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The monthly magazine
for St Mildred’s
Find out what’s going on in your Parish!

Holy Week
Sunday 28 March - Saturday 3 April
They took palm branches and
went out to meet him, shouting,
“Hosanna! Blessed is he who
comes in the name of the Lord!
Blessed is the king of Israel!”
© Kaz Rooney

John 12:12 - 13

We seek to be an open and loving church, growing in faith
and confidence, and joyfully sharing God’s love with all

St Mildred’s

30 Bingham Road, Addiscombe
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Libraries Consultation
We have been asked to circulate the following information
about the on-going library consultation:
“In response to the borough’s unprecedented financial deficit, the
council has launched an online survey asking residents how they use
the libraries service and what their views are on proposals to close
five of its 13 library buildings. The buildings at Bradmore Green,
Shirley, Sanderstead, South Norwood and Broad Green will close
unless viable alternative plans are found that require no public money.
At this stage of our consultation we want to hear your views
on the proposals, ideas for our library service and suggestions
for alternative ways we could use library buildings. We will use
this information to help us further develop our options and
consult you again on these, before taking a proposal to cabinet
for a decision in summer 2021.
For those not online, we have provided a telephone number
which can be used to request a paper copy to be posted to
residents.”
Libraries consultation website and questionnaire:
www.croydon.gov.uk/library-consultation
Phone number (answerphone) for requesting paper copy:
020 7884 5159

Email address for enquiries: librariesconsultation@croydon.gov.uk
Public consultation timetable:
Initial consultation on proposals
begins
Initial consultation ends (survey
closes)
Consultation outcome and
options report
Consultation finishes
Final report
Final decision
Implementation

14 January 2021
14 March 2021
April 2021
May 2021
June 2021
Summer 2021
September 2021 (expected)
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Come and Worship at St Mildred’s
website: www.stmildredschurch.org.uk

Online streamed services are currently
taking place at 10am on Sundays
which can be accessed via this link:
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UChItFWkqY5m8jtcGlQ00SZg

Online ‘coffee and chat’
takes place afterwards from 10.45am
Contact Graeme for an invitation
Email: graememonk@fire-star.co.uk

From Sunday 21 March
the church will re-open for worship
with a celebration of Parish Communion
Contact Graeme if you would like to attend
Email: graememonk@fire-star.co.uk
Tel: 020 8656 3472
You will be asked to use disinfectant gel on arrival
and to wear a face covering
In case of change please see our website
for the latest announcements
Enquiries about Baptisms, Weddings, Funerals,
Home Communions, Visits and the Burial of Ashes
in our Rose Garden, please contact the Parish Office
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Pastoral Letter

March 2021

Revd Roger Hagon shares his thoughts...
Dear Friends
I would like to talk with you about two very important
things that affect our Church community right now.
Both are good news, and both are something of
an invitation.
From Sunday 21 March we are once again ‘opening for worship’.
The PCC and I are happy to make that Sunday, the Fifth Sunday
of Lent, our first tentative step forward with a celebration of Parish
Communion. And, if all goes well over the following weeks, we
shall hold two Easter Day services at 9.30am and 11.30am, whilst
maintaining social distancing along with the normal hand sanitising
and face masks. Sadly, both choral and congregational singing
is still banned as I write. You will need to book-in as you did last
Autumn until things get easier over the following months. The
services on Maundy Thursday and Good Friday, featuring our
Choir, will be made available online since we still have to allow
space between services in church. Keep looking at our website
for any more news as we go along.
Secondly, our Annual Parochial Church Meeting will be held
on Sunday 18 April (the Third Sunday of Easter) at 10am as part
of an act of worship. With it, will be the APCM for the previous
year, which was missed due to the first Lockdown. Again, you will
need to book-in with Graeme in the normal
Inside this issue:
way. This meeting will be a cross between
Pastoral Letter
5 a ‘rain check’ and a ‘state of the nation’
Choir Notes
6 meeting! There will be some sober reading
of reports, including our current financial
APCM
8
situation, along with an aspirational look
People of the Parish 10
ahead as we begin to ‘come back to life’
Reflections
14 as a Church. The election of churchwardens
In Memoriam
20 and a new PCC will hopefully give us all a
Online Courses
22 strong sense that our future is in good hands.
Pat’s Crossword
24 We will end the meeting by committing
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ourselves afresh to God. An adapted verse from one of our wellknown hymns comes to my mind as a prayer as St Mildred’s moves
forward together. I invite you to say “Amen” out loud to it now!
Lord Jesus Christ,
we would come to you,
live our lives for you,
Son of God.
All your commands we know are true,
your many gifts will make us new,
into our life your power breaks through,
living Lord.

