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Lest We Forget…
They shall grow not old, as
we that are left grow old…
...we will remember them

We seek to be an open and loving church, growing in faith
and confidence, and joyfully sharing God’s love with all
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Steadfast
In poppy fields, ’neath seasoned sod
Now dwell our heroes, in hands of God
Plucked from the air, in depths of seas
The stench of death hung on the breeze
Upon our hearts they linger still
They murmur “peace”. We must fulfil
Who gives their life that home be saved?
Their youth, their path, now long engraved
A stranger’s valour, honour, brave
We will remember in this age
Gone from our sight, but mark our past
Who now with Christ live in our hearts.
Pat Howard
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Come and Worship at St Mildred’s
website: www.stmildredschurch.org.uk

November Sundays
1 November All Saints
8am Holy Communion and 10am Parish Communion
6.30pm
Requiem Mass for All Souls
Our Choir will sing Fauré’s Requiem
Names will be placed on the High Altar
8 November Remembrance Sunday
8am
Holy Communion
10.30am
All-age Family Service (no Communion)
Two minutes’ silence at 11am
15 November 2nd Sunday before Advent
8am Holy Communion and 10am Parish Communion
22 November Christ the King
8am Holy Communion and 10am Parish Communion
29 November Advent Sunday
8am Holy Communion and 10am Parish Communion
Please contact Graeme Monk if you would like to attend:
Email: graememonk@fire-star.co.uk

Tel: 020 8656 3472
Midweek Private Prayer - by personal request to Graeme
You will be asked to use disinfectant gel on arrival
and to wear a face covering
Government guidelines may cause above details to change
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Pastoral Letter

November 2020

Revd Roger Hagon shares his thoughts...
Dear Friends
On Remembrance Sunday, I am always moved
by the lowering of flags during the Last Post and
the raising of them at the Reveille. Originally part
of the routine at army camps, the bugle player sounded the Last
Post at the end of the day, as the flag lowered, as a signal for the
soldiers to lay down on their beds and sleep; they were awakened
at dawn by the sound of Reveille which means “Awake!”, marking
the start of a new day. Christians interpret these as symbols of
death and resurrection, and on Remembrance Sunday we recall
the death of service men and women during the two World Wars
and in all subsequent struggles for peace, and pray that these
people may rise in glory to be with God for ever.
In a way, there was a ‘lowering of flags’ last March in
Lockdown as most of our church activities came to an end. The
Last Post sounded for me when I wasn’t allowed to enter my own
church, and the same went for most of us in some way or another.
Since then, the flag has raised half-way! I am delighted that
there are clear signs of new life at St Mildred’s: over 100 people
attended our Harvest Festival; we hear singing once more in
church; we are re-connecting with our many young families; we
are reaching out to resource the work of
Inside this issue:
Croydon Nightwatch; and we are streaming
Pastoral Letter
5 all our services this month to those who
Choir Notes
6 don’t yet feel safe coming out of their own
Safeguarding
7 homes. But the flag is not fully hoisted! We
Sunday School
8 await the fullness of Reveille.
How does it feel to be living in this
Bishop of Kingston
8
Ordination Photos 11 halfway house? The past is behind us,
Remembrance
14 the present feels neither one thing nor
Pat’s Crossword
16 another, and the future remains uncertain.
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These are the strange times we are living in. Maybe this
Remembrance Sunday prayer can be ours this November…

O God of truth and justice,
we hold before you those whose memory we cherish,
and those whose names we will never know.
Help us to lift our eyes above the torment of this broken world,
and grant us the grace to pray for those who suffer pain and loss.
As we honour the past and strive to live well in the present,
may we put our faith in your future;
for you are the source of life and hope, now and for ever.
Amen.
Roger

