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When they are
already budding,
you see and know
for yourselves
that summer is
now near.
Luke 21:30-36

We seek to be an open and loving church, growing in faith
and confidence, and joyfully sharing God’s love with all
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A Prayer for India
Have mercy, O Lord, on our brothers and sisters
whose countries are overwhelmed by the burden of Covid.
Our hearts break for India, for Nepal,
for the most fragile countries of Africa.
We pray for the people of the world to have compassion,
for the families who are suffering to have provision,
for those who live in fear to have protection.
O God our refuge, into the world’s illness,
into the world’s mourning, into the world’s need,
come with rescue, hope and healing,
we pray in the name of your Son our Saviour.
Amen

A Prayer for the Holy Land
O Prince of Peace,
our hearts cry out to you
for the lands in which you once lived.
Confound all who seek to change the world through violence;
prosper all whose hearts are set on reconciliation;
grant justice to those who have been denied it;
and security to those who live their lives in fear.
Work a miracle at this time of rage, we pray,
and grant peace to the people you love.
Amen
Peter Graystone
Lay Training Officer, Diocese of Southwark
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Come and Worship at St Mildred’s
website: www.stmildredschurch.org.uk

Online streamed services are still taking place
and they can be accessed via this link:
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UChItFWkqY5m8jtcGlQ00SZg

The church will also be open for worship
on Sundays at 10am for Parish Communion
Please contact Janet Palmer if you would like to attend:
Email: palmerjal@aol.com

Tel: 020 8662 0705
You will be asked to use disinfectant gel on arrival
and to wear a face covering

In case of change please see our website
for the latest announcements
Enquiries about Baptisms, Weddings, Funerals,
Home Communions, Visits and the Burial of Ashes
in our Rose Garden, please contact the Parish Office
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Pastoral Letter

June 2021

Revd Roger Hagon shares his thoughts...
Dear Friends
‘It is impossible to ignore the impact of the
environmental crisis we are currently facing. It is
now unequivocally clear the contemporary,
industrial model for social development has not only had a fatal
impact on many ecosystems of the earth but also a detrimental
effect on human mental health and psychological wellbeing.’
The three religions of Christianity, Judaism and Islam all had
their roots in the Fertile Crescent region to the East of the
Mediterranean around the Euphrates River. Our Bible begins
with a description of Creation where humanity is intended to live
in harmony with the rest of the created order in what is described
as the Garden of Eden. It is this place in which God is pictured
walking in the cool of the day, observing what he has made and
how good it all is. The story of the Fall describes perfectly what
we risk losing when we overreach ourselves and break God’s
life-giving intention. It is also interesting for us to reflect on the
Easter Garden as the first place God chooses to show that his
Risen Son is alive and bringing to fruition his life-giving work of
forgiveness, justice and peace among us today.
And so it is with great joy that St Mildred’s is planning to create
a Community Garden within our churchyard. Supported by a Croydon
Episcopal Area Mission Grant, we have the
Inside this issue:
vision to bring together people of all different
Pastoral Letter
5 ages and backgrounds who would like to
Millies’ Mountaineers 6 help. We are finding inspiration from the
Community Garden 8 work of ‘A Rocha UK’ and would like to
become what they call an ‘Eco Church’.
Coming Home
10
‘Connection with the plant world
Living in Love & Faith 12
restores equilibrium and re-engagement
Reflections
14 with life. It does so through the generative
From Lament to Action 22 and creative acts of growing from seed,
St Peter
26 nurturing and bringing to harvest; by
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reconnecting us with our natural contexts of earth, weather and
seasons. Gardening or growing develops both a sense of agency
and transformation and can encourage community and mutuality.
Growing plants are a means of recovery from trauma, loss,
anxiety and depression.’
Roger
Quotes are from ‘Confer. Autumn Programme 2021’ www.confer.uk.com
Follow-up your thoughts by visiting www.ecochurch.arocha.org.uk

Millies Mountaineers
are starting on
Sunday 5 September at 10am!
Scramblers
Pre-school babies, toddlers and young children will have the
option of meeting in our Small Hall with their parents/carers and
having fun playing with our craft kits, which are based on Bible
stories, while the service can be viewed on a monitor. A
member of our Mountaineers Team and others will be available
to help. We all come together for Holy Communion or a
Blessing towards the end of the morning (11.15am). Scramblers
takes the place of the old crêche. Come and make new friends.