Roger

Choir Notes
With lockdown continuing, the choir is not yet able to meet in
person but we have continued to see each other every fortnight
on Zoom, and the virtual choir music we have recorded over the
last year is proving very useful for the online streaming services.
Fingers crossed that we are able to sing together again soon!
At the time of writing, the Choir’s two cathedral trips remain
on. We will be singing Evensong at Rochester Cathedral on
Saturday 8 May, if the rules allow. Our summer trip this year is
to Chelmsford Cathedral, a first for St Mildred’s, and we are very
much looking forward to it. It’s particularly pleasing that a very
large number of the choir are available for this trip, and this
shows the continued commitment the choir has in spite of the
last year.

Organ Project

The organ project is under way and, as previously mentioned,
the first thing to do is remove the pipework from St Paul’s URC
in Croham Road. The pipes (about 1,300 of them!) will be taken
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to Nicholson’s workshops in Malvern, and stored there until they
start to build our new organ. At that stage each pipe will be
individually cleaned and checked for damage. The metal pipes
will be rounded out to remove any dents and repaired if necessary.
The wooden pipes will have any splits repaired, and all the
pipework will be as good as new and ready for another century
of service.
More information is available at the project website:
www.stmildredsorganproject.com

Bach Organ Album
My new album, “JS Bach: Organ Music for Lent and
Passiontide”, was released on Spotify on Ash Wednesday 17
February. A link to it can be found on St Mildred’s website, or
you can go to www.sweetnote.co.uk.
The album was recorded on the East Organ at St Mildred’s,
and features some of Bach’s most reflective and impressive
music. I hope you enjoy it!
Richard Mander, Director of Music

Spring
All through the winter cold and drear.
An icy spectre has haunted here.
The spectre wanes in Spring's gentle showers
Lanes are filled with blue and white flowers.

The trees in bud begin to unfurl,
As birds find a mate and boy meets girl.
The daffodil and primrose yellow,
Both blossom as the weather mellows.
In fields made sweet with new mown grass,
The newborn lambs all Spring encompass.
Elizabeth Fleischer
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Annual Parochial Church Meetings
No – you haven’t read this wrong! We will actually be holding
two APCMs this year, both on Sunday 18 April 2021 in St Mildred’s
Church at 10am. This will be a special gathering, as it will
incorporate last year’s APCM (which was cancelled during the
first Lockdown) with this year’s APCM.
APCM stands for Annual Parochial Church Meeting and, each
year, we have to have a properly-constituted meeting to fulfil the
Charity Commission’s law of the land, as well as the synodical
structure of the Church of England. Both meetings will occur in a
service with readings, prayers, music and a sermon. In order to
attend during our ongoing health and safety measures, you will
need to book your place by contacting Graeme Monk on:graeme@fire-star.co.uk
At our APCMs you will hear a review of the past year, a preview
for the next and take part in the elections. You will also have
access to reports which describe many different aspects of the
whole mission of the Church in the Parish: our worship and
education; our pastoral care; our stewardship of resources; our
outreach; and our social fundraising activities.
Nominations are being sought during March and April for people
to serve on the PCC; details are set out below.
Nominees must be 16 years old and over, be a regular communicant
and on St Mildred’s Church Electoral Roll. PCC members stand
for one year at a time and may serve for three consecutive
years if so elected. After three years they must be retired for
one year before being re-nominated.
Please contact our current churchwardens, Linda or Steve, if
you would like to stand for nomination this year. PCC meetings
are currently taking place via Zoom every month, except April,
August and December, and they last approximately an hour and
a half. They will take place in the Centre once it has re-opened.

Churchwardens
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Soup Lunches in Lent
Thursdays 1pm – 1.45pm
from 25 February – 25 March inclusive
Our Lent Lunches are being held on Zoom this year!
They will include
 A chance to share fellowship as we have our own lunch
at home
 A brief description of one of the charities supported by
the Bishop’s Lent Call, read out by one of the group
 A reading from our Lent book - Lent for Everyone: Mark
by Tom Wright, read by one of the group
People are welcome to attend for as long or as little time as
they want to.
Soup lunches usually provide a large proportion of our giving
to the Bishop’s Lent Call. The link for further information on
the projects, or if you would like to donate, is:

https://stmildredschurch.org.uk/shop/church-donations/lent-call-2021/

We can also arrange to send those not online some printed
information about the Bishop’s Lent Call charities.
Please contact Margaret Simmons via email:
megsimm50@aol.com if you would like the printed
information and/or the Zoom link to take part.
Jane Ward

A prayer from Kenya for Lent
Prince of Peace,
grant us a glimpse of how things can be
and grant us the courage to follow you by another way.
Amen.
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The editors meet...Steve Chapman
As part of our occasional series ’People of the
Parish’, we ask Steve Chapman about his life, his
faith and his Reader training.
1. How did you become a Christian?

