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Revd Roger Hagon shares his thoughts...
Dear Friends
I must confess to feeling a little despondent at
times as I stand on the steps of St Mildred’s
ready to greet people before services. Bingham
Road is usually busy on Sundays, with lots of people walking or
jogging or driving past. Wouldn’t it be lovely, I muse, if everybody
was coming to church to worship!
Except, this year, for the period between Ascension Day
and Pentecost, I have to report that, despite my low expectations,
our prayer graffiti boards were a rip-roaring success! The boards
were quickly covered with prayers; everyone stopped to take a
look, many added prayers of their own, and each prayer seemed
to come from a very deep and heartfelt place. And all the pens
left out throughout the days and nights were recovered at the end!
So what are we to make of this? First, it shows that, despite
falling church attendances across all Christian denominations,
people still want to pray. It fits into a pattern, begun in 1997 when
Princess Diana died, of people expressing their prayers publicly
with words, flowers and candles. Secondly, it shows that people
like to express their prayers in practical ways, not simply ‘in their
heads’. Writing a name, like lighting a
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Choir Notes
The choir has had an exciting time, with June seeing the first
of two sessions recording our Christmas CD. This CD will
feature all your favourites and will be available later in the
year, in time for Christmas presents! All proceeds will go to
the organ rebuilding project.
In the meantime, we are also delighted to produce a
recording of the choir’s performance of Allegri’s Miserere one of the most revered works in the choral repertoire.
Allegri was an early Italian composer, and his Miserere was
composed in the 1630s for use in the Sistine Chapel at the
Vatican on Good Friday. It includes the famous soprano top
C, almost unique in choral music, and is certainly among the
most exquisitely beautiful choral works.
Our choir’s version of it was recorded live (without edits)
at this year’s Maundy Thursday service. Again, it will be
available soon for purchase in aid of the organ project.
The choir will be away during August, so we wish you all
a happy and relaxing summer and very much look forward to
our return in September.
Richard Mander, Director of Music
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Growing in Faith and Life:
The Bishop’s Certificate
I have recently completed the Bishop’s Certificate with a wonderful
residential weekend at Wychcroft and I would thoroughly recommend
it to everyone for so many reasons.
I have learnt so much about our Christian faith. It might
sound odd, but now I realise how much I didn’t know! Gaining
this knowledge has helped me to deepen my faith and to make
connections. For example, the module on the Old Testament Remembering - has made me see how God’s Word continues
through time from the Old to the New Testament. Another
example was the spirituality module - Responding - which gave
me the chance to explore ways of examining the scriptures and
being with Him in stillness.
The other aspect of the course that I found so enriching
was the sharing of views in discussion in such a diverse and
affirming group of people from across the diocese. I had never
realised before the variety of churches and styles of worship
that exist in Southwark diocese. Everyone was so accepting of
and interested in each other’s views and experience of faith.
The six modules of the course are:
Following: About the N ew Testam ent
Remembering: About the Old Testam ent
Exploring: About how w e have becom e the Church of
England
Believing: About w hat Christians believe
Challenging: About ethics, m ission, and issues facing
Christians today
Responding: About prayer, w orship and our spirituality
If you are interested in joining the next course, which starts in
September, there are leaflets at the back of church. Alternatively,
please ask me about it, but be prepared for me to bend your ears
at length with enthusiastic praise for the course!
You can also visit the web link below:
https://southwark.anglican.org/discipleship-mission-vocation/
discipleship-ministry/the-bishops-certificate
Jane Ward
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The Choir Association
The end of this month sees the choir's annual trip away to a
cathedral and, this year, we are off to Guildford.
We shall be singing for six services there starting on
Thursday 25 July with a Choral Eucharist at 5.30pm. On Friday
26 and Saturday 27 July, there will be the usual Choral Evensong
at 5.30pm and 5.00pm respectively, while
on Sunday 28 July we are singing three
services - Choral Eucharist at 9.45am,
Mattins at 11.30am and Choral Evensong
at 6.00pm. We do hope that we shall see
some of you there during our visit - your
support is always much appreciated. It's a
nice easy drive to Guildford, so see you there!
After the summer break, the choir will be preparing for
another concert in aid of the organ fund. Richard will no doubt
be giving full details of this in the Parish Post, so watch out for
these in due course.
Ray Thorn