Climbers
Primary school-aged children will meet in our Large Hall and
take part in a huge variety of activities based on Bible stories,
including cooking, storytelling, dance, singing, drama and craft.
We all come together for Holy Communion or a Blessing
towards the end of the morning (11.15am). These sessions will
be led by our Mountaineers Team. We will start on 5 September
with a party! Climbers takes the place of the old Sunday
School. Come and make new friends.
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2nd Sunday of the month
We believe that it’s important for children and young families to
feel that they are all part of the whole St Mildred’s Church family.
So, on the 2nd Sunday of every month, we hold an all-age Family
Service where everyone is together. Scramblers kits will still be
available in church for babies, toddlers and pre-school children
to enjoy, and older school-age children will be encouraged to
take part in the service by singing, serving, and
other fun activities. Come and make new friends.
We’re looking forward to seeing you!
Nikki, Charlotte, Chris, Eileen, Jane, Sophie & Fiona
Millies Mountaineers Team
To find out more, contact us at:
Email: parishoffice@stmildredschurch.org.uk
Telephone: 020 8655 1434

Richard of Chichester
(1197 – 1253)

Richard is the patron saint of the county of Sussex and, since
2007, his translated saint's day of 16 June has been
celebrated as Sussex Day. Richard is widely remembered
today for the following popular prayer:

Thanks be to Thee, my Lord Jesus Christ
For all the benefits Thou hast given me,
For all the pains and insults Thou hast borne for me.
O most merciful Redeemer, friend and brother,
May I know Thee more clearly,
Love Thee more dearly,
Follow Thee more nearly.
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New PCC
St Mildred’s new PCC and Deanery Reps were elected during
the morning service on Sunday 25 April. Two meetings were
held to cover 2020 and 2021 and five new people were elected
alongside those members who were seeking re-election.
A full list of PCC members is displayed at the back of church.

St Mildred’s Community Garden
St Mildred’s, supported by a Croydon Episcopal Area Mission
Grant, is creating a wheelchair accessible community garden in
a concreted area that is currently unused and neglected. We will
be remodelling part of the area, which is accessed via Sefton
Road, between the church and the vicarage.
This very exciting
project will make a
positive difference to
the lives of local
people and our
environment, creating
opportunities for
positive interactions
with different people,
from different
backgrounds, of
different ages and bringing people closer to God’s creation.
Our community garden will grow organic vegetables, salads
and fruits that can be used by St Mildred’s Church and Community
Centre groups, as fresh ingredients to produce healthy, organic
meals. Any surplus produce will be donated to local food banks
or sold, with the profits being used to buy more seeds, compost
and equipment for the garden. St Mildred’s community garden
will have raised bed planters, so that the elderly and disabled
can weed, plant and care for flowers and vegetables on their
own without needing assistance.
In addition to food production, St Mildred’s community garden
will have a small area given over to wildflowers and grasses,
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with bird boxes and a ‘bug hotel’ to support nature and to provide
the opportunity for individuals to just sit and observe different
species, including bees and butterflies.
Gardening, and particularly gardening in a group, can bring
many wonderful benefits, regardless of health, age, or circumstance.
It creates an opportunity to connect with others in a gentle,
therapeutic way. As we come out of national lockdown, because
of the Covid pandemic, we hope that our garden will be a valuable
way of reaching out to our community. Helping people to reconnect
with nature is a very popular and proven way to assist with spiritual,
mental, and physical healing and also to reduce feelings of social
isolation and exclusion.
Inspired by the ‘A Rocha UK’ project ‘Eco Church’ that
‘encourages Churches to work with the wider community to learn
about the natural world and natural resources’, our project
philosophy will be to work with volunteers and partner groups to
grow food and increase knowledge about food production and
our environment. It will also bring people closer to nature by
providing opportunities to be outside - especially important if you
do not have access to a garden.
We are very clear that a community garden is not an allotment.
Rather it is about supporting the environment and fostering
relationships through participation – connecting with local schools
and pre-schools, our neighbours, local groups, charities and
even individuals wanting some fresh air and companionship.
St Mildred’s community garden will make a small but very
positive difference to the lives of many local people and our
local environment. As we begin the planning process and initial
work to make the area safe, we would be encouraged by any
words of support or comments you may have. If the idea of a
therapeutic, community garden in the heart of Addiscombe inspires
and excites you, please do get in touch with us at the Parish Office;
we are creating a list of volunteers, who can assist with either time
or DIY, building or gardening expertise. We would also be very
pleased to receive any financial donations to support the project,
as there is a significant amount of work to be done to build our
vision.
Leander Garner, Centre Manager
centremanager@stmildredschurch.org.uk
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COMING HOME
Tackling the Housing Crisis Together
In February this year, the Commission of the Archbishops of
Canterbury and York on Housing, Church and Community
published their report called ‘Coming Home’. Members of the
Commission include the Rev’d Graham Tomlin, Bishop of
Kensington, the area in which Grenfell Tower was situated, and
David Orr, former CEO of the National Housing Federation.
The report lays out a vision for tackling the housing crisis
and the church’s role in contributing to this. This vision is rooted
in five core values: that ‘good housing should be sustainable,
safe, stable, sociable and satisfying.’ The report makes a
series of recommendations. These include:
 The Archbishop of Canterbury has submitted a General
Synod motion, recognising that housing and communities
are part of the mission and ministry of the Church of
England
 That the legal framework for selling church assets should
be changed so that church buildings and land can be used
for social and environmental benefit and not only economic
 The Church Commissioners carry out a review into how
they can use strategic land to deliver more truly affordable
housing
 Local church community work should move from crisis
interventions to prevention