I have always been very aware of the presence of God in my
life. I have a vivid memory of my grandmother taking me to her
Baptist church when I was young and discussing with me the
Parables Jesus told. She and all of her friends had signed the
pledge not to drink alcohol in their early 20s – something she
always kept! Their love of God and commitment to church really
impressed me.
2. Could you tell us a little about your family background
and your present family?
I married Eileen in 1987 at St Mildred’s. We were married by
David Galilee, who also baptised our first son Kieron. Four
years later, Ieuan was born and subsequently baptised by Mary
Philips. As a family, we are passionate about the importance of
education and the opportunities it brings. Eileen is a Governor
at Archbishop Tenison’s School, with responsibility for curriculum
and learning. Kieron is studying for his Insurance exams, whilst
working for a Lloyds syndicate, and Ieuan is studying for his
Masters in Management and Finance at the London School of
Economics. I am on the Board of Studies at St Augustine’s
representing the Trainee Readers.
3. How long have you been worshipping at St Mildred’s?
Since 1985. Eileen and I went together whilst we were first
dating.
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4. Have you got a favourite hymn or prayer?
Not specifically, but I have a favourite Bible reading: 1
Corinthians Chapter 12 verses 12-26. This passage talks about
the body of Christ with all parts working together. I really enjoy
working in teams and find that you consistently get the best
results when members are from diverse backgrounds. I have
found this is true in my working life as well as at Church.
5. What was the catalyst to you wanting to become a
Reader and when was this?
It came from a conversation I had with Roger when I said how
much I enjoyed our Home Groups. He suggested I went on a
Discernment Weekend, where I met Raewynne Whiteley
(Deputy Director of Discipleship and Lay Ministry) and she
suggested I go through the selection process to become a
Reader. This was in March 2020. I met with Raewynne a
couple of times and was put forward for the selection. I was
‘grilled’ by two panels for a total of four hours, which reminded
me of my first ever job interview with NatWest and was
extremely challenging. I was thrilled to learn that I had got
through the selection process in August and offered a place at
St Augustine’s.
6. What is the role of a Reader?
The role is to make the Word of God known through a variety of
means: preaching on a Sunday and other forms of education.
You can define this yourself. Examples include being actively
involved in House Groups and preparing candidates for
confirmation and baptism. The role is scripture based.
7. What does the training involve and how long does it take?
There is so much information that you have to take in. It
involves two years of formal classroom-based training at St
Augustine’s college (on Zoom now) and then another two years
training in your parish. I hope to qualify in 2024. It is paid for
jointly by the diocese and St Mildred’s, so you feel a huge
responsibility to succeed.
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8. Can you tell us a little bit about your first sermon on 24
January at St Mildred’s?

The subject of the sermon was the “Wedding at Cana”. I
rehearsed it many times with Roger and could almost recite it
from memory before it began (the college and the vicar help
you with your first sermon). On reflecting over it the week
beforehand, I was nervous – and realised how much I was in
need of God’s help! I was very aware of God’s presence and
felt enfolded in his love and the people of St Mildred’s. My
other observation is I don’t know how you could do a sermon
each week, as you give so much of yourself each time!
I really appreciated the lovely notes I received afterwards,
and the constructive feedback from the people of St Mildred’s
and the students at St Augustine’s.
Steve Chapman was talking to Jane Ward