Choir Notes
I’m delighted that we have two new members of the Junior Choir
- Niah and Zlata, and we welcome them!
The Junior Choir remains a huge focus for us and we always
welcome new joiners, so please get in touch if you would like your
child to join up. They did a great job at the Harvest Festival Service
on 11 October and made us all proud!
The full choir is now singing regularly again in church and, with
the space we have (as well as numerous family bubbles), we are
able to accommodate a good number. It is so good to be back!
The seating arrangements will be tested again soon as we
expect the new choir stalls to arrive imminently. There have
been some recent photos and they look absolutely beautiful.
This is a really exciting development and they will really enhance
the chancel area for many years to come.
Sunday 1 November
On the evening of Sunday 1 November, the choir will be singing
Fauré’s Requiem in a mass for All Souls. It is such a pleasure to
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have this wonderful work to look forward to after all the silent
months. Please join us for this beautiful service.
Beyond that, our thoughts have started towards Christmas
and what we are able to offer in this bizarre year. Whatever it is,
we will do our best to make Christmas a joyous and uplifting
occasion!
Richard Mander, Director of Music

Safeguarding
On 6 October, the Independent Inquiry into Child Sexual Abuse
(IICSA) published its overarching investigation report into the
Anglican Church in England and Wales, based on the main public
hearing in July 2019. A copy of the report is available at:
https://www.iicsa.org.uk/publications/investigation/anglicanchurch/executive-summary
In a statement on the Church of England website, the Bishop
of Huddersfield Jonathan Gibbs (the Church of England’s lead
safeguarding bishop) and Melissa Caslake (the Church’s national
director of safeguarding) state:
“The report makes shocking reading and while apologies will
never take away the effects of abuse on victims and survivors, we
today want to express our shame about the events that have made
those apologies necessary. The whole Church must learn lessons
from this Inquiry.”
Their full response and a personal statement from the
Archbishop of Canterbury can be found on the Church of England
website - www.churchofengland.org.
It is important for all of us to be aware of safeguarding and to
make sure that everyone is safe in our church. St Mildred’s
currently has a robust safeguarding policy and two safeguarding
officers - Chris Hatton and Helen Medland - who can be
contacted via the Parish Office for information on safeguarding at
St Mildred’s or to discuss any concerns. The file ‘A Safer Church’
can be found on the bench inside the church entrance.
For further information, the Church of England’s ‘Promoting
a Safer Church’ document can be viewed at: https://
www.churchofengland.org/sites/default/files/2017-11/cofe-policystatement.pdf
The Editors
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As we can’t meet in person, the Sunday School is putting together
activity boxes for children to use in church whilst sitting with their
families.
The children can collect one as they come into church and
use it during the service. There will be ‘Scramblers’ boxes for preschool children and ‘Climbers’ boxes for school-aged children.
The box will contain a bible story, some colouring activities
and something to play with or make. The children will be able to
take home anything that they colour or make, leaving the box
where they are sitting for another family to use the following
week.
We hope that you enjoy our boxes!
Nikki, Fiona, Eileen, Jane, Chris and Charlotte