 A Bishop for Housing and a Team to support them will be
appointed to implement the plan
 The Commission has co-created an interactive map to
identify all church land and buildings within dioceses; a
survey to show how parishes are meeting local need and
guidance to help parishes respond to local housing need
The report also calls on the government to take action on the
housing crisis by developing a cross-party housing strategy,
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maximising the use of public land for affordable housing, giving
greater protection for private sector tenants, ensuring tenants’
voices are heard and removing unsafe cladding from residential
blocks, amongst various actions.
As the Foreword to the report from the Archbishops of
Canterbury and York says: ‘At the heart of this report is the idea
that simply building more houses – whilst important – is not
sufficient to address the prolonged housing issues this country
continues to face. We need more truly affordable homes and
stronger communities that people can be proud of and where
they can feel safe and welcome, put down roots and flourish.’
To find out more, follow this link:
https://www.archbishopofcanterbury.org/priorities/coming-home/
about-coming-home
Jane Ward

Coincidences?
In 1927 Sir Sydney Nicholson founded the RSCM (Royal School of
Church Music). Twenty years later St Mildred’s church became a
member.
All down the years, there was a steady flow of boys to the
choir to the extent that, on one occasion, ten boys were admitted
as choristers on 6 December, St Nicholas’ Day, Patron Saint of
boy choristers.
Progress on the new West End Organ came a step closer
last year when Roger formally signed the contract with Nicholson
and Co, organ builders in Malvern, on 6 December.
So, with two Nicholsons and a St Nicholas, we are well set
for splendid church music all played and sung to the glory of God.
Maureen Horne
St Nicholas lived in the 4th century and was an early Christian
bishop of Greek descent. He had a reputation for secret giftgiving, such as putting coins in the shoes of those who left them
out for him and, after his parents died, he is said to have
distributed their wealth to the poor. He became a patron saint
of children, and later of students as well.
Adapted from Wikipedia
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Living in Love and Faith: a message from the
Bishops of the Diocese of Southwark
This year the Church is inviting us all to join in the Living in Love
and Faith (LLF) project, which focuses on questions about
sexuality, gender and relationships, such as:
 How do questions about identity, sexuality, relationships and
marriage fit within the bigger picture of the good news of
Jesus Christ?
 What does it mean to live in love and faith together as a
Church?
We are all invited into a process of learning, reflecting, speaking
and listening, which we hope will deepen our understanding of
the faith we share, and strengthen us as the body of Christ
together, united in one mission which is expressed through our
diversity.
We recognise that this comes at a time when parishes and
churches have many other things on their agenda. The easing
of Coronavirus restrictions is very welcome, but it also presents
new challenges. We would therefore encourage PCCs and
congregations to reflect together as to how they might take up
this invitation, which is for the whole Church. Lay leadership is
as important as lay participation if the LLF project is to go deep
in the life of the Church.
In this Diocese, we are encouraging everyone to participate
as they feel able in that conversation. Some parishes and other
groups have already begun to study and reflect on the resources
the Church has produced, and that is very welcome. We are
writing now to encourage everyone to join in with this process,
particularly through using the LLF course, a five-session course
for group reflection. Whether using the course or not, there will
of course be a lot of diversity in how we approach it, in such a
diverse Diocese as ours. But whatever you do, you are
encouraged to reflect on the issues which are raised through
LLF with people whose background and views might be different
from your own – and to do so as a process of mutual learning.
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In addition to any courses that are running locally in parishes
or deaneries, the national team is providing an online ‘taster day’
for us on Saturday 26 June, 2pm – 5.30pm, which will give
everyone a chance to engage and to learn. We are intending to
round off our learning in November with a Diocese-wide event.
Resources are also under development to make LLF more
accessible for young people in our schools and congregations.
To sign up for the taster afternoon, which will be on Zoom,
please e-mail Zoe Skilton on: zoe.skilton@southwark.anglican.org.
LLF material can be found on the Church of England website
at https://www.churchofengland.org/resources/living-love-andfaith. More can also be found on the Diocesan website at
https://southwark.anglican.org/llf/. Look out for more to be added.
We recognise that discussing these issues can be challenging
and may raise personal issues for many of us. In particular, we
are aware of and thank God for the ministry and gifts of LGBTQI
people across the Diocese and are aware that this may prove
particularly painful or challenging for them, whatever their
theological perspectives. So, we have established a support
network of pastoral listeners who will be happy to help anyone
who is concerned. They can be contacted confidentially through
the dedicated e-mail address: llfpastoral@southwark.anglican.org.
The Church, as a whole, is keen to hear from you about
your reflections on this: there is on the LLF hub a range of
options for feeding back what you have learned or experienced.
The hub is the place to learn more and is very easy to sign up to
and use: you can find it at: https://llf.churchofengland.org/.
We hope and pray that LLF will indeed enable us to live
more fully in the love and faith of Christ and we send the
assurance of our prayers and good wishes,
The Rt Revd Christopher Chessun, Bishop of Southwark
The Rt Revd Jonathan Clark, Bishop of Croydon
The Rt Revd Dr Richard Cheetham, Bishop of Kingston
The Rt Revd Dr Karowei Dorgu, Bishop of Woolwich
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There will continue to be both
streamed services and services in church
but no groups or events for the time being
If you, or anyone you know, needs help of any kind
or can offer help of any kind, please contact us
Tel: 020 8655 1434
Email: parishoffice@stmildredschurch.org.uk
Website: www.stmildredschurch.org.uk