Mothers’ Union

Make a Mother’s Day
Mothers’ Union’s vision is a world where everyone prospers
and, for 145 years, their members have been helping make this
happen by empowering women.
Mothering Sunday is an opportunity to show love, gratitude
and appreciation for all the wonderful mothers and caregivers
at home and around the world. This year, MU’s theme is “Gifts
of Togetherness”, at a time when the chance to come together
has been more precious than ever before.
A Mothering Sunday gift can help make a powerful change
in a woman’s or a child’s life. Gifts start from £7 and are
available from the website: https://makeamothersday.org/shop
There is also a range of faith, craft and fun resources
available to keep people connected this Mothering Sunday,
including seven days of prayers for women and girls around
the world, a quiz, family service, as well as a daffodil knitting
and craft pattern.
Adapted from Mothers’ Union website
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Prayer Meeting on Zoom
Thursday 11 March at 8.00pm
As Croydon Borough is facing unprecedented cuts in
non-statutory services and we, as a nation, move towards
an easing of lockdown, the Deanery Leadership Team is
calling everyone in the Deanery for a time of focused
prayer via Zoom. This will be just half an hour or so of
focussed prayer as we respond to the challenges facing
us. Please do join in.
Joining details:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/9707069858?
pwd=dGpyT0tPcW4zWnE2SmZuZ09pdTJKQT09
Meeting ID: 970 706 9858
Passcode: stmatts

Croydon Our City
Croydon is a series of hamlets haphazardly joined together.
Each one unique, they boast a village spirit.
Many have charities and churches working hand in hand.
Helping our vulnerable people to live a life that's better.

The transport system is second to none, we can travel around with ease;
To Plymouth, Hastings, Gatwick, Bedford and destinations in between.
We have a generational history of families living here for years,
But also lots of people who have come here from all over the world.
Our people are diverse in race, colour and creed.
It's wonderful to see them chatting and laughing all together;
a community indeed!
Elizabeth Fleischer
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There will be only online services at St Mildred’s
until Sunday 21 March
and no groups or events for the time being
If you, or anyone you know, needs help of any kind
or can offer help of any kind, please contact us
Tel: 020 8655 1434
Email: parishoffice@stmildredschurch.org.uk
Website: www.stmildredschurch.org.uk

Seeking Stillness
~

Reflections
The English language has a way of using just one word to cover
a number of meanings. This can at times be frustrating, even
misleading, and we find ourselves needing to explain, to unpack
the meaning. One such word is Grace - the theme of this first
Reflection. I feel that I have only begun to unpack the richness
of this single syllable word, and my hope is that you will take
the thought further for yourself.

Reflecting on Grace
May the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God,
and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, be with us all, now and
always, Amen.
To many of us, these words are as familiar as
the Lord’s Prayer. This short prayer is based on
Paul’s words at the end of 2 Corinthians 13:14.
But what is this ‘grace’?
Defined in the dictionary as ‘elegance, charm, beauty of movement,
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manner, or expression’. We use phrases such as ‘giving in
gracefully’, ‘leaving with a good grace’, and even, ‘growing old
gracefully’. In this way, we’re using the word ‘grace’ as a form of
social etiquette, a way of behaving when amongst others, a means
by which we are thinking of the other, rather than ourselves.
The ‘grace’ to which Paul is referring is God’s grace - his
unconditional love and generosity towards us, humanity, the
people that he created, the people he loves and cares for so
deeply.
We don’t deserve this grace, we are not ‘owed’ this grace,
and we cannot go out and earn it.
Yet, God continues to give grace abundantly and unconditionally
to us, his beloved people. How do we receive that grace? Hopefully,
with awareness of the One who is giving so generously. We hope
to receive with heartfelt thanksgiving and gratitude – we hope
that we’re striving to be the people that our Unseen Creator
dreams us to be – that we might be worthy of such grace. A tall
order? Indeed!
There are many instances in the bible where we see God’s
grace being given freely. In the book of Exodus, we hear the
Israelites bemoaning their lot as they journey through the desert.
They’ve escaped the tyranny of Pharaoh and the Egyptians, but
now they’re quick to resent Moses and Aaron’s leadership, and
blame them for the current lack of food. God hears the people,
and answers by sending daily manna – food sufficient for the
daily needs of everyone. Their attitude and behaviour were
hardly deserving of such gift! But, God’s grace provided all that
they needed.
In the story of the Prodigal Son, Jesus tells of the Father’s
reaction when he sees the young man finally returning home.
The older man does not discipline or blame his son. He runs to
meet him, with open arms, and welcomes him home. He offers
unconditional and abundant love, care and grace. It is enough
that the prodigal son has returned. A tough lesson has been
learnt. He has returned home, emptied, grubby, friendless, and
ready to receive whatever punishment his Father will give him.
The young man comes just as he is.
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The greatest instance of God’s grace is, of course, in his
giving his son, Jesus, to live and minister among us. In turn, we
see grace in Jesus’ whole life and being. Even in the worst
hours of suffering at the end of his life, his whole demeanour is
filled with grace and abundant giving.
Maybe take a moment to check your spiritual rucksack…
Do you see the grace there? God gives his grace and blessing
for each of us, in abundance and enough to share, in our lives,
our behaviour, our attitudes.
From his fullness we have all received grace upon grace.
The law indeed was given through Moses; grace and truth
through Jesus Christ. John 1: 16-17]

