in the puddle, I can join my young
neighbour to sail a paper boat in the water. Then I’ll stand and
watch the next shower of rain fall, and imagine each raindrop
transforming from its separateness into community with the puddle.
As evening falls, the puddle will reflect the moonlight, and a
badger or maybe a mouse will come to drink and look at its
reflection in the puddle of rainwater.
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Reflecting on the House of Memory
The season of Remembrance offered a focus for national
remembering, local remembering and personal remembering.
As the leaves now fall from the trees and form a vibrant
carpet, we may well find ourselves remembering
how they looked only a few months ago. That
thought may lead into further rememberings. This
Reflection offers thoughts on that which we all hold
in our 'House of Memory'.
We have just come through the season of
Remembrance and Remembering - All Saints, All
Souls, Remembrance Day and Remembrance Sunday. As the
autumn season flows into winter, there’s the lingering memory of
warmer days of summer, time spent with family and friends,
celebrating weddings, anniversaries, birthdays, graduation days.
The Remembrance season brings a focus for thoughts of
those who once companioned us along life’s journey…those
who taught us, who encouraged us, affirmed us in our careers,
our callings, those who nurtured our faith, who gave us opportunities,
encouragement to grow, to explore, to learn. We remember with
love, with thanks, with appreciation and value, those who once
lived and loved as we do.
I remember my grandma’s love of hats. She had a hat for
every occasion, every activity [and a selection of hat pins, too].
The Sunday hats, the ‘out to tea’ hats, the ‘popping out to post a
letter’ or ‘go shopping’ hats…and the ‘family weddings and parties’
hats. A visual from my ‘House of Memory’.
I remember the lingering smell of bonfire smoke drifting through
the back door of the house on an autumnal Saturday evening. It
mingled with the smell of the crumpets that my mum was toasting
under the grill for tea.
I remember the lovely, Johnson’s baby soap smell of my
little boys as I wrapped them in bath towels after the grubbiness
of the day had been washed away - the touch of wriggly young
limbs in my arms.
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I remember the smell of the sprigs of rosemary [for remembrance]
which we carried on the day of my mum’s funeral / thanksgiving.
I remember the first time I was taken [as a child] to a
concert at the Royal Albert Hall…the loftiness of the concert
hall, the sound of real, live musicians, all playing together, and
creating this amazing texture of sound.
The gift of the ‘House of Memory’, which we all carry within
us – sight, smell, touch, sound – the senses which prompt
memories, rememberings.
Remembering is a recurring theme in the bible. The Psalmist
urges listeners to remember the events of previous generations –
the testing times, the celebratory times, the grieving times and
the many times when God was there for his people – upholding
them, guiding them, healing them, loving them. The Israelites’
celebration of Passover- to remember their deliverance from
Egypt. And, of course, Jesus’ words to his disciples at the Last
Supper, ‘Do this in remembrance of me’.
The sharing of bread and wine…I wonder, did the sights,
the smells, the sounds of that evening rest in the individual
‘memory houses’ of those disciples? How did they share that
with each other and with those they companioned in the days
that followed?
Spend some time in stillness with your own ‘House of
Memory.’
Some memories bring us joy, love, wonder and thankfulness.
Other memories bring sorrow, regret, pain, sadness. Yet we
remember also, that these memories are among the many,
wonderful gifts which our Unseen Creator God has blessed us
with. He does not leave us sitting or standing, walking or
dwelling alone with our memories. He is present and with us,
as he promised, until the very end of Time….

Jane Hoskins
SPA - All Saints Warlingham
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Crossword 16
Have a go at Pat Howard’s latest crossword
Answers on page 27

Cryptic Clues
Across

Down

2. Car on the bend (3)
1. Miss chart special day (9)
4. Restore facility (abbr.) (5)
2. First fratricide victim (4)
5. Greenland regularly mowed (4) 3. Close knit group (4)
7. Cool way of relaxing (8,3)
6. Suck up to (3)
11. Seasonal female name (5)
7. Pack of four suits (5)
12. Discard fishless dumpling (4) 8. Mixed up brother of 2D from
13. Found peas scattered in church (4)
Peru (4)
14. Strike confused friends (4)
9. Multiple US attorney generals (8)
17. Now’s the type of wintery
10. Negative if-clause (6)
settlement (4)
15. Night bird changed to sound
18. Arrange silent attention (6)
bovine (3)
16. Rounded lap for a chum (3)
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Quick Clues
Across

Down

2. Part of a curve (3)
4. Course of treatment (abbr.) (5)
5. Grass area (4)
7. Winding down (8,3)
11. A song for Xmas (5)
12. Council tip (4)
13. A church recess (4)
14. Hit with the palm (4)
17. White wintery covering (4)
18. Hear this! (6)

1.
2.
3.
6.