Seeking Stillness
~

Reflections
Reflecting on Times of Change
There are times and seasons in creation, in our
lives, in the lives of our families, our friends and
our church and social communities. Times and
seasons are constantly flowing, changing, that is their nature –
whether within us or in our surroundings. The church season
of Eastertide moves into the season of Ascension and then
Pentecost and onwards as the church year flows.
When Jesus called his first disciples, that group of men
experienced a significant and wonderful change in their way of
being, their outlook on life and how they wanted to live. As
Jesus lived and worked amongst people, so many others also
found that their lives were changed. They followed Jesus,
listened to his teaching, received his healing touch and shared
all that they learnt with others. On the evening of Jesus’ arrest
and amidst all the events which followed, the disciples and
others found that their lives had changed again. After Jesus’
resurrection, his return to heaven and then the coming of the

Volume 96 Issue 5

Parish Post

Page 15

Holy Spirit, those same people found that their lives had changed
again - in a dramatic and radical way. With the new confidence
with which the Holy Spirit filled them, they stepped out of their
everyday lives and became the first evangelists – travelling
even across the world, to tell all whom they met of the depth
and meaning, which can only be found by turning to Jesus, and
putting faith and trust in his guidance and love.
We are not called to be ‘inshore sailors’. From time to time,
the winds of change will blow through our lives. Some changes
may be minor, and will pass. Others will be major, as the changes
which we have all lived with and through, during the past
months of the Coronavirus Pandemic. The Lockdowns changed
our way of daily life in ways that none of us had ever previously
experienced. We had to adapt to a different way of living day to
day. Many of us have learnt new skills – some simply in order
to continue working and keeping in touch with friends and
families. This change also offered us a slower pace of life, and
many have found that this gave time and opportunity to explore
skills and occupations previously not attempted.
And now…we are gently emerging from some of the restrictions.
Again, we are experiencing a change in our way of living, of
being. Whether internal or external, social or spiritual, change
calls us to step into the depths, the unknown. It is here that we
realise that God is right here also – in the midst of what may
seem a swirling mass of newness.
Pause…think about the changes that have happened in
your life, recent or past. What prompted these? Did you feel
stressed by change, or maybe you felt energised? What resulted
from the change?...A fresh direction? New friendships? A new
role or career choice? New skills? New location? Renewed
energy and confidence?
O Lord, you are constant in seasons of change. Hold me
steady when I feel uncertain. Comfort and embolden me when
I feel afraid. Open my eyes to new possibilities and fresh direction.
Help me to step out into the unknown, confident to walk through
changing seasons, knowing that you, who gave your life for me,
are with me, your right hand holds mine. I am not alone. Amen.
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Reflecting on the Vine
‘I am the Vine and you are the Branches.’ John 15:5
As I read Jesus’ words, I picture a
strong, mature vine, growing in wellnourished earth, with warm sunlight
falling on the branches, tendrils, leaves.
I see bunches of deep red grapes
hanging from the intertwining branches.
From these fruits will be made the most flavoursome, warming,
rich red wine – delicious for body and soul! So…in imagination…
let’s take a walk in the vineyard…Sense the warm sun on your
back…Feel the ground beneath your feet... See the gnarled and
twisted trunks of the vines…Smell the scent of sun ripened
grapes…Hear…the gentle rustle of the leaves as the breeze
stirs them into movement.
The vine is an oddly shaped tree. On a mature vine, it’s
difficult to see where the trunk leaves off and the branches
begin! What a truly delightful image of the closeness that we
can seek and know with Jesus, although we no longer see him.
As you imagine walking in the vineyard, sense the support and
companionship which the branches share with the vine, and
with each other. Here is community, fellowship, family and
friendship. The branches cannot live without the nurturing
support of the vine…neither can we live without the love and
care, the guidance and support of Jesus – ever present, ever
near in our day to day.
In order to grow well and be fruitful, the vine needs frequent
tending. Left to itself, the branches will grow at wild angles,
tendrils will curl where they will, too much leaf and shoot growth
will sap the vine of its strength. Some branches will need to be
tied up or redirected; others may need to be pruned. The gardener/
vine dresser will be watchful and caring of all the needs of the
vine – and in Jesus’ depiction he tells us that God carries out
this vital role.
Pause…think of those times when maybe you’ve not allowed
space to seek God in the quietness; times when career or work
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or even the needs of others have come before spending time
with God – the Divine Gardener. There are times, also, when
we may get swept up in the material way of life, temporarily
forgetting that it is from our loving God that we receive all
sustenance, it is God who gives us purpose, a guide to living
and a sense of well-being. There are testing times in our lives,
when maybe we know pain, hurt, difficulty, a lack of direction;
times of illness, loss, sadness. In the life of the vine and the
branches these might be likened to times of pruning, of clearing
away that which is damaged or dead, or has even grown wild.
At these times, we lean on our Unseen Creator, God, and
place our trust, our whole being in his
all-knowing, loving hands. The branches
of the vine need to receive nutrition and
sustenance from the trunk, they need to
remain joined and in touch, linked with
the community of other branches and,
of course, the vine at the heart. So
Jesus calls us all to abide in him, to live in him as he lives in us.
Roots, stems, branches, tendrils, leaves, buds, flowers and
fruits – all are part of the Vine, and the Vine is part of all. May
we continue to seek ways of Growing, Praying, Serving, Sharing,
Loving, as branches of the True Vine – Jesus Christ.