Come and See
Some longed-for sun is shining from behind the trees as I write
today. Living on a hill brings a sense of spaciousness,
but also the extremes of weather! However, the
whiteness of the snow has its own glistening beauty.
As you prepare to read this Reflection, it will be
helpful to read John 1:35-39.
‘Come and See’ - Jesus speaks these words of invitation
to Andrew and another man who, at this moment, are still
disciples of John the Baptist. They have heard of Jesus, and
they want to find out more about this man who is preaching and
teaching in their local community. Jesus hears their words as
being more than a casual enquiry as to where he is staying!
What might have taken place that day? No written account
is given to us, but whatever was talked of, shared, heard by
those two men as they spent time with Jesus, filled them with
such energy and excitement, that Andrew went straight away to
find his brother, Simon [shortly to be given the name Peter]. We
might imagine that amidst the simplicity of wherever it is that he is
staying, Jesus offers hospitality. As they eat and drink, the two
men share something of their daily lives, their families, their work,
their hopes and expectations, their worries and frustrations.
Maybe Jesus offers them a new way of looking at their lives, a
new way of working, of sharing. Having been brought up in the
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Jewish faith, both men would have been well aware that the
people were waiting for a Messiah to come. One who would free
the Jewish people from the rule of the Romans. One who would
lead God’s people to freedom in all senses of the word. There’s
no doubt in Andrew’s mind that Jesus is indeed this One – he tells
his brother, ‘we have found the Messiah!’
We don’t meet Jesus walking along the road in the same
way as Andrew and the other disciple did, but nonetheless, we
do indeed meet Him! His invitation, ‘Come and See’, is there
for us every morning as we open our eyes. Here is Creation,
unfolding around us as light fills the world, clouds move across
the sky, and the wind stirs the branches of the trees.
Gathering in church for Sunday morning worship is a formal
time for meeting with Jesus. Such a part of many of our lives
before Lockdown, and we will return to gathering together in
due course! I remember, as a little girl, that my Grandma always
wore a hat for Sunday worship. Although my Mum didn’t wear a
hat, she nonetheless always insisted on proper ‘dress code’ – no
trousers or jeans for me on Sundays! [Even when I joined the
church choir, though cassock and surplice covered all!]
But Jesus’ invitation is to ‘Come as you are. Come just as
you are.’ No need to put on a public face, no need to dress up.
Bring your hopes and worries, your weariness and joy, your thanks,
your questions, your concerns, and yes, even your anger!

Just Come and See
Spend time with the One who came to live among us, the One
who still lives among us [though unseen]. Come and spend
time with the One who gives his hospitality and care so generously
and unconditionally.
Pause…Remember the snowdrops which were so
beautifully full of hope, just before the snow came? Find a
photo or picture, and spend some time in prayer with these
delicately determined, little white flowers. Open your hands as
the snowdrop opens its petals, accept Jesus’ invitation, ‘Come
and See’, spend time with the One who created the snowdrop,
and you.
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Lent
The season of Lent has begun with a sense of Spring around us
in Creation! A very different pathway to the one we walked last
year, but there is a real sense of hope that after the long
strugglesome times of late that we are, indeed, heading towards
a new way of living, day to day. An echo of the message of the
new life that we look forward to with the coming of Easter!