The Bishop of Kingston writes...
As we move into the autumn and winter seasons
there is an inevitable feeling of weariness living
with the huge impact of the pandemic and the
likelihood of it being many months before its grip
begins to be loosened. At the moment virtually
every aspect of our lives, including how we run
our churches and chaplaincies, is profoundly
disrupted. So a vital practical and spiritual
question is how we are to set ourselves to live well through this
period. There are three particular approaches which may be of
some help.
The first is a realistic recognition that we are in this for the
long haul and therefore we need to try to build patterns of living
which are genuinely sustainable. Many people, including clergy,
have been working extraordinarily hard since the beginning of the
pandemic and enter this autumn period knowing that the fuel
tank is fairly low. So we need to ensure that we do not simply
respond with even more activism. Times of prayer waiting on
God, and a proper reflection on how our Christian faith can
sustain and resource us in times of crisis will be more essential
than ever. And we will need to build in the obvious need for times
of rest and recreation. Instead of being frustrated at what we
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cannot do, we can build these things into our lives in a very
intentional way in the next few months. It may help to think about
elements needed in a ‘rule of life’ which can shape us at this time.
The second is to develop a very strong sense that we are all
in this together. Our Christian faith tells us that all humankind is
made in the image of God, and even more that all creation is
cared for and loved by God. We need to be praying for and
engage with our sisters and brothers across the world, such as
our link dioceses in Zimbabwe, and remember those living in
places where healthcare and economic structures are nowhere
near as robust as in the UK. And we need a strong sense of our
connectedness with all creation. The pandemic, in part, is a
result of humankind’s abuse of creation.
The third is to pray and reflect as to what God is calling us and
our world to be and to do as we move into the future. There is very
serious thinking going on about reimagining our world and especially
seizing this opportunity to work for a world in which environmental
justice, economic justice, and racial justice are paramount in our
systems and structures and the way we live. We have hit the buffers
of rampant economic expansion and inequality. We have been living
in unsustainable and deeply unfair ways. The Christian gospel brings
real hope and vision to a fallen world, and it speaks powerfully to our
current situation, especially through the big ideas of salvation and
redemption. Central to this is how the love of God in Christ’s death
and resurrection can bring us into a right relationship with God, each
other and all creation.
There has been recently very considerable thinking going
on in the Church of England about how we are to proclaim the
gospel effectively in our time. One central theme in this is having
an expression of, in both word and action, all five of the Anglican
marks of mission. These speak of the importance of individuals’
faith in God, of deepening that faith and then working in our
world in lives of loving action to challenge unjust structures and
inequalities and to care for all God’s creation. All of these need
to be intertwined in a holistic way. Colossians chapter 1 speaks
of all things being reconciled in Christ. Perhaps part of our living
in the next few months could be a deep reflection on what this
means for how we live and how we try to shape both our Church
and our world in the years to come.
Richard Kingston
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The Church is now open for Sunday Services
at 8am and 10am and for midweek private prayer
but the Centre will remain closed until further notice
If you, or anyone you know, needs help of any kind
or can offer help of any kind, please contact us
Enquiries about Baptisms, Weddings, Funerals,
Home Communions, Visits and the Burial of Ashes
in our Rose Garden, please contact the Parish Office
Tel: 020 8655 1434
Email: parishoffice@stmildredschurch.org.uk
Website: www.stmildredschurch.org.uk

A prayer in a time of Coronavirus
God of healing and hope,
we ask your blessing on all who work
to bring an end to the Covid pandemic.
Those who work to secure a vaccine,
those who care for the sick and the frail,
those who test and seek to expand the testing,
those who make decisions upon which so much depends,
those who wear masks, self-isolate and deny themselves
so that others will be protected.
Prosper them, we pray,
and in your mercy bring about
an end to the distress of your world.
Amen.
Peter Graystone
Discipleship News from Southwark Diocese
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Judith Brooks’ Ordination
As reported last month, Judith was ordained in Southwark
Cathedral on Saturday 19 September with four other
Ordinands from the Croydon
area.
Here are a few photos of
Judith’s ordination which she
has agreed we can share with
our readers.

Judith is now Assistant Curate
as St Matthew’s Church in
Redhill, Surrey.

Karen Rooney
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The Diocese of Oxford has produced resources for “Living well
through the next six months” which can be found on their
website: https://www.oxford.anglican.org/six. This is one of their
posters available to download:
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Discipleship News
from Southwark Diocese
The following online courses still have spaces available:

Preaching on the Gospel of Mark

An opportunity to look at the Gospel of Mark together, exploring
its key stories and themes. This session is a way of preparing
for the lectionary year that begins in Advent. It is led by Revd Dr
Raewynne Whiteley, who is Deputy Director of Discipleship and
Lay Ministry, and author of Steeped in the Holy: Preaching as
Spiritual Practice. It is being offered twice in order to make it
available to as broad a range of preachers, Readers, stipendiary
and self-supporting clergy as possible.