Reflecting on Friends
and Friendship
This Reflection offers thoughts on those people in our lives who
stay right alongside us, in the joyful times and in times of sadness
and difficulty. Those who hold the Christ Light for us in the times
when maybe we haven't got the energy or will to do so for
ourselves.
Our friends are the people with whom we enjoy spending
time. The people that we meet for coffee, lunch, or a drink at
the pub. Friends are the people that we chat with after church
on a Sunday morning, those who we meet at the gym, exercise
class, swimming pool, walking the dog, the local choir or
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rambling group. Friends may be people who we grew up with,
those we went to college or university with, or those whom we
met when we got our first job. Friends may be neighbours,
those with whom we work or do a voluntary job.
Whom do you call ‘friends’? Pause… bring to mind the
names of your friends….
As I ponder on the gift of friendship,
for a gift it indeed is, I realise that those
whom I call friends form a series of
circles. The innermost circle comprises
of a small number of people with whom
I have a very deep, longstanding
connection in friendship. One of these is a woman whom I have
known since our days as students; we have enjoyed over 40
years of unbroken friendship, and supported each other through
a number of life events. There have been times when we have
sat with each other in the depths of life’s muddiness. In this
deep kind of friendship there is sometimes no need for words,
just the presence alongside of someone who knows one,
someone whom one can trust with the depth of feelings,
someone who will just ‘be there’, accepting one as one ‘is’ in the
moment. Someone who will pray and hold the Christ Light in the
darkness.
There are other circles of friends who companion us along
the road of life. Some we may keep in touch with by email or
post, rather than meeting in the real. They are nonetheless
valued friends, and receiving messages from them brings light
and warmth into the day. Friendship, whether near or far, needs
nurturing, needs thought, care and love. We send gifts to our
friends, cards on birthdays and anniversaries, we phone them,
send text messages and emails. In friendship we stand by each
other in times of illness, loss, stress or hardship.
Some friends come to us for a season. God has an
amazing way of knowing our needs and when we need the
support of a particular individual. Sometimes a friendship comes
to an end – maybe through relocation, death or other, but for
whatever reason, it is needful for us to give thanks for that
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person, and what they brought into our lives. No two friends
are the same – each friend shares with us their gifts, as we
share our gifts with them. Friendship is a beautiful weaving of
love and care and, of course, at the centre is God. Our friends
cannot replace Him, yet it is through our friends that we feel the
abundant love, loyalty, care, warmth, hospitality and guidance
of God.