Reflecting on the Pathway through Lent
The walk through Lent is a pathway which leads us to the new
life and hope of Easter. As we embark on this path in 2021, we
are all hoping for a renewal of hope, of a renewal of daily life,
which in some way resembles the ways in
which we used to walk, to live, to work, to
relate with each other. Yet we have come
to accept that, as on all paths, there will
be places where the going is going to be
difficult – very difficult.
A snowscape is not the usual backdrop for a desert, yet
walking over the airfield and the commons near my house earlier
this month, I have been reminded of the open expanse of desert
places. Desert doesn’t need to be swathes of sand – desert
can be an open expanse of rock, scrubby grass land, or even
snow! For the untutored eye, the vastness is unfathomable. Fine,
yes, when walking on the airfield I am not far from habitation, and I
know the terrain well, but just allow the imagination to run a little.
The snow can be blown by the wind, as can the sand. It flows
like a sea – where once there were signs that others have passed
this way, within moments all traces have vanished from sight.
One begins to feel very small and vulnerable. It’s time to seek
the pathway, the safe passage and a reliable guide who knows
the way.
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‘Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light for my path.’
Psalm 119:105
For Jesus, the 40 days ‘in the wilderness’ – away from the everyday
– was time for discerning his own ministry, what exactly was his
calling. There in that empty, spacious part of creation, he could
spend uninterrupted time with God – Father and Holy Spirit and
also, with his own, very real, humanity.
For us, the Lenten season is a time of ‘going deeper’. A
time to take stock of where we are in our walk of faith, our walk
with God and neighbour; a time to attempt to declutter our lives
of the various baggage that has accumulated over the past year. It’s
in the desert landscape – snow or sand or rock – when all is stripped
away, that we realise that indeed God is here, with us. Even
amongst the rocks and boulders, the parched sand, the swathes of
snow - God is in the spring of water, the flower between the stones,
the streak of sunlight amidst the clouds, the stars in the night sky.
So how will you walk the Lenten Pathway this year?
Maybe set aside a ‘quiet space’ in your house. A comfortable
chair, some stones, a bowl of water, drawing materials and
paper, your bible and a Lent book [if you’ve chosen one]. Make
this your place for meeting God, each day, at around the same
time, if possible. Build a ‘Lenten Rhythm’ into your living.
An outdoors walk of awareness may be your Lenten space.
Plan ahead, and make that a daily walk, on a regular route, a
daily time to meet with our Unseen Creator. A time to share with
Him all that is on your heart. Welcome God’s company and
warmth into the starkness of the Lenten walk.
Maybe spend time with one of the creative prayer ideas
shared last month. Take time to listen, to look with open eyes,
and hands, and heart.
Jane Hoskins
SPA - All Saints Warlingham
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In Memoriam
Roger Lee RIP
How I will always picture Roger
When I first became Vicar of St Mildred’s, Roger was one of my
first Churchwardens and we worked closely together over a
number of years. I have three pictures of Roger which I would
like to share with you.
The first is Roger praying alone in the church on weekday
mornings. I can see him now, on his knees, his head in his
hands, bowed before the Cross. Roger was not just ‘a man who
prays’ but ‘a man of prayer’. He would frequently pour out his
soul before God, begging that his Lord would hear his prayer
and grant his heart-felt petitions for himself, the Church and the
world. No one will forget this personal way in which he led the
intercessions at our Sunday services.
The second picture is Roger arguing his case for youth work
at our Church council meetings. I can see him now with a glint
in his eye and a finger raised as he passionately protested the
case for us to fund and develop our work with young people. He
had seriously committed himself to this over a long period of
time and brought to our discussions an urgency which led to the
formation of our clubs called SMART (St Mildred’s Amazing
Religious Teenagers) and ‘Sunday Munch’.
My third picture is that of Roger dancing. This all began at
one of our 11.45am Café Church services led by the Worship
Band. As our final song that day, the band struck up ‘When I
was lost you came and rescued me’ and, during the Chorus ‘You
put a new song in my mouth’, Roger got up on his feet and began
dancing around with the children and young people! Everyone
smiled as he ‘got into his groove’ and was clearly moved by God
to dance in this amazing way.
I have no doubt that this man of prayer, passion and free spirit
will rest in peace and rise in glory with that new song in his mouth.

Rev’d Roger Hagon
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To Keep a True Lent
Is this a Fast, to keep
The Larder leane?
And cleane
From fat of Veales, and Sheep?
Is it to quit the dish
Of Flesh, yet still
To fill
The platter high with Fish?
Is it to fast an houre,
Or rag’d go,
Or show
A down-cast look, and sowre?
No: ‘tis a Fast, to dole
Thy sheaf of wheat,
And meat,
Unto the hungry Soule.
It is to fast from strife,
From old debate,
And hate;
To circumcise thy life.
To shew a heart grief-rent;
To sterve they sin,
Not bin;
And that’s to keep thy Lent.
Robert Herrick (1591-1674)
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Fairtrade Fortnight

22 February - 7 March 2021
This year’s campaign focuses on the growing
challenges that climate change brings to farmers
and workers in countries such as Kenya, Ethiopia
and Honduras and highlights how those who have
done the least to contribute to climate change are
disproportionately affected by it.
For more information on the campaign and
how you can help, visit www.fairtrade.org.uk.