Tuesday 3 November 10am - 1pm
or
Saturday 7 November 10am - 1pm
Zoom - free
Painting God

For the start of Advent, a reflection on art and spirituality that
examines how artists have sought to make visible the God who
is untouchable and invisible. We will look at pictures from the 1st
century to the 21st, from different continents, and from the divine
to the kitsch. It is led by Peter Graystone, who is Southwark
Diocese’s Lay Training Officer and author of The Bare Bible:
Uncovering the Bible for the First Time.

Monday 30 November 7.30pm - 9.30pm
Zoom - free
To book your place and receive a password, email:
ministryandtraining@southwark.anglican.org.

Please make it clear which event you want to attend.
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Fields of Remembrance
Every year, Royal British Legion volunteers plant more than
120,000 Tributes in six Fields of Remembrance across the UK
to honour the memory of loved ones who have sadly been lost
serving in our Armed Forces.
They have announced that the Fields will be open as usual
this year but all of the opening services have had to be closed:
“During these difficult times, it’s important that we still join as a
nation to remember the sacrifices made by our Armed Forces.”
This year there will also be a Virtual Field of Remembrance
where you can plant your own Tribute ‘virtually’ from home to
remember a loved one and also explore other Tributes made to
remember the fallen. The website link is:
https://www.britishlegion.org.uk/get-involved/ways-togive/remember-a-loved-one/virtual-fields-of-remembrance
For any queries please email dedicate@britishlegion.org.uk

or call 0345 845 1945

The Cenotaph
The Cenotaph in Whitehall was made out of wood and plaster
for the first anniversary of the Armistice in 1919 - ‘Cenotaph’
means ‘empty tomb’ in Greek.
After its unveiling, people spontaneously covered
its base in wreaths of remembrance for the dead
and missing of World War I, so it was decided
that it should be re-constructed permanently in
Portland stone.

Photo by Annie Spratt
on Unsplash

The re-built Cenotaph was unveiled 100 years
ago, in 1920, and bears the poignant inscription
‘The Glorious Dead’. It has provided the focus for
the nation’s Service of Remembrance ever since.
Karen Rooney
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And There Was A Great Calm
There had been years of Passion—scorching, cold,
And much Despair, and Anger heaving high,
Care whitely watching, Sorrows manifold,
Among the young, among the weak and old,
And the pensive Spirit of Pity whispered, ‘Why?’
Men had not paused to answer. Foes distraught
Pierced the thinned peoples in a brute-like blindness,
Philosophies that sages long had taught,
And Selflessness, were as an unknown thought,
And ‘Hell!’ and ‘Shell!’ were yapped at Lovingkindness.
So, when old hopes that earth was bettering slowly
Were dead and damned, there sounded ‘War is done!’
One morrow. Said the bereft, and meek, and lowly,
‘Will men some day be given to grace? Yea, wholly,
And in good sooth, as our dreams used to run?’
Breathless they paused. Out there men raised their glance
To where had stood those poplars lank and lopped,
As they had raised it through the four years’ dance
Of Death in the now familiar flats of France;
And murmured, ‘Strange, this! How? All firing stopped?’
Calm fell. From heaven distilled a clemency;
There was peace on earth, and silence in the sky;
Some could, some could not, shake off misery:
The Sinister Spirit sneered: ‘It had to be!’
And again the Spirit of Pity whispered, ‘Why?’
Thomas Hardy
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Crossword
Have a go at Pat Howard’s sixth crossword - answers in
next month’s magazine!

Cryptic Clues
Across
2. Shorten the headwear
4. Named all inside for award
5. Salvation force
7. Bringing to mind swung rance
member
11. She landed in Flanders Field
12. Star turn for poetry, drama
and painting
13. Sugarless state makes sugar
14. American jerk
17. See 7D
18. Threw a garland

Down
1. Determinedly like first man
2. Short Malcolm turned quiet
3. Papa’s song for two
6. Ladies lose their heads for
them
7 & 17A. Queen’s fleet (5,4)
8. Enfolding burgers
9.
10.
15.
16.