Reflecting on Ears that Hear,
Ears that Listen
As beings, we are amazingly and beautifully crafted by our
Maker God. Brain, bones, sinews, muscles, heart, lungs and
many other organs, all neatly in this envelope of skin. Not a
hard shell or carapace, but soft, flexible and sensitive flesh.
Deep within each of us is the mind, the soul, the uniqueness of
the inner being. But it’s our ears, and how we use them, that
has come to my mind – one of our five, vital senses. Our ears
are offered endless sounds. Sometimes I feel that there is just
too much sound [when does sound become noise…?] I need to
step aside, seek a quiet space. Just this week I drove to
Standen [National Trust near East Grinstead]. The slow drive
down the approach road was enough to still my mind, and as I
parked the car and turned off the engine, I found that the
concerns and tensions of day to day had been released. Here
in this loved and familiar place, in this here and now, I had
come to a space where I could walk, rest, and listen.
Listen…to the fragile feelings, not to the clashing fury,
To the quiet sounds, not to the loud clamour,
To the steady heartbeat, not to the noisy confusion,
To the hidden voices, not to the obvious chatter,
To the deep harmonies, not to the surface discord.
[anonymous]
The writer of these words is encouraging us to make a real
engagement with our ears, amidst the world in which sound,
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pours into our ears all day long. We are hearing – indeed, but
listening requires engaging, focussing on the sounds. Some
sounds may well be best filtered out and left aside, but there are
other sounds which we would do well to hold onto, to stay with
and to savour.
Pause…think of the sounds that really bring you joy…music,
a longed-for phone call from a friend or family member, birdsong
in the garden, your favourite band…
How do you listen to these?…do you seek the deeper
sounds, the warmth and meaning of the words, the underlying
harmonies of the music?…where are you feeling the connection
as you listen?…
Now, think of sounds which you find difficult…machinery on
a building site, the dentist’s drill, the cries of a child in the television
news, gunfire and explosions as the reporter speaks from Gaza…
What feeling, what action, do these sounds prompt within you?…
Sometimes, it is sound, rather than sight, which enables our
recognition. Hearing is a very powerful sense. I often sang to
my unborn infants! It seemed to bring some inner calm before
the boys were born. The sense of hearing is the last sense to go
as we die, so speaking gently to our loved ones as breath fades
does matter.
Think of Mary Magdalene as she walked in the garden on
that early morning of Jesus’ resurrection. She meets a man
whom she presumes to be the gardener. Her tears and grief
prevent her from seeing clearly, but when Jesus speaks, Mary
hears his voice, and recognises him.
Think of Elijah, hiding in the cave on Mount Horeb. It wasn’t
in the sight of the rocks, shattered by the wind and earthquake,
nor in the sense of heat from the fire which came after, that God
was present. It was in the gentle whisper that Elijah heard, as
God spoke to him.
Let’s seek places to listen to the quiet sounds, the steady
heartbeat, the deep harmonious voice of God, our Unseen
Creator and Saviour.
Jane Hoskins
SPA - All Saints Warlingham
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Diocese of Southwark
Online Courses - Booking Now Open
New Lay Ministries
Have you wondered what part you could play in seeing your
church flourish and grow? Have you been unsure what it is that
you have to offer? Would you like support and training to be
more effective in all you do? This course will be an opportunity
to learn about a wide variety of lay ministries including new Lay
Pioneers, Family, Children and Youth Ministries, as well as Lay
Readers, SPA ministry, Church Army and the permanent
diaconate. It will give you information that will enable you to
explore your call further. It is led by Bishop Christopher, Aike
Kennett-Brown, Keli Bolton, Canon Wendy Robins, Canon Will
Cookson and Canon Leanne Roberts.

Saturday 19 June from 10.00am - 1.00pm, Zoom, free
For more information and to book, visit:
https://southwark.anglican.org/news-events/events/whatson/new-lay-ministries/

Young people, drugs and alcohol – what every
churchgoing parent and care-giver needs to know
This is a webinar presented in partnership with the Daniel
Spargo-Mabbs Foundation. It is about the levels of young
people’s exposure to drugs and alcohol; what children and
adults in Christian families (or any families) need to know about
the risks; the brain development and other factors that affect
young people’s decisions; how to have effective conversations
with your child and practical suggestions for what you can do to
support them to stay safe. The session will be led by Fiona
Spargo-Mabbs and drugs educator Ruth James.
Wednesday 30 June from 7.30 - 9.00pm, Zoom, free
To book your place, register at:
https://zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_DA0YjUp2SQi4DGwkThv
JKQ
Peter Graystone
Lay Training Officer, Diocese of Southwark
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From Lament to Action
The Archbishops’ Anti-Racism Taskforce published its report
‘From Lament to Action’ in April, which proposes changes to
begin bringing about a change of culture in the life of the Church
of England.
The report views addressing underlying systemic racism as
a “missional imperative”. “Disregarding a significant part of the
population, and thus denying the gifts they bring for the service
of the Church, must not continue,” the taskforce warns.
Proposals from the report include:

 Shortlists for jobs in the Church to include at least one
appointable UKME candidate
 Recruitment bodies including the Crown Nominations
Commission, which nominates diocesan bishops, to provide
“valid, publishable reasons” for failure to include UKME
candidates on shortlists
 The General Synod to co-opt 10 UKME candidates for its
next five-year term
 The House of Bishops to invite UKME clergy to become
participant observers until there are at least six UKME
bishops in the House
 30% of new intakes on the Strategic Leadership
Development Programme to come from UKME
backgrounds
 The appointment of full-time Racial Justice Officers (RJOs)
in every diocese
To learn more about this important report for our church, follow
this link: https://www.churchofengland.org/sites/default/
files/2021-04/FromLamentToAction-report.pdf
Jane Ward
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To My Family and Church Friends
I was amazed and overwhelmed by the love and kindness shown
to me for my 90th birthday last month and would like to thank each
and every one of you for your best wishes, lovely cards and
gifts. I am still shielding due to Covid, and my family was concerned
that I wouldn’t be able to celebrate in any way, but I had a
wonderful couple of days with both family
and friends.
The festivities started with the 10:00am
service on YouTube on 9 May, when Roger
asked the congregation to turn towards the
camera and clap for my birthday. In the
afternoon, my son Bryan and his partner
picked me up to enjoy tea and cake in their
garden.
On 10 May, my actual birthday, members of the Ladies’ Choir
and the Mothers’ Union sang “Happy Birthday” to me outside my
window at Mildred Court. I then spent the
afternoon with Shirley and Alan in their
garden, together with my niece Christine,
and the evening with Bryan and his family.
Roger talked about joy in his sermon,
and I felt so much joy over my birthday
weekend – the sea of smiling faces at the
10:00am service and the kindness of people coming to sing to
me and visit me. St Mildred’s has shown me so much love, and
I will remember this time with great fondness.
With much appreciation,
Yvonne

Thank You
I would just like to say a very big ‘thank you’ to all my friends at
St Mildred’s for all the lovely birthday wishes, messages,
visitors, cards, flowers and gifts - I was overwhelmed. Thank
you all so very much, I am so lucky to have you all in my life.
Kath Hemsley
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Archdeacon of Southwark
to be next Bishop of Lynn
The Venerable Dr Jane Steen, Archdeacon of
Southwark, was announced on 28 April as the
next Bishop of Lynn. The first female bishop in
Norfolk, Jane will also be the first suffragan
bishop to be consecrated in Norwich Cathedral in more than a
century, when the ceremony takes place on Wednesday 23
June. Bishop Christopher said: “Jane has been a trusted
colleague over many years and has played a major role in
deepening discipleship as well as equipping mission and ministry
across the Archdeaconry and wider Diocese of Southwark.” He
added: “I commend Jane and Pip to your prayers and have
every confidence that Jane’s future episcopal ministry will be a
rich source of blessing and encouragement to all in the Diocese
in which she will soon be serving.”
Jane’s ministry in the Diocese of Southwark has spanned
20 years. Having served her title in the Diocese of St Albans,
she became chaplain to Bishop Tom Butler in 1999, before
taking up the post of Canon Chancellor of Southwark Cathedral
and Director of Ministerial Education in 2005. In 2013, she was
appointed Archdeacon of Southwark.
Jane said of her appointment: “I am honoured and delighted
to have been called to be the next Bishop of Lynn and I am
looking forward to the new ministry to which God and the
Church have called me. It will be a privilege to minister with the
clergy and laity of the Lynn archdeaconry and to serve the wider
life of north and west Norfolk.” She added: “I feel very blessed
to be calling this area home after several lovely holidays, and I
will enjoy getting to know people and places better. I will carry
with me many happy memories of the Diocese of Southwark
and especially from eight years of ministering in the Southwark
Archdeaconry.” The Bishop-Designate spent the day of the
announcement touring the Lynn Archdeaconry, including visits to
a primary school in King’s Lynn, King’s Lynn Minster, a small
holding near Dereham and a coastal parish church lunch club
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on the North Norfolk coast. Her visit ended with evensong at
Norwich Cathedral.

This article first appeared in the Diocese
of Southwark’s newspaper, The Bridge
https://southwark.anglican.org/news-events/news/the-bridge-newspaper/

A Better Resurrection
I have no wit, no words, no tears;
My heart within me like a stone
Is numbed too much for hopes or fears.
Look right, look left, I dwell alone;
I lift mine eyes, but dimmed with grief
No everlasting hills I see;
My life is in the falling leaf:
O Jesus, quicken me.