New Southwark Diocese Online Courses
Praying at Night
What is it about the dark and the lateness of the hour that offers
itself as a rich context for prayer? What traditions of night
prayer have developed through the Christian centuries and how
can they help us today? Andrew Bishop, who is the Priest in
Charge of Croydon Minster and author of Theosomnia: A
Theology of Sleep, will encourage us to meet God at the end of
the day and will lead us in Compline at the close.
Wednesday 10 March, 8.00-9.30pm, Zoom, free
To book your place, email:
ministryandtraining@southwark.anglican.org
The Prodigal Son in Art
A reflection for Holy Week on the love of the Father, who calls
us as prodigals back to himself. Led by Sally Munns, a Reader
at St John’s Church, West Wickham, this session looks at how
the prodigal son and his father have been portrayed in art
through the centuries. Is there also a prodigal daughter?
Tuesday 30 March, 7.30-9.00pm, Zoom, free
To book your place, email:
ministryandtraining@southwark.anglican.org
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Do I need a spiritual director?
More and more Christians are talking of the benefits of having a
spiritual director – a fully trained person who helps you reflect
on your experience and open yourself to God’s leading on your
journey of faith. This session will explain how a spiritual director
can help you, what it would mean in practice, and how to go
about getting one. It’s for anyone who thinks that having a
prayerful companion with whom to meet in an organised manner
is an interesting idea. It’s led by Revd John Philpott Howard
and members of Spidir (an ecumenical network promoting
spiritual direction in and around Southwark Diocese).
Monday 19 April, 7.30-9.00pm, Zoom, free
To book your place, email:
ministryandtraining@southwark.anglican.org
The fool says in his heart: There is no God
A short course of three evenings that takes Psalm 14:1 as its
starting point. This will equip us with a toolkit of concepts and
insights to enable us to challenge atheism and materialism at
the most fundamental level. The key elements are: Science is a
method, not a metaphysic. You can’t prove that a proof works.
Fundamental particles are not the fundamental level of
explanation. Consciousness is not material. Atheism is
culturally specific. Our shared moral intuitions are Christian. If
we can grasp these ideas firmly we will be better able to give an
account of God as he reveals himself in Christ, to a world sorely
in need of him. The Revd Joshua Rey is the Vicar of
Roehampton and teaches Christian Doctrine for St Augustine’s
College.
Wednesdays 21 April, 28 April and 5 May, 7.30-9.00pm,
Zoom, free
To book your place for all three evenings, email:
ministryandtraining@southwark.anglican.org
Peter Graystone
Lay Training Officer, Diocese of Southwark
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Crossword
Have a go at Pat Howard’s ninth crossword
Answers on page 28

Cryptic Clues
Across

Down

2.
4.
5.
7.
11.
12.
13.
14.
17.
18.

1. See 15D
2. Chemical formula Mg3Si4O10(OH)2
3. Protest insect is contained
6. Walked all over
7. Express as lounger
8. Play your part
9. Eaten on a Tuesday
10. Shared thoughts on whales
15 & 1D. Start of Lent (3, 9)
16. Agree with Don

Take your pick without king
Hey an animal let loose
Mean about my title
Forces tricky characters
Soup in Lent
A doctor turns to final word
Multiple eras
Inhale due to boredom
Better than pull?
South leaves pudding in the heat

Volume 96 Issue 2

Parish Post

Page 25

Quick Clues
Across
2. Indian or Chinese cuppa
4. Wild laughing creature
5. By what you’re known
7. Compelled soldiers
11. Midday meal
12. Concluding passage
13. A thousand million years
14. Sign of sleepiness
17. Shove
18. Sahara or Gobi

Down
1. Midweek
2. Powder for babies
3. Against
6. Small rug
7. Sofa
8. Character in play
9. Dessert before Lent
10. Place of education
15. Remains of fire
16. Move head up and down