Present day (9)
Brother of Cain (4)
Large Scots family (4)
Try to gain affection or
favour (3)
7. Greetings sent at 1 down (5)
8. Once a person of Peru (4)
9. Decorative wreaths(8)
10. Except if (6)
15. Less than average (3)
16. Friend, mate (3)

The Oxen
Christmas Eve, and twelve of the clock.
‘Now they are all on their knees,’
An elder said as we sat in a flock
By the embers in hearthside ease.
We pictured the meek mild creatures where
They dwelt in their strawy pen,
Nor did it occur to one of us there
To doubt they were kneeling then.
So fair a fancy few would weave
In these years! Yet, I feel,
If someone said on Christmas Eve,
‘Come; see the oxen kneel,
‘In the lonely barton by yonder coomb
Our childhood used to know,’
I should go with him in the gloom,
Hoping it might be so.
Thomas Hardy
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The Lit
December and January Programme
in the Pavilion
‘The John Gent Postcards’
Tuesday 7 December ~ 8:00pm - 10:00pm
An illustrated talk by John Hickman

———————————————

‘Songs from the Shows’
Tuesday 14 December ~ 8:00pm - 10:00pm
A talk by Morven and Iain Rae

———————————————

Christmas Social
Tuesday 21 December ~ 8:00pm - 10:00pm

———————————————

‘Monsters in our Midst’
Tuesday 11 January ~ 8:00pm - 10:00pm
An illustrated talk by lan Payne

———————————————

‘The Lost Generation (1914-1918)’
Tuesday 18 January ~ 8:00pm - 10:00pm
An illustrated talk by Michael Gilbert

———————————————

‘Local Birds (RSPB)’
Tuesday 25 January ~ 8:00pm - 10:00pm
An illustrated talk by Nicola Hunt

———————————————

Non-members £3.50
includes tea and biscuits served before the talk
between 7.30pm and 8pm
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Contact List
Leadership Team
Revd Roger Hagon (Vicar)
Revd Marie King (Hon Asst. Priest - Retired)
Jane Ward (Pastoral Auxiliary)
Steve Chapman (Trainee Reader)

8676 1569

Staying In Touch Pastoral Team
Elizabeth Fleischer (Co-ordinator)
Parish Office
Jenny Nicholls and Jan Stead
8655 1434
(Monday - Friday 9am - 12noon)
Email: parishoffice@stmildredschurch.org.uk
Website: www.stmildredschurch.org.uk
Centre Manager
Leander Garner
Join us on Facebook
Parish Post Magazine
Karen Rooney, Judy Bennett and Jane Ward

Copy deadline for next issue: Tuesday 11 January 2022
Parochial Church Council (PCC) Officers
Church Warden s
Steve Chapman
Janet Palmer
Secretary
Judy Bennett
Electoral Roll
Rona Macdonald
Treasurer
Colin Simonds
Safe Church and Child Protection Chris Hatton
Helen Medland
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Worship Team
Director of Music
Live Streaming
Ladies’ Choir
Flowers
Readers
Intercessions
Weekly Prayer List
Servers
Sacristan
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Richard Mander
Matt Webb
Penny Locke
Sharon Collins
Roger Hagon
Chris Simmons
Margaret Simmons
Alan and Joy Griffiths
Lin Kensington

Children and Young People
Mountaineers (Sunday School) Sophie Blankson
Toddlers (Tues 9:30am - 11:15am, term time)
WOWChurch (13 to 25)
Leander Garner
Millies’ Pre-School
Kim Benham
Beavers, Cubs & Scouts
Derek Lee
Church and Community Groups
Mission and Outreach
Jane Ward
Home Groups
Steve Chapman
Social Team
Mothers’ Union
Jackie Bartley
Bible Reading Notes
Elizabeth Fleischer
Women’s Group
Vera Burch
The Lit
Elizabeth Fleischer
Friends of St Mildred’s
Margaret Simmons
Addiscombe Neighbourhood Care (ANCA) Norman Till
Association for Pastoral Care
in Mental Health (APCMH)
For all enquiries please contact the Parish Office on 020 8655 1434
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To advertise in this space
please contact the Parish Office

Answers to this month’s
Crossword 16
Across

Down

2.
4.
5.
7.
11.
12.
13.
14.
17.
18.

1.
2.
3.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
15.
16.

Arc
Rehab
Lawn
Chilling Out
Carol
Dump
Apse
Slap
Snow
Listen

Christmas
Abel
Clan
Woo
Cards
Inca
Garlands
Unless
Low
Pal
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