My life is like a faded leaf,
My harvest dwindled to a husk;
Truly my life is void and brief
And tedious in the barren dusk;
My life is like a frozen thing,
No bud nor greenness can I see:
Yet rise it shall--the sap of Spring;
O Jesus, rise in me.
My life is like a broken bowl,
A broken bowl that cannot hold
One drop of water for my soul
Or cordial in the searching cold
Cast in the fire the perished thing,
Melt and remould it, till it be
A royal cup for Him my King:
O Jesus, drink of me.
Christina Rossetti
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GETTING TO KNOW YOUR SAINTS

St Peter
Feast Day 29 June
St Peter, originally known as Simon, was the son of a man named
John, and his brother's name was Andrew. We also know that
he was married, since Jesus cured his mother-in-law at the family
home at Bethsaida in Galilee (Matthew 8:14-17). A fisherman by
trade, Jesus was to call Peter, along with his brother Andrew and
James and John, to leave everything behind to become His
followers. He said to them "Come after me, and I will make you
fishers of men" (Matthew 4:19).
It is because of Peter's confession of faith in Jesus as Messiah
that Jesus gave him the nickname of "rock" and stated that it
was upon the rock of Peter's faith that the Church would rise
(Matthew 16:18). All the Gospel writers list Peter first when
naming the apostles of Jesus, and there is no doubt that Peter
was the "first among equals" in the minds of the earliest Christians.
Time and again in the Gospels, Peter demonstrates that his
faith is imperfect, but growing. He says things that make Jesus
react strongly: he denies that Jesus' coming death should ever
be allowed to happen (Matthew 16:22), tells Jesus at the last
supper that He will never wash his feet (John 13:8), and denies
association with Jesus three times, even after Jesus predicted
that he would do so (Luke 22:61). St Peter can show us how
difficult discipleship can truly be, but is also an example of the
Lord choosing the weak and making them strong in bearing
witness to Him.
Peter was martyred (crucified upside down on a cross) for
the Faith in the year 64 in Rome, the city he served as its first
bishop. His successors in that office, who exercise the ministry
of Bishop of Rome to this day, are given a primacy of honour
and jurisdiction among all the world's bishops and are known by
the familiar title of ‘Pope’.
Jane Ward
(adapted from the Oxford Book of Saints)
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None Other Lamb
None other Lamb, none other Name,
None other hope in Heav’n or earth or sea,
None other hiding place from guilt and shame,
None beside Thee!

My faith burns low, my hope burns low;
Only my heart’s desire cries out in me
By the deep thunder of its want and woe,
Cries out to Thee.
Christina Rossetti

Hymn For St John's Eve, 29 June
O sylvan prophet! whose eternal fame
Echoes from Judah's hills and Jordan's stream;
The music of our numbers raise,
And tune our voices to thy praise.
A messenger from high Olympus came
To bear the tidings of thy life and name,
And told thy sire each prodigy
That Heaven designed to work in thee.
Hearing the news, and doubting in surprise,
His falt'ring speech in fettered accent dies;
But Providence, with happy choice,
In thee restored thy father's voice.
In the recess of Nature's dark abode,
Though still enclosed, yet knewest thou thy God;
Whilst each glad parent told and blessed
The secrets of each other's breast.
John Dryden
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Cure the Care System
Dementia Action Week took place last month, during which the
Alzheimer’s Society raised awareness of the inadequacies of the
social care system. They said: “The broken social care system
means that in the UK, nearly 1 million people with dementia and
their families are struggling to get the support and care that they
need and deserve. Until things change, a dementia diagnosis
will continue to claim more than one life, as families facing
dementia feel its destructive effects. With the right support,
people with dementia can live a good quality of life, doing what
matters most to them for as long as possible.”
The Alzheimer’s Society is calling on the Government to
provide quality social care, that is free and easy to access, no
matter where people live. If you’d like to take action to help
improve the lives of people affected by dementia, there are
posters available on their website (www.alzheimers.org.uk) to
download and display in your window and also a petition to sign:
https://action.alzheimers.org.uk/page/80202/petition/1
Karen Rooney

A Prayer for Dementia
Tender God,
pour your grace on all who are living with dementia
and hold them in your care.
When memories are confused,
take away the fear;
when faces are unfamiliar,
take away the loneliness.
We pray for all who love someone with this illness
and grieve for the person they once knew;
and for all who care for someone who is ill
and need strength and patience to continue.
When so much is lost, O Lord,
may your deep and comforting love endure.
Amen
Peter Graystone
Lay Training Officer, Diocese of Southwark