Surgically cut short
Ever outwitted by Road Runner
Many lost a thousand choices
Sounds like a queue for the
gardens
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Quick Clues
Across
2. Casual hat
4. Given for bravery
5. Marching frogs
7. Act of recalling
11. Symbolic delicate red flower
12. Painting, theatre, dance, etc
13. One of several galleries
14. Forcefully pull or tug
17. Dark blue
18. Door ornament

Down
1. Firmly refused
2. Edible mollusc
3. Couple of shoes or socks
6. Males
7. Regal
8. Soft bread rolls
9. Remove a limb
10. Small North American wolf
15. None in particular
16. Botanical gardens in West
London

Here are the answers to the October crossword:
Across
Down
2.
4.
5.
7.
11.
12.
13.
14.
17.
18.

Bob
Eater
Raja
Strawberry
Erugo
Vent
Head
Sole
Mall
Fields

1.
2.
3.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
15.
16.

Starlings
Brew
Brie
Jar
Stave
Beef
Roughage
Yeoman
Owl
Elf

Woodside Bereavement Service
‘Walking together through grief’
A support group for anyone who has been bereaved during the
Covid19 Lockdown, and wants to explore their loss with others,
who have experienced the death of a loved one.
For your nearest venue, dates and times please contact:
020 3256 2009 wbs@thelisteningear.org.uk
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Hope
Don’t hold your breath
Don’t close your eyes
He knows your heart
And hears your cries
In russet leaves
And blossom pink
High sun, low moon
As seasons link

In grieving times
In doubt, in fear
In loving, laughter
He is near
To cradle, succour
Nurture, hold
A love so pure
We are enfold
Pat Howard

Nestlé KitKat
The Fairtrade Foundation has shared the disappointing news
that Nestlé has stopped using Fairtrade ingredients in its KitKat
bars from 1 October, despite a huge public reaction against
this and the All-Party Parliamentary Group for Fairtrade strongly
condemning the decision.
The Fairtrade Foundation was pleased to see so many
people standing with the farmers affected by this decision and it
appears that there will now be greater transparency over how
the new arrangements will work for them. It is, however, still a
very worrying time for those farmers affected by Nestlé’s
decision.
Stefan, from the Fairtrade Foundation Supporters' Team,
says: “The climate crisis is already hitting some of the world's
poorest people hardest, and COVID-19 continues to threaten
vulnerable communities around the world. Every time you
choose Fairtrade, you're choosing to be part of the solution to
these huge global issues. You’re choosing that better future,
where farmers and workers have the financial security and
independence they need to choose that fairer world we all
want.”
Karen Rooney

Volume 95 Issue 9

Parish Post

Page 19

Bears and Dolls
Beautiful handmade dolls’ and bears’ clothes and quilts for sale.
Made by one of our choristers, they
make lovely Christmas presents.

Dolls’ and bears’ clothes, using the best materials at
reasonable prices, starting at Barbie doll size and up to a
large bear size.
Please call Ann on 07505 912349

Parish Post
The next edition of our church magazine will be the double
issue for December and January and the deadline for articles
is Tuesday 10 November.
We are currently only able to produce a reduced digital copy of
the magazine, but we are aware that not everyone is online. If
you know of anyone who usually receives a paper copy and is
unable to access the digital version, please let us know by
calling the Parish Office on 020 8655 1434 and we will try to
provide a paper copy of the online magazine to them.
Karen Rooney
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In Flanders fields the poppies blow
Between the crosses, row on row,
That mark our place; and in the sky
The larks, still bravely singing, fly
Scarce heard amid the guns below.
We are the Dead. Short days ago
We lived, felt dawn, saw sunset glow,
Loved and were loved, and now we lie
In Flanders fields.
Take up our quarrel with the foe:
To you from failing hands we throw
The torch; be yours to hold it high.
If ye break faith with us who die
We shall not sleep, though poppies grow
In Flanders fields.
John McCrae