World Day of Prayer
Friday 5 March
The Ladies’ Choir’s one and only booking last year was for the
wonderful Croydon World Day of Prayer service, held in St Mildred’s,
with Roger being host priest and organist! Had conditions been
right, Roger was willing for this year’s service to also take place
in our church, but obviously that is not going to happen now!
A Zoom option for the service on Friday 5 March, at 2.00pm
or 7.30pm, has been offered by the area organiser, Jan Stone,
at Wallington Baptist Church, which I think is the best way forward
at the moment. The service is written by the women of Vanuatu
and the theme is ‘Build on a Strong Foundation’.
If you are interested and therefore would like a service
booklet, please let me know ASAP and I will deliver to your
doorstep or post. You also need to let Jan Stone know that
you would like to join on Zoom – JanStoneWDP@gmail.com –
and she will send you the link. If you don’t want to Zoom,
or can’t, I could still get a service booklet to you for
personal use – full of wonderful information as usual.
Penny Locke
pennylocke@gmail.com
020 8654 6205
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Burnt Sugar by Avni Doshi
The Booker Prize made history in 2020 by shortlisting a record
four debut novels. One of these lucky debuts was Avni Doshi’s
masterful Burnt Sugar. Also titled Girl in White Cotton, the novel
takes place in Pune, India, and explores a fraught mother-daughter
relationship.
Doshi writes honestly and without regret about the main
character, Antara, who is struggling with the direction of her life.
She skillfully interrogates her unusual childhood in an ashram,
her development as an artist and her complex feelings towards
her own marriage and motherhood, and towards her often
neglectful mother, Tara, who she feels obligated to care for after
Tara begins to lose her memory.
“I would be lying if I said my mother’s misery has never
given me pleasure,” Antara lets us know early on. Doshi probes
the thin line between independence and selfishness without
making her characters unsympathetic and thinks deeply about
our responsibilities to one another. Set against a lush backdrop
of a multisensory city, Burnt Sugar explores guilt, love and the
legacy of toxic motherhood.
Despite the easy readability of Burnt Sugar, the book is a
challenging read due to the personal and confronting topics it
explores. Despite this, I would heartily recommend delving into
this rich world and I already cannot wait for Avni Doshi’s second
novel, Protection, which is set to be published in 2023.
Amy Spaughton
If anyone else would like to share a book review with our
readers, or write a review of a film or television programme
or series, please email your review to the parish office:
parishoffice@stmildredschurch.org.uk
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Getting to know our Saints
This month the feast days of the patron saints of both Wales
and Ireland are celebrated - Saint David on 1 March and Saint
Patrick on 17 March.
Saint David (c 500 – c 589) was born in Caerfai, south west
Wales into an aristocratic family. He founded a Celtic monastic
community at Glyn Rhosyn (The Vale of Roses) on the western
headland of Pembrokeshire at the spot where St David's
Cathedral stands today and his fame as a teacher spread
among Celtic Christians. He was canonised in the 12th century
and his feast has been regularly celebrated since then. His final
words to the community of monks were: “Brothers be ye
constant. The yoke which with single mind ye have taken, bear
ye to the end; and whatsoever ye have seen with me and heard,
keep and fulfil.”
Traditional festivities include the wearing of daffodils and
leeks, symbols of Wales and Saint David respectively, as well as
eating traditional Welsh food.
Saint Patrick was a fifth-century Romano-British Christian
missionary and bishop in Ireland, but the dates of his life are
uncertain. Although never formally canonised, Patrick is
venerated as a Saint in the Catholic Church and was known as
the "Apostle of Ireland". Early medieval tradition credits him
with being the first bishop of Armagh and Primate of Ireland, and
regards him as the founder of Christianity in Ireland.
It is thought that, when he was about sixteen, he was
captured by Irish pirates from his home in Britain and taken as
a slave to Ireland, looking after animals, where he lived for six
years before escaping and returning to his family and later
becoming a cleric.
Saint Patrick's Day is celebrated on 17 March as this is the
supposed date of his death. In the dioceses of Ireland, it is both
a solemnity and a holy day of obligation; it is also a celebration
of Ireland itself.
Adapted from Wikipedia
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Holy Week
Palm Sunday, also called Passion Sunday, is on 28 March this
year. It is the first day of Holy Week and the Sunday before
Easter and commemorates Jesus Christ's triumphal entry into
Jerusalem, an event which is mentioned in each of the four
Gospels. It is often celebrated in Christian churches by
processions in which branches of palms are carried.
Jesus Comes to Jerusalem as King
The next day the great crowd that had come for the festival
heard that Jesus was on his way to Jerusalem.
They took palm branches and went out to meet him, shouting,
“Hosanna!”
“Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord!”
“Blessed is the king of Israel!”

John 12:12 - 13

Answers to this month’s
Crossword 9
Across

Down

2.
4.
5.
7.
11.
12.
13.
14.
17.
18.

1.
2.
3.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
15.
16.

Tea
Hyena
Name
Conscripts
Lunch
Coda
Aeon
Yawn
Push
Desert

Wednesday
Talc
Anti
Mat
Couch
Role
Pancakes
School
Ash
Nod

